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Chriſtian Reader. 


J HE Love of Chrilt in his ho- 
ly ones, and the great uſeful- 
neſs of ſuch hiſtory,command 


me to take it as a pleaſing of- 
hce, to commend this real deſcription 
of a Saintzto thy ſerious peruſal and imi- 
tation. The good acceptance and ſucceſs 
of the late publiſhed Life and Death of. 
Mr. Zoſeph Aline , the more encoura- 
geth me to ſerve thee in this. As to the 
creditof the Narrative, let it be enough 
to tell thee, that his worthy Brother 
Mr. Fames Faneway (intimately acquain- 
ted with his moſt ſecret life) is the wri- 
ter ofit (I have no handin it my ſelf ). 
And if thou live in or near Zondon 
where he is now well known,I will not 
be beholden to thee to believe it ; eſpe= 
cially, if thou alſo know the other moſt 
credible atteſtors, I know that many 
luch Hiſtories,ſhew more what the wr1- 


ter could ſay, than what the perſon was * 


or dj,” But here both He and his Rela- 
A 2 tions, 


—— - 


tions, and thoſe whom he lived with, 
were all ſo near us, and are many of 
them yet ſo intimately known to me , 
and others, that there is no place for 
doubting left us. 

I conteſs ſuch inſtances are very ſad 
to my thoughts, while I am deſiring the 
welfare of Mankind on Earth. To hear 
of the death cf an [nfant, who might 


have proved we know not what ; or off 


22 uſeleſs perſon, or of an aged Chri- 
{tian, who hath profitably run out the 
courſe of nature, is nothing fo ſad to 
me, as to hear ofthe removal of ſuch 
excellent young men, when they are 
prepared ior their work, and juſt begin- 
ning it ! But God is infinitely Wiſe, and 
Juſ:,and more Mezrcitul too than wecan 
be. He knoweth what he doth and 
why; and1s accountable to none about 


the meaſure of his bexefits, nor the rea-Þ 


ſons of his wariow diſpoſals. Bur the 
great Judgments which ſince his death 


have befallen theſe o_ do partly 
rei] us that it is no wonder, if {ugh men 


were taken trom the evil to cne, of 
whom the world hath {> notoriouſly 
declared it {elf nnworthy. It is fitter for 
inch lights to ſhine in Heaven , than 
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to be put under a buſhel here on Earth, 
. And for himſelf, he hath run long e- 
nough who hath toucht the prize : He 
hath failed long enough who is come 


| ſafe to the harbour : And he hath lived 


long enough , who is readieſt to die. 
Though I wonder at the lengthning of 
my own life, which hath been threatned 


| by God and Man theſe thirty three years 
| or more; yet, alas, how much leſs have I 
*F lived than this man did, whoam yet far 


ſhort of his heavenly preparations? Iam 
aſhamed to rcad that any thing of mine* 
was a help to his attainments, & to find 
that at almoſt ſixty years of age, I amt 
much below what he was raiſed to at 
twenty three. Oh that God would give 
my frozen age , ſuch warm reflexions 
from theſe his remains, that (according 
to my need)I may reccive more from him 


*F that is dead, than ever he did from me 


alive! Tf his own Reverend Father re- 
ceived ſo much from him, why may 
not I alfo have ſome quickning even by 
the dead, through the fruits of the {pi- 
rit lefr behind him, and the farne {pirits 
quickning influx upon mes And may I 
but {o te, izove harmleſs, how «ol 
come wall dah 2 
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We think it great pity, that helived 
to preach but tw oSermons 1n the world! 
That {ome poor ignorant dull Congre- 

ation had not been inſtructed and awa- 
—_— by his Doftrine, and his ſpiritu- 
al fervour had aot by diſperſed writings 
enflamed the ſouls of thouſands with 
the ſame Heavenly love and zeal. But 
who knoweth yet but that this one Nar- 
rative of his Holy Exemplary Life and 


Death,may do as much as more nume- | 


rous or voluminous writings : The ma- 
ny volumes of holy Lives,ot ancient Do- 
ctors,Martyrs, and later Divines, Philo- 
lophers and others in Germany, England 
and other Lands, have done much good, 
and areſti!l very uſeful, and a pleaſant 
and profitable recreation, (Ohouw much 
better than Play-books and Romances !) 


But experience tells us, That God ſtill | 


poureth forth as large meaſures of his 


{pirit,as heretofore he did. If holy Au-þ 
guſtines iſe, after ſu much pollution, and 
holy Hierow's life,qui fatctur ſe non fuiſſe| 
Viroinem, were lo laudible and exempla-fi 


ry,O how much praiſe do I owe to God, 
tor his grace upon his Servants, whoam 
yet acquainted with ſo great a number 
vi holy laborious faithful Miniſters, who 


[ have great reaſon to believe, not only 
0 have all their lives been tree from all 
* groſs heynous ſins; but alſo to have laid 
* out their zeal,their time, their labours, 
ſo fincerely & ſelf-denyingly for God, & 
the good of ſouls , as that I cannot but 
hope,that if thoſe who are againſt their 
preaching of the Goſpel, were but as 
well acquainted with them as Iam, 
they would be their friends, and for- 
ward to promote the work, 

I know one temptation the Reader 15 
like to mcet with, to hinder his profiting, 
by this example: Even to think that 
Mr All-ize and Mr. Faneway by over doing 
did but cut ſhort their own lives ; and 
| that their exceſſive labours in meditati- 
| on, prayer, and other duties did deprive 

theChurch of the benekt of much more, 

{ which they might have lived to do : 
and therefore that ſuch examples are 
| not to be imitated, but ſtand as warnings 
{ to us,not to overdo and deſtroy our bo- 
{ dics as they did. To which I anſwer ; 
| 1. Iamonemy ſelf, that wiſh both of 
them . had done ſomewhat leſs, in that 
part of duty which hurt the body, and 
overmatched their ſtrength. AndI am 
not perſwading you , that every man 
| Fl mult 
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muſt needs preach as oft as Mr, Alletn, 
or ſtudy and meditate as long as Mr. Fane- 


way and he did: Men have their various | 


capacities,and opportunities, & works, 
2. But yet I dare not charge either of 
them with ſin; becauſe I know not their 
nom motives. 3.And perhaps their 


ives had been as ſhort if they had done | 


leſs ,as are the lives of many hundred 
Students , who favour themſelves more 
then any wiſe man would wiſh. And it 
was Gods mercy that they who had but 
'a ſhort life to live, ſhould do more than 
many that live to the period of natures 
courſe. And Mc&hufalems life and theirs 
is equall'd now. Whom have you known 
that by longer living, hath got more ho- 
ly readineſs to die 4. But I beſeech 
you diſtinguiſh well, between that part 
of their work, which was really like to 
overthrow their natures, and the reſt 
which had nov ſuch tendency : and do 


not make the avoiding of the former a | 


pretence, againlt your imitating of the 
later. It 1s not ſtudying, meditating, 
praying, preaching, according'”to the 
+ meaſurcs uf natures {trengrh,that much 
Zhortneth life, I rhink that learned man 
wrote not foolifbly , who maintaineth 
mh that 
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that Studies tend to long life. For my own 
part I was feeble before I was a hard 
Student : And {tndies have been a con- 
ſtant pleaſure tome. And let any man 
judge whether conſtant pleaſure tend to 
ſhorten any mans life 2 Indeed that 


| which deſtroyeth the health of Students 
15, 1. The ſedentarinels of their lives. 


2. And want of temperance and due 
care' of their diet. 3. And want of ſufh- 
cient chearfulneſs. 4. And taking colds, 
Could Students but more imitate the /a- 
bouring man, and take juſt hours and > 
portunities for bodily labour (not playful 
walks and exerciles,that never warm & 
purge the blood, ) and did they ear and 
drink wiſely, and live joyfully, and avoid 
colds,they might beſtow the reſt of their 
time in the hardeſt ſtudies, with little 
hurt; ( except here and there a melan- 
choly or diſeaſed man.) I doubt not but 
{uchNarratives as this,will tempt many 
a {lothful ſenſual Scholar, to indulge his 
ſenſuality as the wilcr way ; but at a dy- 
ing hour he will find the difference, Oh 
whar a comfort then is the review of a 
holy, heavenly well-ſpent Life ! 

I have oft thought whar rhe reaſon 15 
thag among the Papifts, if rhe lives of 
theix 
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their Saints be deſcribed in the higheſt 
ſtrain, or their Books have even unrea- 
ſonable pretenſions of devotion, even to 
the laying by of our underſtanding , or 
toa kind of deitication, (like Barbanſons, 
Benedittus, de Benediffts, and divers 0- 
thers) it doth not offend men, but the 
vulgar themſelves do glory in the ſan- 
tity of them; Whereas if with us a 
man riſe higher in holineſs,and in de- 
vote contemplation,yea or ation, than 
others, he 15-preſently the great eye-ſore 
and obloquy.of the world, I mean of the 
enviow and ta20dly part, which 1s too 
great. But the reaſon I perceive is, That 
among the Papilts, to be a Religions man 
1s to be a Perfeiſt,who doth more than 
1s commanded him, or is neceſſary to 
{alvation,and ſo the peopic being taught 
that they may be ſaved without being 
ſuch themſclves, their ſplcen'is not ſtir- 
red up againſt them , «s the troubles of 
their conſcicnces peace; but they are 1n- 
tereſled in their honour, as being the ho- 
nour of thcir Way and Church : But 
with us men are taught that they mult 
be religious themſelves in fincerity,it e- 
ver they will be ſaved, and that without 
holineſs fone {hall {ce God,and that they 
arc 


are not ſincere if they defire not to be 
pertet.And ſothey that will not be god- 
ly themſelves, do think that the lives of 
the godly do condemn them. 

I write not this to caſt on diſgrace 
' on the true Hiltory of any holy mens 
lives: Nor ſhall it ever be my employ- 
| ment to reproach or hideGods Graces in 
 any,nor to make mcn believe that they 
' are worſe than they are, Whoever re- 
vile me for it, I will magnihe and love 
that of God which appeareth 1n any of 
his ſervants,of any ſect or party whatſo: 
ever. Whenl read ſuch writings as old 
Gerſon , Guil. Pariſienſis, and divers 0- 
thers, and ſuch as Zvf. Acoſtaand lome 
other Jeſuits, and ſuch lives as Verizs's 
and Mr. de Rent?s,&c. I cannot but think 
that they had the ſpirit of God, and the 
more doT hate all thoſe miſchiovousen- 
gines,additions and ſingularities, which 
divide ſo many Chriſtians in the world, 
who have the ſame {pirit, and will not 
ſuffer us to hold the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace. Oh this unhappy pre- 
tended IViſdom, and Orthodoxnefs 19 the 
holding of our ſeveral epinions, 1s the 
knowledge that pufteth up, and hath 
bred the pernicious tympanity of the 
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Church, when it is charity that edifi- 
eth it : And the more men glory in their 
dogmatical knowledge; to the contempt 
and hurt of ſuch as difter from them, 
the leis they know as rhey ought to 
know. And itany man have knowled 


enough to kindle in his foul the love of F 


God, the ſame is known and loved of 
God, and then he will prove that wiſe 
man indeed, at death and toeternity , 
I Cor. $8. 192, 3« 

Reader, Learn by this Hiitory to place 
thy Religion in love and praiſe, anda 
heavenly life. Learn to keep ſuch com- 
munion with God, and to find ſuch em- 
ployment with thy heart by meditati- 
on as thy fren2th,and opportunity, and 0- 
ther duties will allow thee : (for I urge 
thee tono more.) Learn hence to thirſt 
after the good of ſouls,and to hilt up thy 
hours with fruitful duty ! And Oh that 
we could here learn the hardeſt leſſon, 
to get above the love of litc,and to over- 
come the tears of ccath, and to long to 
ſce the glory of Chrilt,and triumphant- 


ly to paſs by Joy to Joy. Oh bleſſed 


world of holy {piri's ! whole zature,and 
work,and bappin:fs is {000 1 Not Love of 
Carnal-(i!f', cnd Totere! , and Parties, 


which 
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which here maketh thoſe ſeek our de- 
ſtrution moſt, who have the highelt e- 


! ſteem of our &kzowledee and ſincerity (as 
thinking our diſſent will moſt efteCtu- 
ally crols their partial Intereſts.) But 


the love of God in Himſelf and in his 


* Saints, checked by no ſin, hindred by 


no diſtance, darkneſs,deadneſs or diſat- 
feftion: diverted by no carnal, worldly 
baitsz tempted by no periccutions or 
afflictions ; damped by no fears of 
death , nor of any decays or ceffation 
through Eternity. To teach me bet: 
ter how tolive and dic, in Faith, Hope 
and Zove, 1s that for which T read this 
Narrative ; and that thou mayeſt learn 
the ſame is the <nd of my commending 
it to thee ! The Lord teach ic citcQu- 
ally to theeand mc. Amen. 


RICHARD BAXTER, 


Augult 2%, 
1.972, 
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The Teſtimony of Mr. S amnuel Borfet , 


ſometimes Fellow of Kings in Cam-F 


bridge, and a very intimate acquain- 
tance of Mr. Foha Faneways, 


- 


pc—_— 


Beloved Friends , 


TY ownmean eſteem of the ſcngle weight of that 

te(k,mgny expeited from me concerning my dear 

Brother on the account of my intimacy with 

bin in Kings College (th2 known memorable 

paſſages of mhoſ. ex:mpliry life and death 

are now hafpily compiled and publiſhe4 for your ſpecial pe- 

raſal) moves mz 10 cal! in a twofold recommenda: ion thereof 

from you 10 thoſe: that knew him not , who being confirmed in 

the truth of 1hs narrat iv2, may thereby be won to belicye, ad- 
mire a11emul at? the ſignal grace of God in hin, 

1. That r:membring ſo much thereof your ſelves , an4 what 
opportunity 1 had of knowing the certumty of all ; you would 
aſſure thoſe who may enquire of you, That the impartial com- 
piler bath k:pt within the bounds of truth an4 ſobriety in pro- 
ſecution of bis hon-ſt aims, to advance the glory of Gods rich 
mercy to thy choſen veſſel, and by reviving what remains, he 
could collett of this burning 4s well as ſhining light (alas how 
ſoon extinit !) 10 amaken and quicken the formal Profeſſors , 
if bz,mpy nt induce the profane Scoffers of this Age, 10 4 more 
ſerious [tudy and improvement of thoſe inviſible Realities , the 
clear evidence and powerful influence wh-reof , our good friend 
did ſo abundantly experience. The truth js, the Tranſcriber 
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(though beſt accompliſhed, and moſt inwar{ly acquginted with « 


what might conduce thereto) doth an1,could not but fall ſhort 
of declaring the tranſcendent excellcncies of thus ſublime Soul 
and precious Saint, which (till toward his end, when bi heart 
was too full to hold in what could be uttered) were much con- 
cealed even 10 thoſe who knew him beſt, by re1ſon of his great 
bumility and modeſty. Theſe diſpojed bim rather to _ 
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zhan communicate, except wh:re he had no expeflations of the 
former, and either familiar intercourſe en; aged, or the appre- 
bended exigency of thoſe his heart was drawn out 10 in Chriſti- 
an love and compaſſion, comjirained to the latter. Tet many 
of thoſe precious [treams that did fiow [rom bim we muſt lament 
* theloſs of, throu2b d-fault of. careful Receivers or faithful 
+ Ketainers. He wa of clear intelleuals, and a large heart 
s both for cravirg and compreheniling what was worthy bis pur- 
x ſuit : Which being happily improv. d by bs Education, and 
timely ſeaſon:d with a ſpiritual [avour of Goſpel Myſteries (for 
obtairing of which he had th n with others, choice aduan- 
tages) was 4 great help 10 his proficiency in acquaintance with 
the vital exerciſes and ſoul-ſatisfying enjoyments of the divine 
life, above not only his equals, but ſeniors and inſtrufters, 
He was much 4iſ/atisfied with himſelf under any decays or a- 
batements , till be could (if not alone, by imploring the af- 
ſtance of Chriſtian friends) recover what he jometime bad ha4 
| ſuch ſweet experience of« An4 not content with any attain= 
; ments, ws [till preſſing no what his proſpet in the promiſes, 
encouraged by his happy prelibations, afſured him was. attain= 
| able, He was to hy end a chearful embracer and diligent 
improver of ſpiritual opportunities , exait in bis Chriſtian 
Watch, much wreſtling ( and very prevalent) with God in 
| payer , and with himſelf in þ1s ſolitudes, ſtriving 10 diſentangle 
hs heart from mh.it might divert bis boly ambition, and toraife 
tt to the Pigheſt attivity and capacity for glorifying and enjoy- 
ing God in Chrift, for the excellency cf the knowledg of whons_ 
| ke accounted all inferiour attainments but loſs, What be had 
tited and ſeen, be was grieved 10 ſee others neglet , deferous 
19 bring others to experience, by earneſt commendm? them 10 
God, deſrening with himſelf , contriving with bis ſpiritual 
confidence what might conduce thyreto, 
| Hle had a true [ympathy with thoſe that were bound with him 
4 Feavenward. Their preſſures and conflicts, were his burdens: 
Hy prayers and counſels, their ready aſfſiſiants : their refreſh= 
ments, by revivings : and their ſpiritual proficiency, ki joy, 
He was a ſecret and compaſſionate mourner 3 4s in gen:ral 
for the worlds degeneracy, pretende:l Chriſtians unthank ful- 
ne/s for the Goſpel, the hazards run by rnnumerable poun 
JOuls 5 
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fouls ; ſo eſpecially for the dreadful Apoſiacies of ſome ; the 
#hen threatning decay and growing formality of others, ſome- 
ime ſeemingly forward ; which brought him nigher to God, 


and more inflamed bis holy zeal, But this chiefly was carried | 
out to advance the power of Keligion in the family and perſons | 


be was peculiarly related to ; i pr. there 19 lie bx beſt 

opportunities as well as ſtronce( 

wv45 very encouraging. 
This is part of what I knewof bim at Cambridge, who 


refer you for farther reviving your remembrance to the Narya- |, 


trve. But o0th bu ſpiritual receipts and expences were much 
#ncreaſed the two laſt years of b; life, when I bad not op- 
portunity of perſongl converſe with him. And by reaſon of our 
diſtauc: (and at that time ignorance of bis wea\.condition) I 
ws 110t /o zappy 5 t0 ſhare in the privilege of thoſe who bad the 
convzniencyof receivin? his laſt and ſweeteſt breath. Though I 
ſoon a/t.y had ths account (while things were freſh in oheir 
memort:s, ni warn. 0n their hearts) from th: eye and ear 
witmeſſes, that ſume of them have now been induced to make 
more publick, But next and chiefly : | 

2. 1 intreat you i recommend the ruth of this Narrative , 
by your f.ithful adbering to dilipent provicting of what ſome of 
you learxed from bim, and others profeſſed with him, That by 
zmitatins bu good example, and improving bis exp-riences 
zith your longer opporiuniti?s, you may be Juch proficients is 
Chriſtianity, as ſvining like :ighis your ſelves to bold forth the 
wora of life for conviccing the incredulous : That the myſte- 
ries of regeneration, a life of faith in Chriſt, the fruitful 
#nprovem:'nt of union 1n4 communion with bim to a proſpicuous 
conformity ww him, crucifxion io the world by bis cro[s, anda 
converſation with him in Heg-1'n whil: on Earth ( there- 
in propeſed , herein exemplified ) be uo fiements , bus 
great realities : no flight matters, but of greateſt conſequence: 
Not juch ſrrouierities, but that others according to their mea- 


ſure, 14kize th like courſe, may be experimentally acquainted 


avith the [urpayfine ſweetneſs of an intereſt therein. And the 
rather 12 11014 tv intreat this of you, becauſe 1 was privy #0 
hrs ſovls c:,4::rn, tor the concernments of your ſouls, How 
pafior *t-iy be — toſne Chriſt formed in you, and rejoyced 
a ary: eng thereof. How earne(ily b: would pray for m 
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obligations. And bis ſucceſs | 
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all, and eſpecially for thoſe he had more occaſion to deal with , 
or cauſe 10 be jealous of, How affet-d h2 was with your dan« 
Wl gers and ſnares. And what a deſere be had you might out-trip 
'  bimſelf, who could not tate up bys reſt on this ſede Heaven, 
17 he good Lord help every one of us to ſh:w the ſame diligence to 
_ aſſurance of hope to the end, that we may not be ſloth- 
'FÞ ful, = followers of them who by f 1ith and patience inherit the 
romiſes. 

, Ihave one farther requeſt, That you would purſus by your 
+ moſt earneſt ſupplications the deſign of publiſhing this Narra- 
© tive, that God would make it proſperous to the pious ends 
| therein propoſed, and for which I hope by bis providence it 3s 
| reſerved now for publick, view. Eſpecially , that it may pro- 
woke 10 boly emulation ; not only thoſe who were more peculi- 
| arly endeared to our precious Fri-nd by natural or ſpiritual 
binds ; ( And that if any of theſe be fallen from their firſt love, 
they may be excited to repent, do their firſt works, and ſtrence 
3b:n the things that remain 3 le$t having begun in the ſpirit , 
they wretchedly end in the fleſh, and draw: back, to perdition ) 
* but alſo, ſome at leaſt of th:m that ſucceed in the Chambers 
and Studjes, which ſometime were (anitified with the word 
and prayer, by thoſe that ſingly, and joyntly (as Chamber-fel- 
| lows and Colleagues) earneſtly implored the divine benedition 
| 
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0n thoſe two Royal Foundations be was Member of : That the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh would make them fruttful Nurſe- 
| ries of ſuch as might be eminent Inſtruments of Gods Glory 
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, | bere, and turning many 10 righteouſneſs, might fbine as the 
s þ Stars for ever and ever, wherein you may expett the bearty 
z | COMOUrrence 
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Your real Friend, 


Samuel Borfet. 
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T be Teſtimony of Mr. Mar-} 


maduke Tennant ſomrtimes Miniſter | 


of Tharheld iz Hertford-ſhire, ax in- 
timate acquaintance of Myr. John Jane- | 
way*s, and one that was a conſtant Vi- 


ſitor of him in his Sickneſs, and an eye |. 


and ear IVitnefs of th: moſt ſubſtantial |: 


thinos in this inſuins Narrative. 
Chriſtian Reader - 
can aſſure thee from my own know- 
ledge, that this Mr, Zh Fareway F 
was an excellent perſon, in reſpect of | 
his natural parts, acquired gifts, and 
divine graces, wherewith his heavenly 
Father adorned him { conlidering his |, 
age) even tar abo ethe ordinary rate of 
the bett ſort of Scholars and Chriſtians. | 
All which heexccedingly improved for þ 
the good of others (eſpecially in His 
near Relations) both in health and fick- þ 
ncſs, even to rhe laſt hour of his life, 


And when the immediate forerunners 
of 


= 


pn uf Www Q waujt 4 Www © aa yu © GA As a. 


Ws hos — 
-— — A— 


| —_ 


of death was upon him,he ſo acted faith 
and hope, ſo lively, judicioully and 
| compoſedly, (without the leaſt ſhew 

{ of humane frailty) as if with bodily eyes 
- Þ he ſaw the hoiy Angels ſtanding before 
r þ him, rcady to receive and carry his pre- 
- | cious Soul into his Fathers Glory. Ve- 
- þ Tily he was moſt lovely in his life, and 

| yet more lovely at his death, the like 
ie þ, I never beheld neither before nor ſince, 
{ } And I doubt not but the ſerious conlide- 
rarion of this Narrative of his Lite and 
Death, will ( through Gouds bleſſing 
beget a zealous ifmitation of this Saint 
indeed, 1n every good Chriſtian which 
. | reads the ſame: which that 1t may do, 
y þ 15 the hearty prayer of thy Friend mn the 
fþ Lord Jeſus, 


{ | Marmaduke Tennant, 
t | Miniſter of the 
-þ _ Golpel. 

r F | 

$S F 


Chriſtian 


Chriſtian Reader. 


ſenſual dclights are pur- 
/: ued, and Religion in its power 1s rejetted, 
as 4 dull ſad and unpl.afant thing ; when 1 


fee Zeal decried as unneceſſary , and few 


acting inthe things of God, as if th.y were 
indecd matters of the high:|{ conſequ-ace, 
reality* and ſubſtance, the greateſt profit , 
and ſweeteſt pleaſure: 7 could not but do 
what in me lies to reitifie theſe diſmal mi- 
ſtakes, and juſtifie wiſdom from the impu- 
tation of folly: And demonitrate even to 


ſenſe thegranſcendent excellency and reality 


of inviſibles. T he proſecution of which de- 


fig 1 conld not more effettnally manage , 


than by the preſenting this inſuing Narra- 


- tive to the World, As for the truth of it, 
' of the ſolemn Teitimony of ſeveral Mini- 


ers 


Hep T ſeriouſly conſider how | 
much Athc1{m and Impie- 
ty abounds; and ſee how 


bed ak. boa 


P 


the woſt ſubſtantial things here preſexte 


them. As for my ſelf I thiak I hid as great 
ay advantage to acquaint my lf with the 
ſecret prattices of this precious Saint , as 
' any one could well haves beſides my deareſt 


intimacy, and ſpecial obſ_ ruation and peru- 


ſal of his Papers, 7 had along account from 


| his own mouth upon his death-bed of his ſes 


cret and conſtant prattice, and his experi- 
ences. And let metell you, the half is not 


| rold you : For the treachery of my memo- 


ry hath not alittle injured thee and him. 
Had this work been done exattly, 1 am per- 
ſwad.d it might have been of ſingular uſe to 
the world. Tn ſome places 7 could not juſt- 
ly word it in his phraſe , but 7 aſſure thee 
thou haſt the matter and ſubitance. The 
weaknefSof the Relator is no ſmall diſadvan- 


tape to the ſubject ; but I mioht a little 
excuſe this, by telling thre that Z think that 
none living had the ſame opportunity in all 
| thinos to do this work as Thad. Tamioht 


alſo tcl! you that ſome Reverend, Learned 
and Hoty Men, whoſe authority and re- 
queit { could not deny, put me upon tit. 
And [-was not altogether without ſome 
hopes of drawing ſume, tothe love and li- 
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ſters (which were eye and ear _ of 
) 


way be credited ; here thou hait three of 


hinge. 


—_ 


king of Relizion, that had not only been 
ſirangers to the life and. power of it, but it 
may be had entertained axep prejudices 4- 

gatnſt it. And of quick alng of others that 


, ber loſt their former VIDOUY 5, And ICON) 


ragin? ſome that were too ready togo on hea-| 
wvily and deſponding. If I may ſucceed in| 


' 


C 


og 0 


» C| 


this, I ſhall adore the goodneſs of God, and | C 


praiſe him with the ſtrength of my ſoul, 
That I may be ſubſ rvient to the Lord in 
promoting the true intereſt of Religion : 1 
be thy fervent and conſtant prayers ; ans 


that every On that r.ad'th may imitate 
and experience all , and ſo be fillea with | 


grace and peac'y tis the prayer of yours in 


his deareſt Lord, 


James Janeway. 
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F the Chapters appear not to be | 


well divided , nor their Contents | 


well colleted , let the Reader know , 


that a Friend of Mr. Faneway's, not} 


tumſelf, made the diviſion of them: 


T. P. 


Inviſebles, 
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, Mnviſtbles , Realities demon- 

ſtrated in the Holy Life and Trinm- 
phant Death of Mr. John Janeway , 

* ſometimes Fellow of Kings Coll ve, 

» Cambridge. 


— CC TT T _ - — — — __ — —— ——_— _— — — — — - 


t CHAP. L 


An account of him from his Childhood, to the 
ſeventeemſp year of his Age. 


R. Fohn Faneway was born Anno 
1633. Oftober 27. of Religious 
Parents, in Lylly in the County 
of Hertford, He ſoon gave. his 
Parents the hope of much com- 

ort,and the ſymptoms of ſomething more than 

xdinary quickly appeared in him, ſo that ſome 
hich ſaw this Child , much fearcd that his life 
ould be but ſhort ;, others hoped that God had 

3 Wome rare piece of work to do by or for this 

ld beforc he died ; he ſhewed that — 
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(2) 
of them were much miſtaken in their conjeure 
concerning him. He ſoon out-ran his ſuperi 
ours for age in learning. And it was thought 
by no incompetent Judges that for pregnancy of 
wit, folidity of judgement , the vaſtnels of hi 


intelleftuals, and the greatnefs of his memory, 


that he had no ſuperionrs, few equals conſider 


ing his age and education. 


He was initiated in the Latine tongue by his} 


own Father , afterward he was brought up for 


{ome time at Paul's School in London, where he) 


made a confiderable proficiencie in Latine and 
Greek under the care of Mr. Langly. When 
he was about eleven ycars old he took a great 


* fancy to Arithmetick and the Hebrew tongue. 


About this time his Parcnts removing into 
little Village called A/poder, had the opportuni: 
ty of having this their So» inſtructed, by a learn- 
cd neighbour who was pleaſed to count it a plex- 


{ant diverſion, to read Mathematichks to him, be-[ 


ing then about twelve years old; and he made 
{uch progreſs in thoſe profound ſtudjes ; that 
he read Oughthred with underſtanding, before 
he was thirtcen years old. A perſon of quality, 


hearing of the admirable proficiency of this Boy, 


{cnt for him up to Loudon, and kept him with 


him for ſome time, to read 1zthematicks tof 


him. That which made him the more to be ad 
mired was, That he did what he did with the 
orcateſt facility. He had no {mall $&kill w Mu 
lick and other concomitants of Mathematicks. 
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© 1ntheyear 1646, he was choſen by that lear- 
F ned Gentleman Mr. Roz the Provoſt of Etor 
| College, one of the foundation of that School, 
'Þ being examined by Provoſt and Poſers in the He- 
brew Tongue, which was thought was beyond 
precedent. Where he gave no unſuitable returns 
to the high expeQations that were conceived of 
him. | 
5 Aﬀeer a little continuance at Etoz he obtained 
TE leave of his Maſter to go to Oxford, to perfect 
«© himſelf in the ſtudy of Mathematicks, where 
ho | being owned by that great Scholar Dr. Ward, 
nE one of the Profeſſors of the Univerſity, he at- 
'F tained to a ſtrange cxaftnels in that ſtudy , no- 
thing being within the reach of a maz but ,he -* 
WF would undertake and graſp. That great DoRtor 
gave him great help and incouragement, and 
looked upon him as one of the wonders of h1s age; 
loved him dearly, and could for ſome time atter 
his death {carce mention his name without tears. 
When he had ſpent about a quarter of a year 
ap with Dr. Ward at Oxford, he was commanded 
'toreturn again to Eton , where he ſoon gave 
YÞ proof of his great umprovement of his time 
Y}F while he was abſent; by making an Almanack, 
{and calculating of the Eclipſes for many years 
08 before-hand ; to that by this time he had many 
_ ezes upon him as the glory of the School. That 
which put an accent upon his real worth was, 
that he did not difcover the eaſt affeRation 
or {elf-conceit , neither did any diſcernable 
pride attend theſe excellencics, So that eyery 
| i F mew ORC 
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(4) 
one took more notice of his parts than himſelf. 
At about ſeventeen years old he was choſen to 
King”s College in Cambridge , at which time the 
Electioners did even contend for the Patro- 


nage of this 5cholar, He was choſen firſt that 


year, and an elder Brother of his in the ſixth 


place; but he was very willing to change places 


with his elder brother, letting him have the firſt, 

and thankfully accepting of the ſixth place. 
Beſides his great learning , and many other 

Ornaments of Nature , his deportment was 1o 


{weet and lovely , his demeanour 1o courteous} 


and obliging, even when he ſeemed unconverted, 


'that he muſt be vile with a witneſs that did not 
love him. Yea many of them whica had little 
kindnets for morality, inuch leſs for grace, F 


could not but ſpeak well of him. His great wil- 
dom and learning did even command reſpe&, 


where they did notfindit: He had an excellent} 


power over his paſſions, and was in a great mea- 
lure free from the vices which uſually attend ſuch 
an age and place. 

But all this while it is to be feared, that he 
underſtood little of the worth of Chriſt, and his 


own foul ; he ſtudied indeed the Heavens, and} 
knew the motion of the Sun, Moon and. Stars,| 
but that was his higheſt ; he thought yet butÞ 


little of God, which made all theſe things ; he 
pried but little into the motions of his own 
heart; he did not as yet much bufie himſelf, in 
the ſerious obſervation of the wandring of his 
Spirit ; the Creature had not yet led him to the 

Creator; 
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Creator ; but he was ſtill too ready to take up 
with meer {ſpeculation 3 but God who from all 
cternity, had choſen him to be one ofthole, who 
ſhould ſhine as the Sun in the Firmament for ever 
in glory, did when he was about eighteen years 


{ old, ſhine in upon his ſoul with power; and 


did convince him what a poor thing it was to 


know {o much of the Heavens and never come 


there. And that the greateſt knowledge in the 
world without Chriſt , was but an empty dry 
buſineſs. He now thought Mr. Bolroz had ſome 
reaſon on his ſide, when he ſaid ; Give me the 
moit magnificent glorious Worldling, that ever trod 
upon earthly monld, richly crowned with all the 


\ Ornaments and Excellencies of Nature, ArtyPolis' 


cy, Preferment , or what heart can wiſh beſides, 
yet without the life of Grace, to animate and en- 
noble them 5, he were tothe eye of heavenly wiſdom, 
but as a rotten carcaſe, ſtuck over with flowers , 
magnified dung, guilded rottenneſs, golden dams 
nation. He began now to be of Anaxagoras's 
mind, That his work upon carth, was to ſtu- 
dy Heaven and to get thither, and that except 
a man might be admitted to greater preferment 


' than this world can beſtow upon her favourites, 


it were lcarce worth the while to be born. 


- 
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CHAP. II. 


Of his Converſion, with viſible Proofs thereof. 


H E great work of Conver [107 5 it was not E 
carricd on upon his Soul , in that dreadful þ 
manner, that it is upon ſome, that God intends | 


to communicate much to, and make great ule 


of; but the Lord was pleaſed, {weetly to vu þ 


lock his heart, by the exemplary life, and Hea- 
venly and powerful diſcourfe, of a young man 


in the College, whoſe heart God had inflamed F 


« 
, 


with Iove to his foul, he quickly made an at- 


tempt upon this hopeful youngman , and the 
Spirit of God did {et home his Countels with 
{ſuch power, that they proved effefual, for his 
awakening; bcing accompanie! with the preach- 
ing of thete two famous worthics Dr. Hill, and 
Dr. Arrowſmith, together with the reading of 
leveral parts of Mr. Zaxter's Saints Everlaſt- 
ing Reſt. 


Now a mighty alteration might eaſily be d1if- | 
cerned inhjm,he mn looks quite like another |; 


man: He is now to much taken up with things 
above the Moon and Stars, that he had litile lei- 
{lure to think of theſe things only as they pointed 
higher. He began now not to taſt fo much ſweet- 
nels in thoſe kind of ſudics , which he did fo 
grecdily imploy himlſelt in formerly. He now 
began i9 pity them who were curious in theig 

qt 


C73 
inquiries after every thing,but that which is moſt 
needtul to be known, Chriſt and themſelves, and 


{that which ſometimes was his gain, he now 
8 counted lols for Chriſt, yca doubtlels he eſteem- 


* ed all things but as dung and drofs in compariſon 


' of Chriſt, and deſired to know nothing but 


! Coriſt and him cracified. Not that he looked 
| upon humane learning as uſeleſs : But when 
© fixed below Chriſt and not improved for Chriſt 

| he looked upon wiſdom as folly, and learning 


madneſs, and that which would make one 
more like the Devil, more fit for his ſervice, and 


? put a greater accent upon their miſery in ano- 
* ther world. | 


Mr . 74newaynow begins to caſt about how he- * 


might beſt improve what he did alrcady know, 


and to turn all his ſtudies into the right chanel : 
Grace did not take him off from, but made him 
more diligent and ſpiritual in his ſtudy. And 
now Chriſt was at the end and bottom of every 
thing : How. did he plot and contrive how he 


| might moſt exprels his love and thankſulneſs to 


him who had brought him out of darknefs into 


| his marvellous light ? To this end he fent up and 
{ down packets of divine letters, in which he did 
 difcourſeſo fubſtantially and experimentally of. 


tho great things of God, that it would not at all 
have unbecome ſome gray head to have owned 
what he did write. 

He was not a little like young Eh, in whole 
words he uſed to excule his freedom with per- 
ſons of years, wholc _— did dearly pity. 
> 4 
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He ſaid, Days ſhould ſpeak, and mulritude of 


years ſhould teach wiſdom, but there 1s a (pirit in 
a man and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth 
them underſtanding 5, 1 am full of matter, the ſpj. 


rit within me conſtraineth me ; behold my belly i; } 


as wine which hath nowvent, it 1s ready to burſt 


like new bottles, I will ſpeak.that I may be refreſh- , 


ed, &c. O then how ſweet was the ſavour of 
his graces! He could not but {ſpeak the things 
which he had ſeen and heard, and even invite all 
the world to taſte and ſee how good the Lord 
Was. 

He began firſt with his Relations, begging and 
wooing of them to think of their precious and 


 Imneortal fouls, and to lay in ſpeedy proviſions 


for a death-bed and eternity. O with what 
compaſſion did he plead the cauſe of Chriſt with 
their louis ! What pathetical expreſſions did he 
uſe, what vehement expoſtulations , how fre- 
quent, how particular in his applications to 
them ? O with what gravity and majeſty would 
he ſpeak of the myſteries of the Golpel ! 

Read what his language was (when he was 


between erghteen and nineteen years old) in a | 


Letter to an axcient Mimiſter that he Rood rela- 
ted to, who at that time walked very heavily. 


[is.. 
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His Zettey. 


Reverend Sir ; 


' FT Here are two things, the want of which ] 


have had experience of in your Family , 


' though not in every degree ;, yet in that intenſeneſs 


of degree wherein they ought to be ; which are the 
real power of Godlineſ» and Religion : And then 
that which 1s the fruit of the former, that chear- 
fulneſs, delight, ſpiritual joy and ſerentty of mind, 
which 15 to be had in Religion and no where elſe ; 
and that not in Religion mm 1ts weakeſt degrees, 
But in a real vigor , power and hfe , and wn 
a more cloſe conſtant walking with God, from 4 
render ſenſe of the woxth of ſouls, eſpecially thoſe of 
your Family : And knowing the duty which my 
relation to it doth lay upon me, and having confi- 
dence of their well acceptance of it : I have under- 
taken to open my thoughts unto them. 


In moſt Familics in England [ fear there is nei- 
ther the form nor the power of Godlineſs, where 
there is no fear of God, n9 regard of him, no att- 
ing under him or in reference to him. Theſe are 


| 17 my opinion {Wice acad, nay not /o much as has 
ving the dead carcaſe of Religion : Objetts of pity 


they are, ard O how few are there that ſpend one 
compaſſionate thou! ht upon them / 


Others 


(10) 

Others there are who ſome way or other, it 
may be from tradition from good Parents, it may 
be from knowing the f.1ſhwn of thoſe in their rank ; 
it may be from the frequent inculcating of good 
inſtruttions from Chriſtian Friends or Go/ly Mi- 
niſters :;, or ſome ſtrugling eruptions of Conſcience, 
have gotten the outward husk or ſhell of Religion , 
without any kernel or ſolidity at all : And thi 
Generation doth uſnally trust to this their Religion, 
that it will bring them to aplace like a ſleeping 
place in Heaven, or keep them ont of Hell :, though 
they live without God in the World. Theſe are 

oor Creatures too , making haſte to their own 
deſtruttion, and know it not , yea thinking that 
theyare im a fair wayfor Heaven. Oh that there 
were never a Family to which we are related, which 
gave too ſad cauſe of fear, that it were un ſuch a 


caſe, or near ſuch a caſe as this ts 


A third ſort of people there are (and but a few 
of theſe neuher_) which have the reality of Religt- 
on, but yet in much weakneſs, coldneſs, faint- 
neſs, dimneſs and intermiſſion 5, like Nilus's brood 
above half mud ſtill , beginaing to have ſome life 
in their Head, a little in their Heart, but the 
Fett of thetrr Aſfetions and Aitions bave little 
or no motton. And where ſhall we find a Chriſti- 
an that is got any higher than this, yea that doth 
in good earneſt ſfrive to get any bigher * Now 
there are higher attainmcnts to be reached after ; 

there is a having our Converſation in Heaven while 
we are upon Earth , nathcr doth this _ in 
ome 
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ſome weak, diſcourſes about God , Heaven and 
the things of Keligion , 1t conſiſts not in the meer 
praying twice a day, and in keeping the Sab- 


' bath tn an uſual manner m1ts order, it conſifts 


not in a few thoughts of Relsgious objetts coming 
into the miad in a common way, and as eaſily loſt 
as got. But true Religion raiſeth the Soul to 
longings , hungrings, and thirſtings not without 
ſome injoyments. Religion in power 1s to att for 


| God with ſtrength, vigor , earneſtneſs, intenſe- 


neſs, delight , chearfulneſs , ſeremty and calm- 
neſs of mind. The Fruits of the Spirit are Foy in 
the Holy Ghoſt and Peace: Fear, diſquiet, and 


 terrors are #ſually the introdattion to a better ſtate, 


but they are not of the E ſſentials of Religion >" year 
the contrary frame of Spirit 1s tobe ſtriven for. 


To ſpeak, yet more plainly and to tell you, Ho- 
roured Sir, what Fears and jealouſies are, with 
reverence to your ſelf, and tender affettion to all 
your Family, I fear that you your ſelf are ſubjett to 
too many deſponding melancholy thoughts. The 
cauſes whereof give me leave with [abmiſſion to 
gueſs at. The firſt I think, may be your refletting 


6 your entring upon the Mimſtry without that 


| Reverence, Care, holy Zeal for God, Love to 
| Chriſt and Compaſſion to Souls, which ts required 
of every one that undertakes that Holy Office ;, it 


may be there was rather a reſpect to your own li- 
ving in the World than of ling to God in the 
World,be it thus, beit not as bad, or be it worſe 


"the remedy is the ſame, Theſe 1506 a wounding 


- power 
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power in them, which will be felt to be ore. 


vous , when felt as they are in themſelves , but 


= 


continual ſorrow and ſad thoughts do keep thuf 


wound open roo long , and are not available ti 
the having of it cured. Wounds indeed must be 
firſt opened that they may be cleanſed, they muſt 
be opened that their filth may be diſcovered in re- 
ference to a prroins and healing ; but no longer 


than the Balm of Gilead is to be applicd, that they 


may be healed, And when Chriſt 1s made uſe of 


artght , he lezvath joy and comfort, yet a con- 
ſtant humility of ſpirit is no way inconſiſtent with 
this peace of God, 

A ſecond cauſe of your heavineſs may be 4 


| fenſe of the ſtate of the people which God hath 


Committed to you, and indeed who can but 
mourn over people in ſuch a condition , objetts 


of pity they are, and the more becauſe they pit) 


not themſilves, JT have often wretled with God 
that he would direftt you in what ts your aut) 
concerning them , which ] perſwade my ſelf 
your earneſt requeſt. Now if after your ſeri- 
0us examinng of your ſelf what your Conſcience 
doth conclude to be your duty, you do it, and 
fee you do it ; you are then to reſt upon God 
for his effettual working, Let not any think,to 
be more merctſul than God , for wherein he 
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doth, he ooes beyond his bounds : And thus 1s no 


more cauſe of heavineſs to you , than the oppo- 
ſition that the Apoſiles found at any time Wai, 
who notwithſtanding reed im tribulation 


Another 


<—_ 
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Another cauſe of heavineſs may be what diviſi- 


| ons are between your ſelf and ſome of your Re- 
' lations, O that a ſpirit of mechneſs and wiſdom 


might remove all cauſe of ſorrow for that. But 
were the power of Godlineſs more in hearts and fa. 
miles, all the cauſes of ſuch trouble would ſoon be 
removed, there would be leſs that would deſerve 
reprehenſion , and there would be a fittedneſs of 
ſperit ro grve and bear reproef ; to grve in meek- 
neſs and tenderneſs, and to bear in humility, pa- 
tience and thank fulneſs. Some cares and thoughts 
you may have concerning your Family when you 
are gone. But let Faith and former Expert- 
ence teach you to drive away all ſuch tyoughts, 
Your conſtitution and ſolttarineſs may alſo be 
ſome cauſe of melancholy; but there 1s a Dt) 
which if it were exerciſed would disfel all ; 
which 1s heavenly meditation , and contempla- 
tion of the things which true Chriſtian Religt- 
on tends to, If we did but walk, cloſely with 
God one hour in a day inthis Duty, O Whar 1n- 
fluence wonld it have into the whole day beſides, 
and duly performed into the whole life. Thws 
Duty with the uſefulneſs, manner and diretti- 
ons, &c. I knew in ſome meaſure before , but 
had it more preſſed upon we. by Mr. Baxter's 


| Saints Everlaſting Reſt, that can ſcarce be 
| over-valued, for which ] have cauſe for ever to 


bleſs God. As for your dear Wife , I fear the 
cares and troubles of the World take off her 
mind too much frem walking with Cod fo cloſe- 


ly as fie onght 10 dn, and From that earneſt mn- 


aeavour 
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deavonr after higher degrees of grace. I commend 
therefore to her and all this excellent duty of medi- 
tation; It is a bitter ſweet duty, bitter to corrupt 
nature, but ſweet to the regenerate? part, if per- 


formed. I intreat her and your ſelf, yea I charge PF 


it upon you with humility and tenderneſs, that God 
have at leaſt half an hour allowed him in a day for 
this Exerciſe : Oh this mot precious ſoul-raiſing, 
ſoul-raviſhng , ſoul-perfeiting duty ! Take thy 
from your dear friend as ſpoke with reverence and 
real love and fauhfulneſs. My fear and jealouſie 
le#t I ſhould ſpeak. in vain, maketh me ſay again : 
For God by me dothcharge this upon you. 


., One more direftion let me give, that none w 
your Family ſatisfie themſelves in Family Prayer : 
But let every one twice a day if it may be poſſible, 
graw near to God in ſecret duty. Here ſecret 
wants way be laid open; here great mercics may be 


begged with great earneſtneſs ; bere what wan- \ 


arings and coldneſs were in family duty, may be re- 


pented and mended. This is the way to get ſeri- | 


ouſneſs, reality, ſincerity , chearfulneſs in Reli- 
gion 5 And thu the Foy of the Lord may be your 
Strength. Let thoſe which know their duty do tt ; 


if any think. it not a neceſſary duty, let them fear | 
leſt they loſe the moſt excellent help for a holy , uſe- | 


ful, joyful life under the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit ; 
whilſt they negleth that which they think unneceſſa- 
ry. Take ſome of theſe direftions from ſincere 


ajfeftion, ſome from my own experience, and all 


from a real and compaſſionate deſire of your joy and 


Cormmort. 
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comfort. The Lord teach you in this and in the 

reſt. I intreat you never to reſt labouring tiff 

' you have attained to true ſpiritual joy and peace in 

# the Lord, The Ged of peace give you this diredti= 
on, and the foretaſts of his comforts inthis life , 
and perfettion in cternal life, in the injoying of 
infinite holineſs, purity , aud excellency through 
Chriſt, Thuspraying I reſt----- 


— — —_——— 


In another Letter to a Reverend Friend 


that had the care of many Children, 


he thus advileth. 


| vir y 


OUR Charge 1s great upon 4 temporal ac- 
connt , but greater upon a ſpiritual, many 
Souls berng committed to your charge. Ont of an 


| earneſt deſire of the good of ſouls and your own joy 


and peace, I importunatel 'y requeſt that you would 


| have a great care of your Children, and be often 


dropping in ſome wholſom admonitions; and this I 


| humbly, with ſubmiſſion to your Fudgment mit , 
| commend to you : Not to admontſh them always to- 


_ gether, but likewiſe privately one by .one, not let- 


ting the reſt know of it, Wherein you may pleaſe to 
preſSupon them thei; natural corruption, their ue- 
ceſſity of regeneratton, the excellency of Chriſt , 
and hew unſpeakable lovely it it 15 to ſee young 

OHMS 


( 16 
ones ſetting out for Heaven. Thu way I think: 
may do moſt good, having had experience of u| 
my ſelf in ſome ſmall meaſure, God grant that all: 
may work for the.edifying of thoſe which are com. | 
wittedto you. Þ leave you under the protettion Þ | 

C 


of him that hath loved us, and given himſelf 


for H-—- [ 
Thus you ſee how he ſeemed {ſwallowed up Þt v 
with the affairs of another World. { 
r 

(57hons es ti 
CHAP. 111. h 

at 

» His Carriage when Fellow of the College, at |" 
hs 4 twenty years of age. cl 
g: 


Hen he was about twenty years old, he Þ' 

was made Fellow of the College , 

which did not a little advance thoſe noble pro- {hi 
jets which he had in his head, for the promo- Þ'" 
ting of the intereſt of the Lord Chrijt. Then $1 
how ſweetly would he inſinuate into the young 
ones, deliring to carry as many of them as pol- la 
fibly he could along with him to Heaven : Ma- 
ny attempts he made upon fome of the ſame lo 
houte, that he might ſeaſon them with grace, by 
and animate, and incourage thole which were 
looking towards Heaven. And as for his own 
Relations, never was there a more compaſſio- 
nate and tender-hearted Brother. How many 
athetical Letters did he ſend to them ! and 

bs did he follow them with Prayers and he 
tnat 


(17) 
that they might prove ſucceſsful ! how frequent- 
ly would he addrets himfelr to them in private ! 
and how ready to improve providences and vi- 
-- | fits that be might ſet them home upon ti;em? 
2» © How excellently would he ſet forth the beauty 
1fÞ of Chriſt ! He. earneſtly would perſwade them 

to inquire into the ſtate of their fouls. How 
ip Þ would he indeavour to bring them off from 
landy foundations, and reſting upon their own 
| righteouſneſs! In a word, he wes ſcarce content 
togo to Heaven without, and through mercy 
he was very ſucceſsful among his own Relations , 
and the whole family ſoon favoured of his ſpi- 
rit: How were the Children put upon getting: 
choice Scripture and their Catechiſms, and in- 
gaged in {ecret prayer and meditation. . Father, 
he Þ Mother, Brethren, Siſters, Boarders were the 
, Þbctter tor his excellent example and holy ex- 
o- \bortations. He was a good 1Vurſe if not a /pi- 
io. (11tnal Father to his natural Father, as you 
en (may read afterwards ; and fome of his Brethren 
ng ſhave caule to bleſs God for ever that ever they 
of. law his face , and heard his words, and obſer- 
Aa. (ved his converſation , which had fo much of 
me lovelineſs and beauty in it, that it could not 
but commend Religion to any that did taxe no- 
iceof it. He could ſpeak in St. Paul's words , 
Brethren, my hearts deſire and prayer to God for 


wn 

30- (Y'all, is that you may be ſaved. 

ny, Read what his heart was in theſe ſollowing 
and W-0Es. 

rs, 


E Diſtance 
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Diſtance of place cannot at all leſſen that 


natural bond whereby we are conjoyned in blood, 


neither ought to leſſen that of love. Nay, where 
true love ts it cannot, for love towards you ] 
can only ſay this, That ] feel it better than 1 
can expreſs it ;, as it 1s wont to be with all affe- 
ftions: But love felt and not expreſſed 1s little 
worth. 1 therefore deſire to make my love ma- 
manifeſt in the beſt way Ican. Let us look up- 


on one another not as brethren only, but as men-| 
bers of the ſame Body whereof Chriſt is the Head.) 
Happy day will that be wherein the Lord will 


diſcover that Union ; let us therefore breath 
and hunger after this, ſo that our cloſeſt knot 


"<anay meet in Chriſt: if we are in Chriſt and 


Chriſt in us then we ſhall be one with on: 
another. This I kyow, you cannot complain 


for want. of inſtruftion, God hath not been tf 
us a dry Wilderneſs or a barren Heath ; youf 


have had line upen line, and precept upon pre- 
cept he hath planted you by the Rivers of 
Water : It is the Lord alone indeed who ma- 
keth fruitful , but yet we are not to Stand 
Jill and do nothing. There 1s a Crown worth 
ſeeking for ; ſeth therefore, and that earne#t- 
ly. Oh ſeek, by continual prayer , heep your 
Soul in a praying frame , this is a great at 
neceſſary Dury , nay a hich and precious Privi- 
ledge. If thou cant ſay nothing , came and 
lay thy ſelf in an humble manner before the 
Lord. You may believe me, for I havethroufh 
merry experienced what I ſay. There 1s mot 

| ſwert- 
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at ſweetneſs £0 be got iN one olimpſe of Gols Love, 
d, fl than in all that rhe World can afford. Oh do * 
Te but try - Oh taſt and ſte how good the Lord 1. 

I Get into a Corner and throw your ſelf down 
I'll before the Lord, and beg of God to make you 
Fe-W8 ſenſible *of your loſk undone ſtate by nature , 
the Þ ind of the excellency and neceſſity of Chriſt. 
1a-W Say, Lord give me a broken heart, ſoften and 
p-Þ melt me. Any thing in the World, ſo I may 
mV be but inabled to value Christ, and be perſwa- 
ad. ded to accept of him, as he ts ns in the 
vill Goſpel, Oh that I may be delivered from the 
athÞ wrath to come : Oh t bleſſing for me, even 
net for me, and reſolve not to be content till the 
may Lord have in ſome meaſure anſwered you. - On 
one my Bowels yern towards you ;, my Heart works. 
an 0b that you did but know with what affettion 1 
' OE write now to you , and What rayers and tears 
youP have been mingled with theſe lines ' The Lord 
pre-W ſet theſe things home, and give you an heart 
| of ito apply them to your ſelf , the Lord blef all 
ma-B the means that you enjoy, for his Bleſſing ui all 
antÞin all. Give me leave to deat plainly, and to 
orth Gl come yet a little cloſer to you, for 1 love yout 
e5-Þ Soul fo well, that I cannot bear the thoughts of 
yourWlthe loſs of ir. Know this, that there is ſuch a thing 
ant as the new Birth , and except aman be born a- 
Bain, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
antflven. : Gods Favour is not to be recovered with- 
. thefoutir. This ner» Birth hath its foundation laid 
ugh Rin a ſenſe of ſin and a godly furrow for it ; and 
mos heart ſet againſt it, without this there can 
yert- £25 . be 


4nd are under fears of Hell run to duty and reform 
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be no ſalvation. Look well about you and ſee int 
your ſelf , and thou wilt ſee that thou art a 
Hells mouth without this firſt ſtep, and nothing but 
free grace and pure _ 15 between you and the 
ſtate of the Devils. The Lord deliver ua from 
a ſecure careleſs heart * Here you ſee a natural 
mans condition. How dareſt thou then lye down 
in ſefurity. Oh look, about for your ſouls ſake. 
What ſhall I ſay , what ſball I do to awaken your 
poor foul ! I ſay again, without repentance there 
z5 20 remiſſion ;, and repentance it ſelf may loſe it: } 
labour if it be not in the right manner. Then| 
rears, and groans, and prayers will not do with-| 
out Coriſt. Moſt when they are convinced of ſin, 


ſomething, and thua the wound 1s healed , and by 
this thouſands fall ſhort of Heaven, For if we 
be not brought off from our ſelves and our righte- 
onſneſs as well asour ſins we are never like to bt 
ſaved. We mud#t ſee an abſolute need of a Chriſt, 
and give our ſelves up to him, and count all but 
dung and droſs in compariſon of Chriſt s righte- 
ouſneſs. Look, therefore for mercy only in Chriſs, 
for his ſake rely upon Gods mercy. The terms 0 
the Goſpel are, Repent and Believe ; oratiouf 
terms ! Mercy for fetching, nay mercy for dry F 
fring , nay for nothing but receiving. Doſ# thai 
defire mercy and grace, I know thou doſt ;, eve 
rhis us the gift of God to deſire, hunger afte 
Chriſt, let deſires put you upop indeavonr, th 
work zt ſelf 1s ſweet ;, yea repentance and mourninſ 
1 ſelf hath more ſweetneſs tn it, than all the worl 
com 


fy 
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comforts. Upon repentance and believing comes 
ef juſtification , after ths ſanttification , by the 
he [pirit dwelling in us. By this we come to be 
mb the Children of God, to be made partakers of 
a the divine nature, to lead new lives, to have 
on « ſurtableneſs to God, It's unworthy of a Chri- 
e | ff1an to have ſuch a narrow ſpirit as not"to att 
ur for Chriſt with all ones heart, and ſoul, and 
yell ftrength , and might. Be not aſhamedof Chriſt, 
itrY be not afraid of the frowns and jeers of the wick- 
on ed. Be ſure to keep a Conſcience word of offence, 
þ.þ 4nd yield by no means to any known ſin; bemuch 
in, in prayer, in ſecret prayer, and in reading the 
1m Scriptures. Therein are laid up the glorious , 
by Myſteries which are hid from many eyes. My 
welb greateſt deſire 1s, that God would work, his own 
te. great work in you. I deſire to ſee you not as for= 
ef} merly, but thas the Lord would make me an in- 
ib, [Frument of your ſouls good for which I greatly 


buy long. 
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10 : 

de His particular Addreſſes to his Brethren, for 
thou their Sonls good and the ſucceſs 


thereof. 

efter 

the H* wrote many Letters of this Nature, and 
nin deſired oftentimes to be viſiting his Bre- 
rd thren that he might particularly addreſs him- 
cowWielf tothem and ſee what became of his letters, 


C3 pray- 
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prayers and tears, and he was very watchful 
over them, ready to reprove and convince them 
of fin, and ready to incourage any beginnings of 
a good work in them. To inſtance in a particu- 
lar or ty;o. 

One time perceiving one of his brothers aſleep 
at prayer in the family; he prcſently took oc- 


calion to ſhew him what a high contempt it was. 


of God, what a little ſenle ſuch a man muſt have 
of his own danger, what dreadtul hypocrilie, 
what a miracle of patience that he was not 
awakencd in flames. After he had been a while 
affectionately pleading with him, it pleaſed the 
Lord to ſtrike in with ſome power and to melt 
anU ſoften his brothers heart when he was about 
cleven years old, 1o that it was to be hoped that, 
then the Lord began ſavingly to work upon the 
heart of that Child. For from that time for- 
ward a conſiderable alteration might be diſcern- 
ed in him. When he perceived it he was not 
a little pleaſed. This put him upon carrying on 
the work, that conviftion might not wear off 
till it ended in converſion. To this end he wrote 
to him to put him in mind of what God had done 
for his Soul, begging of him not to reſt ſatisfied till 
he knew what a thorow change and effetual cal- 
ling meant. I hope , ſaid he, that God hath a 
ood work to do in you, for you, and by you ;, yea 
{ hepe he hath already begun it. But Oh take not 
rot up with ſome beginnings, faint deſires, lazy 
ſeckings : Oh remember your former tears; oue 
2 zy weep a little for ſin and yet go to Hell for ſin; 
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many that are under ſome ſuch work, ſhake off 
the ſenſe of tt , murder their convictions and return 
again to folly. Oh ! take heed, if any draw back 
the Lord will take no pleaſure in them; bur I hope 
better things of you. 


He would allo obſ:rve how his brethren car- 
ried it aſter duty , whether they leemed to run 
prelently to the World with greedineſs as if 
duty were a Task, or whether there ſeemed to 
be an abiding impreſſion of God atd the things 
of God upon them. 

His vehement love and compaſſon to Souls 
may be further judged of by thele following ex- 
preſſions, which he uſed to one of his Rel:ti- * 
ons. After he had been ſpeaking how infinite- 
ly it was below a Chriſt:an to purſue with gree- 
dinefs the things which will be but as gravel in 
the teeth , if we mind not the rich p—_ 
which is in our Fathers Houſe. Oh what folly 
is it to trifle in the things of God / But I hope 
better things of you; did I not hope,why ſhould 
I not mourn in ſecret for you as one caſt out a- 
mong the dead ? Oh what ſhould I do for you 
but pour out my foul like water, and give my 
Gad no reſt till he ſhould graciouſly viſit you 
with his ſalvation; till he caſt you down and 
raiſe you up, till he wound you and heal you 
29a1n. 

Thus what with his holy example, warm and 
wiſe exhortations , prayers , tears and ſecret 
- groans, ſomewhat of the beauty of Religion 
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was to be ſeen in the family where he lived, 


—— 
—_ 
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CHAP. V. 


His great love to, and Faguany in the duty of 
Prayers: With remarkable ſucceſs. 


E was mighty in Prayer , and his Spirit 
H was oftentimes ſo tranſported in it that 
he forgot the weakneſs ot his own body and 
of others ſpirits : Indeed the acquaintance that 
he had with God was 1o ſweet , and his con- 


verſe with him ſo frequent , that when he was 


ingaped in duty he ſcarce knew how to leave 
that which was ſo delightful and ſuited to his 
iririt. His conſtant courle for ſome years was 

is. He prayed at leaſt three times a day in 
fecret , ſometimes ſeven times, twice a day 
inthe Family or College. And he found the 
ſweetneſs of it beyond imagination, and injoy- 
ed y;onderful communion with God, and taſted 
much of the pleaſantneſs of a Heavenly Life. 
And he could fay by experience , That the 
wayes of wildom were ways of pleafantnels , 
and all her paths peace. He knew what is was 
to wreſtle with God, and was come to that 
paſs, that he could fcarce come off his knees 
without his Fathers Bleſſing. He was uſed to 
converſe with God with a holy familiarity as a 
friend, and would upon all occaſions run to 


him for adviſe , and had many ſtrange and im- | 


mediate 
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mediate anſwers of prayer. One of which 1 think 
it not altogether impertinent to give the world 
an account of. 

His Honoured Father Mr. William Faneway 
Miniſter of Xelſhall in Harrfordſhire being lick, 
and being under ſomewhat dark apprehenlions 
as to the ſtate of his Sc ul, he would often ſay 
to his Son Fohn : Oh Son ! this paſſing upon e- 
ternity is a great thing, this dying is a ſolemn 
bulineſs and enough to make any ones Heart 
ake , that hath not his pardon ſealed, and his 
evidences for Heaven clear. And truly Son [ 
am under no {mall fears as to my own eſtate tor 
another world. Oh that God would clear his* 
love / Oh that I could fay chear:ully I can dye; 
and up6n good grounds be able to look death 
in the face, and venture upon eternity with well 
grounded peace and comiort ! 

His ſweet and dutitul Son made a ſuitable re- 
ply at preſent ; but fecing his dear Father con- 
tinuing under deſpondings of {pirit (though no 
Chriſtians that knew him but had a high e- 
ſteem of him for his uprightneſs ) he got by 
himſelf and ſpent ſome time in wreſtling wit 
God upon his Fathers account, earneſtly beg- 
ging of God that he would fill him with joy 
unſpeakable in believing, and that he would 
ipeedily give him lome token for good that he 
might joytully and honourably leave this world 
to goto a better. After he was riſcn from his 
knees he came down to his fick Father and asked 


him how he felt himſelf. His Father made no 


anlwer 
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anlwer for {ome time, but wept exccedingly 
(a paſſion that he was not fubject to) and con- 
tinued for ſome conſiderable time in extraor- 
dinary paſſion of weeping , fo that he was 


not able to ipeak. But at laſt having reco: | 


vered himlelt with unſpeakable joy, he burſt out 


into ſuch expreſſions as thele. Oh Son! now it Þ 


15 come, it 15 come, it is come. Iblels God] 
candye : The Spirit of Go4 hath witneſſcd wich 


my Spirit that | am his Child. Now I can look \ 


up to God as my dear Father , and Chrilt as 


my Redecmer ; | can now lay this 1s my Friend | 
and this is my Beloved. My heart is full, it is | 


, brim full, | can hold no more. I] xnow now 
what that ſentence means, The peace of God 
which paſſcth underſtanding, I know now what 
that white Stone is wherein a ncw Name is writ- 
ten , which none. know but they which have 


it. And that fit of weeping which you taw | 


me in, was a fit of overpowring love and 
Joy, 1o great that I could not for my heart con- 
tain my tclt: Neither can I expreſs what glo- 
rious diſcoveries God hath made of himſelf un- 
tome. And had that Joy bcen preater , I 
queſtion whether I could have born it , and 
whether it would not have ſeparated foul and 


| 


body. Plefs the Lord, Oh my foul, and all that F 


is within me blets his holy Name, that hath par- 
doned all my fins and ſealed the pardon. He 
hath healed my wounds, and cauſed the bones 
vehich he had broken to rejoyce. Oh help me 
to blels the Lord! tic ati put anc fonginto my 
mouth: 
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mouth : Oh bleſs the Lord for his infinite good- 
neſs and rich mercy ! Ohnowl1 candie! it is no- 
thing. 1 bleſs God I can dye. I defire to be dif- 


ſolved and to be with Chriſt. You may well 
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think that his ſons heart was not alittle refreſhed 
to hear ſuch words, and ſec ſuch a ſight, and to 
meet the meſſenger that he had ſent to Heaven 
returned back again ſo ipcedily. He counted 
himſelf a ſharer with his Father in this mercy , 


| and it was upon a double account welcome , 


as it did ſo wonderfully latisfie his Father, and 
aSit was ſo immediate and clear an anſwer of 
his own prayers, as if God had from Heaven 
laid unto hun , Thy tcars and prayers arc heard | 
for thy Father : thou haſt like a Prince prevaiied 
with God: thou haſt got the bleſſing: thy fer- 
vent praycrs have been cfteftual : go down and 


| {ceeclle. 


Upon this, this precious young man broke 
forth into prayſes and even into another exta- 
lie of joy that God ſhould deal fo familiarly 


with him; and the Father and Son together 


were fo full of joy, light, liſc, love and praiſe 


that there was a little Heaven in the place. He 
could not then but exprels himſclfin this man- 
ner. Oh bleſted and for cvcr bleſſed be God 
for his infinite grace! Oh who would not pray 
unto God ! Verily he is a God that heareth 
prayers, and that my Soul knows right well ! 
And then he told his joytul Father, how much 
he was affeed with his :orincr delpondings and 
what he had been prayipg for juſt before with 
all 
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all the earneſtneſs he could for his ſoul, and how 
the Lord had immediately anſwered him. His 
Father hearing this, and perceiving that his for- 


mer comforts carne in in a way of prayer, and f 


his own Childs prayer too, wasthe more refreſh- 
ed and was the more confirmed, that it was from 


the ſpirit of God, andno deluſion. And imme- | 
diately his Son ſtanding by he fell into another þ 
fit of triumphing joy, his weak body being al- | 
moſt ready to {ink under that great weight of ) 
glory that did ſhine in fo powerfully upon his | 
Soul. Hecould then fay, Now let thy ſervant | 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have leen thy 1al- | 


yation. He could now walk through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death and fear no evil. Oh how 
{weet a thing is it to have ones intereſt in Chriſt 
cleared, how comiortable to have our call.p 
and eleciion madeture ! How lovely is the tight 
of a {miling Jeſus when one is dying { How re- 
freſhing is it when heart and fleſh and all are fail- 
ing, to have God for the ſtrength of our hea*t 
and our portion for ever ! Oh did the tooliſh 
unexperienced world but know what thele things 
mean, did they but underſtand what it is to be 
{olaced with the believing views of glory,to have 
their ſenles ſpiritually exercifed, could they but 
taſt and lee how good the Lord is, it would foon 
cauſe them to diſreliſh their low and bruitiſh 
pleaſures, and look upon all worldly joys as in- 


finitely ſhort of one £limpſe of Gods love ! After 


this, his revereat Father had a ſweet calm upon 


his ſpirits, and went in the ſtrength ofthat provi 


lion, 
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| ſion, that rich grace laid in till he came within 
the Gates ofthe New Feru/alem : having all his 
Graces greatly improved, and ſhewed fo much 
'- | humility, loveto, and admiring of God, con- 
d F tempt of the World, ſuch prizing of Chriſt, ſuch 
1- F patience as few Chriftians arrive to, eſpecially 
m } his Faith, by which with extraordinary conft- 
z- | dence he caſt his W:dow and eleven fatherleſs 
r þ Children upon the care of that God who had fed 
- F -him with this 2danna in his wilderneſs tate. The 
}f } benefit of which faith all his Children (none of 
is þ which wore in his lifetime provided for) have 
it | ſince to admiration experienced. And it is ſcarce 
[- | to beimagined how helpful this his precious Son 
Y þ Zobn Faneway was to his Father by his heavenly . 
w þ diſcourſe, humble advice and prayers. After a 
& þ four Months confli with a painful conſumption 
8 | and HeRick Feaver, his honoured Father lweer- 
it | ly ſlept in Jeſus. 


= » 
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\ CHAP. VI. 

Ss | His Care of Mother and other Relations after 
C his Fathers death, 

(> 

IC Fter the death of his Father be did what 
he coull to ſupply his abſence, doing 


h | the part of Husband, Son, Brother: fo that he 
1- | wasno ſmall comfort to his poor Mother in her 
r | dilconfolate ſtate, and all the reſt of his Relati- 

ons that had any ſenſe of God upon their 
| A ſpirits, 


** 
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ſpirits. To one of which he thus addreſſed him- 
{elf upon the death of a ſweet Child. 


« Daily obſervation and every mans experi- 

« ence pives ſufficient teſtimony to it, that af- 
« flictions of what kind ſoever by how much 
© the1ſcldomer they arc, the more grievous they 
«ſeem. We have of a long time failed in the 
& rivers of bleſſings which God hath plentiful- 
« ly poured forth among us: Now if we come 
& where the waves of afflition do but a little 
© more than orcCinarily ariſe, we begin to have 
© our fouls alinoſt carried down with fears and 
«© pricfs; yea the naturak man if not counter- 
« nowred by the Spirit of God, will be ready 
<* to entertain murmuring and repining thoughts 
<« apainſt God himſelf. Whereas, if all our life 
© had been a pilgrimage full of forcows and af- 
« flitions ( as wc d:fervei! ) and had b::t rare- 
« ly been intermingled viith comforts , we 
* ſhould have been more fitted to bear affliti- 
© ons. Thus it is naturally : but we ought to 
* counter-work againſt rhe ſtream of nature by 
*-a new principle wrought in us, and whattſo- 
<Ceyer nature doth err in, grace is to reat- 
<« fie. And they upon whom grace is beſtowed 
« ought to {ct grace on work. For whereforc 
«is grace beſtowed unlets that it ſhould a& in 
«us; It hath pleaſed the Lord to make a 
« breachin your family. There where the knot 
« is faſteſt tied; wnen it is dilunited the change 
« becomes greater ayd ihe grict is the more in- 
« larged, 


A 
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* larged. So that hereim you who are moſt 
* moved are moſt to be exculet and comfort- 
*ed, the ſtrength of a Mothers affe&ions' I 
* believe none bvt Mothers know, and greateſt 
* aftetions when they are diſturbed breed the 
* oreateſt grief. But when afflitions come 
* upon us what will be our duty? Shall we 
*© then give our {elves up to' be carried away 
** with the grieving paſſions? Shall we becauſe 
** of one affliction, caule our fouls to walk 37 
* ſadneſs all our days, and drive away all the 
** l:ght of comfort from our eyes by cauſing our 
* touls to be obſcured under the ſhades of me- 
'© lancholy ? Shall we quarrel with our Maker 
* and call the wile righteous Judge to our bar? - 
* Doth he not puniſh us leſs than we deſerve ? 
© Is there not mercy and truth in all his difpen- 
* fations ? Shall we by continual ſorrow add af- 
* flition to afflittion and ſo become our own 
*tormentors? Are we not rather under aMiQi- 
© ons to ſee if any way we may finda glimple of 
« Gods love ſhining in towards us and to to 
* raiſe up our louls nearer God. Is there not 
* enough in God and the Holy Scriptures to 
*bear up our Spirits under any afflietions, let 
*them benever lo great. What do you lay to 
*that word ; who is there among you that tear- 
*eththe Lord,and that obeycth the voice of his 
«* {ervant that walketh in darkncts and ſeeth no 
*light,let him truſt inthe name of the Lnrd and 
«ſtay himſelf upon his God? Though all earthly 


* comforts were fled avway,anlthongh youcould 


« ſec 
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« ſee no light ſrom any of theſe things below z 
« yet if you look upward to God in Chriſt there 
© 1s comfort to be found, there is light to be 
© eſpicd; yea a great and glorious light, which 
<< if wecan rightly diſcern, it would put out the 
© light of all lower comforts, and cauſe them 
* to be vilely accounted of. But alas! alas! 
< thoſe heavenly comforts though they are in 
< themſelves fo precious, and if really and fen- 
©« fibly felt able to raiſe a mans foul from Earth, 
<« yea trom Hell to the foretaſt of Heaven it ſelf, 
© yet fo: want of a ſpiritual ſenſe they are by 
*© moſt of the world undervalued, flighted, and 
** thought to be but fancies. Nay let me ſpeak 
©« freely : Chriſtians themſelves and thoſe that 
*we have cauſe to hope are men of another 
* world and truly born again yet for want of 
©« a ſpiritual quicknels in this ſpiritual ſight and 
© {enle,thele comforts are too lowly and meanly 
© eſteemed of. 

© Itis a {piritual ſenſe that inableth a Chriſti- 
«en to behold a glorious luftre and beauty in 
< inviſibles , and raiſeth the ſoul up to the gate 
« of Heaven it ſelf, and wh-n he is there how 
© can he chooſe but look down with a holy 
« lighting and contempt upon the ſweeteſt of 
&« all earthly injoyments ? How can he chooſe 
© but think all creature comforts but ſmall , 
« compared with one look of love from Chriſt ? 
© This heavenly comfort was that which David 
&« did ſo much deſire. Lord lift up the light of 
« thy countenance upon me was the language of 
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&« his ſoul,and when this was come; how was hits 
« heart inlarged? Thou haſt put joy and gladneſ; 
«*in my heart more than in the time when their 
* Cornand Wine increaſed. He then that in 
&« afflictions would find comfort, muſt ſtrive to 
* {ee ſpiritual comforts to be the greateſt, even 
* that comfort which is from God, in the face 
© of Jeſus Chriſt ; this, this will be a cordial, 
* this will be as marrow and fatneſs to the toul. 
©« They that have intereſt in Chriſt, what need 
* they be moved and diſcomfited with any 
«© worldly trouble? Is not Chriſt better than 
* ten Children, is not his loving-kindnets better 
* than life ? Is not all the world a ſhadow com- 
* pared with one quarter of an hours injoymeiic 
© of him, even on this {ide of glory in lome of 
*his own Ordinances. O therefore ſtrive to 
«get your intereſt in this comfort ſecured and 
*then all's well. He that hath Chriſt hath all 
* things. If God be reconciled to you through 
& him, then he will with-hold no good thing 
«* from you. 

« We poor; fooliſh creatures do fcarce know 
* what is good for our ſelves, but it's no {mall 
* incouragement to the people of God that 
*Witldom it ſelf takes care of them, and one 
*that loves them better than they love them- 
*lelves looks after them : and he hath given 
* his promiſe for it, that all ſhall work together 
* for their good. And what better foundation ' 
* of comfort can there be in the whole world 
* than this / Why may you not then ſay with 
| D « the 
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«the Plalmiſt, why art thou caſt down, O my 
« foul, and why art thou ditquicted within me, 
© hope in God. Let not your ſoul ſink under 
& afflittions , for what reaſon have you to be diſ- 
« comfited under them. Can you gather from 
« thence, that the Lord doth not love you? No 
&« ſurely, but rather the contrary, for whom the 
« Lord loveth he chaſteneth,and fcourgeth eve- 
© ry Son whom he recciveth ; What Son is he 
« whom the Father chaſtencth not ? Wherefore 
&« lift up the hands which hang down, and the 
« feeble knees. 

Let this icrve as a remedy againſt exceſſive 


* grief. Get your love to God increaled, which 


N you do, the love of all other things will wax 
cold. Andif you have given God your heart, 
you w.:ll give him Icave to take what he will 
that is yours, and what he 7th you will judge 
rather well kept than loſt. 

Remember that Scripture, and let it have its 


duc impreſſion upon your lpirit He that loves 


Father or Mother , Brother or SiSter , yea, or 
Children more than me, 1s not worthy of me. O 
labour to have your afte@ions therefore more 
raiſed up to him who is moſt worthy of them, 
let him have the uppermoſt and greateſt room in 
your heart, and lct your love to al} other things 
be placed in {ubjce&ion to your love of God, 
be ruled by it, and directed to it. Be our 
earthly afflitions never to great , yet let this 
love to God poiſe our fouls to, that they may 


not be overveighed with grict on the one fide, 
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or ſtupidneſs onthe other fide. Again , Ict our | 
. | fouls be awed by that glorious power and om- 3 
x | nipotency of God, who is able to doany thing, | 
{.|*nd who wil! do whatloeyer plealcth him both 
» [in Heaven, and in Earth ; at whole word and 
7, for whole glory all things that are were made, 
| And what are we poor creatures that we ſhould 
>. | darc to entertain any hard thought of this God | 
\ef Tis dangerous contending with God ! Let us 
ef |carn that great Leſſon of religning up our ſelves 
1efand all we have to God, let us put our lelves 
as Inſtruments into the hands of the Lord to 
ze( do what he pleaſeth with us, and let us remem- , 
-h{ ber that it was our promilc and covenant with . 

x 60d to yield our ſelves up to him, and to Þ2 * 

t, [wholly at his dilpoſal. The foul is then in a 

114 {weet frame when it can cor di.:/ly ſay , it 5 the 

ml Lord, let him do what ſeemeth good 114 eyes. 

Not my wall, but thine be done. Again , let us 

ts] know,that though we cannot always ſce into the 
;5þ1eaſfonablencls of the ways of God , (for his 

or {Ways are often in the thick Cloud , and our 
Of weak eyes cannot look into thoſe depths in | 
-ef Which he walketh) yet all the ways of God 

n, {re juſt, holy and good. Let us therefore have 
;n4acare of ſo much as moving, much more of 

os entertaining any unworthy thoughts againſt 
1,$&0d. But let us ſubmit willingly to the yoak 

;r{ which heis pleaſed to lay upon us, leſt he break 

is 5 with his terrible judgments. And now it hath 
yIicemed good to God to lay this ftroak upon 

e, 00Þ, I pray labour rightly to improye it, and, 
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let this tryal prepare you for greater. And 
ſeeing the uncertainty of all worldly things, en- 
deavour with all your might to get your heart 
above them ; and I beſeech the Lord who is the 
great Phyſician of fouls, and knows how to ap- 
ply a ſalve to every fore of his, to comfort 
you.with his ſpiritual comforts, that he would 
tavourably ſhine upon you , and receive you in- 
to a nearer union and communion with himſelf. 
Into his hands I commit you , with him ] leave 
you praying that he would make up all in him- 
lelf. 

He was an excellent example to his younger 
Brethren; and his wiſe inftruions, and holy 
p-aCtices, did not a little influence them. He was 
a prudent Counſeller,and an Aſſiſtant that could 
not well be ſpared to his Eldeſt Brother : who 
was not a little ſenſible of that perſonal worth 
that was in his younger Brother, whom he 
would prefer before himſelt, as one whom he 


judged God had honored with far grentcr parts, | 
graces, and experiences than himſelf. The|, 


younger alſo did as humbly and heartily re-þ,j.. 


{pectt and honour him, as a ſerious Chriſtian, 
a Miniſter, and his Elder Brother, who had ob- 
liged h:m with more than ordinary kindnels. 


When he was but young, yet he began to beþ 
taken notice of by Ancient Miniſters and Chri-þ,; 


ſtians; though his modeſty was ſo great,that his 
huge parts were not a little obſcured thereby ; 
and. his vaſt worth was fo ballaſted with hu- 
mility, that he made no great nic in the meg 
an 
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and moſt were ignorant of his ſingular worth. 
A wile man that was intimately acquainted with 
him, would ſay of him, that he was like deep 
waters that were moſt ſtill, a man of hidden 
excellency. There were few that knew how 
clole he walked with God, and at what a high 
rate he lived, and how great a trade he drove 
for the riches of that other world : All which 
he laboured, as much as might be, to conceal, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Y LH: return to Kings Col.edge after his Fathers © 
5h death. Hs holy projets for Chriſt and Souls, 


0 V Hen his Father was dead, he returned 
again to Kings Colledge , and was a L 

Member of a lecret Cabal, which began to car- 
y on notable projets for Chriſt and fouls, and 
to plot how they might beſt improve their piſts 
and graces 1o, as that they might be moſt ſcr- - 
E&Piccable to God and their Generation. Their 
uſtom was frequently to meet together , to 
ray and to communicate ſtudies and experien- 
's, and to handle ſome queftion of Divinity, 
Ir in fome Scholaſtick way to exercile the gilts 
mich God had given them. Some of this com- 
any did degenerate, but others lived to let the 
Y 3 Fhorld underſtand, that what they did was 
Om a vital principle : Amongſt whom , this 
oung man was none of the leaſt ; who had a 
D 3 delign 
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deſign upon ſome of the 7#nors to ingage them 
if poſſible before they were ininared by wicked 
company , when they came freſh from School. 
After ſome time, moſt of his dear Companions 
were tr4ſplanted either into Gentlemens Fami- 
lies or Livings;z and this Mr. 74neway, being 
one of the youngeſt, was, for a while, Jeft a. 
lone in the Colledge. But he wanting the com- 
fortable diverſion of ſuitable godly lociety, fix- 
ed fo intenfely upon his Studies, that he ſoon 
gave fuch a wound to his bodily conſtitution, 
that it could never be throughly healed, 
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CHAT. VIE. 


fFRA 


Hu departure from the Culledge , to live ut 
Dr. Cox's Family. 


Fter a while, Dr. Cox wanting a T #te7 for 

his So7 in his Houle, {ent to the Prevoſt 
of the Colledge , to make choice of a man of 
true worth for him: In anſwer to whole re- | 
queſt, the Provoſt was pleaſed to ſend Mr. Fane- "Y 
way,. who did neither ſhame him that preferrcd 
him, nor diſappointed the expeRations of him 
that entertained him; but, by his d:lzgence, pro- 
found /carning, and ſucceſs in his undertaking, 
did not a little ob/zge the Relations of his Pupil. 
But his pains were ſo great, and his body lo 
weak, that it could not long hear up under ſuch 
works tothathe was forccd to ask cave of the 
Doctor. 
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Dottor , to try whether the change of the Air 
might not contribute ſomewhat to the mending 
the temper of his body, which now began fen{t- 
bly to decay. 

Whilſt he was in that Family,his carriage was 
ſo ſweet and obligtne , and his Converſation to 
ſpiritual, that it did not a little indear his pre- 
lence to them : ſo that I queſtion not but ſome 
of that Family will carry a ſweet remembrance 
of him along with them to their graves, and [ 
oft heard him owning the goodnels of God to 
him, in the bencfit that he got by the graces and 
experiences of ſome Chriſtians, in, and relating 
to that Family, whole tender love to him he did. 
gratefully reſent upon his Death-becd. 


—— 
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CHAP. IX. 


H:s Retire into the Country, and His 
firſt Sickneſs. 


E now leaves the Dottars Houle, and re- 
tires himſelf into the Country, to his Mo- 

ther and Eldeſt Brother, who did not ſpare to 
ule their utmoſt diligence and tenderneſs to re- 
cruit the decays of Nature, but hard Rudy, fre- 
quent and carneſt prayers, and long and in- 
tenſe Mcditations, had fo ruinated this frail Ta- 


"| bernacle, that ir could not be fully repaired : 


yet, by Gods bleſſurs upon care, and art , it 
was underproppcd for tome time. 
D 4 Whilſt 
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Whilſt he was in this declining condition, in 
which he could have little hopes of life , he 
was ſo far from being affrighted, that he recei- 
ved'the ſentence of death in himlelf with great 
joy, and wrote to his deareſt Relations to di- 
ipole them to a patient compliance with fuch a 
Diſpenſation as might ſeparate him and them 
fora while : And to wean their affeftions from 


him, he ſclemnly profeſſed, that as for him-- 


ſelf he was aſhamed to deſire and pray for life. 
Oh, faith he, Js there any thing here more de- 
ſrrable than the 4njoyment of Chriſt ? Can ] ex- 
pet any thing below, comparable to that bleſſed 
ifion! O, that Crown | that Reſt which remains 
for the People of God" and (bleffed be God) 
I can ſay, 1 know it is mine. 1 know that when 
this Tabernacle of Ciay ſhall be diſſolved, that 
I have a houſe not made with hands; and there- 
fore I groan, not to be uncloathed, but to be cloa- 


thed upon with Chriſt. To me to live 1s Chriſt, and 


' 20 die r5 gain, 


I can now through infinite mercy ſpeak, in the 
Apoſtles language, |_1 have fought the good fight, 
henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown incor- 
raptible, that fadeth not away.) 

When he perceived one of his neareſt Rela- 
tions diſtreſſed at the apprehenſions of his dearh; 
he charged him not to pray for his /ife, except 
it were purely with a reſpe& to the glory of 
God. I wiſh (laid he) / beg you, to keep 


your minds in a ſubmiſſive frame to the will of 


Cod congerning me. The Lord take you nearer 


ta} 
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to himſelf, that you may walk, with him; to 
whomif I go before , I hope you will follow af- 
ter. Yet after this, he was through mercy 
finely recovered, and his friends were not with- 
out lome hopes of his living to be eminently 
inſtrumental for Gods Glory in his Genera- 
tion, 

After he was recovered in ſome meaſure, he 


«| fell again to his former praftice of ingaging 


deeply in the ſecret and great dutics of Religion 
which he conſtantly praQtifed ( except when 
God diſcharged him by ſicknels:) ſecret prayer, 
at leaſt thee times a day, ſomctimes leven times, 


yea more, beſides Family and Colledge-duties,* 


which were before hinted, he ſect apart an hour 
every day for ſet and folemn Meditation, which 
duty he found unſpeakably to improve his graces, 
and to make no ſmall addition to his comforts : 
His time for that duty was moſt commonly inthe 
evening, when he uſually walked into the field, 
if the weather would permit ; if rot, he retired 
nto the Church, or any empty folitary room. 
Where (obſerving his conſtant praQtice, that, if 
poſſible, | might be acquainted with the reaton of 
his retirednels) I once hid my telf that I might 
take the more exa&t notice of the intercourle. 
that I judged was kept up between him and 
God. But, O what a ſpeRacle did | fee ! Sure- 
ly, a man walkins with God, converſling inti- 
mately with his Maker, and maintaining a holy 
familiatity with the great 7choveh. Methought 
L l.w one talking with Godz mcthoughts, 1 
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ſaw a ſpiritual Merchant in an heavenly Ex- 
change, driving a rich trade for the treaſures of 
the other world. O what a glorious fight it 
was ! Me-thinks, I ſee him ſtill ; how ſweetly 
did his face ſhine ! O, with what a lovely coun- 
tenance didhe walkup and down, his lips go- 
ing, his body o't reaching up, as if he would 
have taken his flight into Heaven ! His looks, 
{miles, and every motion ſpake him to be upon 
the very Confines of Glory. Oh, had one but 
known what he was then feeding on! Sure, he 
had meat to eat which the world knew not of ! 
Did we but know how welcom God made him 
-when he brought him into his Banqueting-houle. 
That which one might ealily perceive his heart 
to be moſt fixed upon, was, the infinite love 
of God in Chriſt to the poor loſt Sons and 
Daughters of Adam, What elſe meant his 
high expreſhons? What elſe did his own words 
to a dear friend (ignifie , but an extraordinary 
licnte of the ſreenels, fulnefs, and duration of 
that love. To ule his own words, God (l1aith 
he ). holds mine eyes moſt upon his Goodneſs, his 
meaſurable Goodneſs , and the Promiſes which 
are moſt ſure, and firm un Chriſt, His love to us 15 
ereater, ſurer, fuller than ours to our ſelves, For 
when we loven or ſelves ſo as todeſtroy our ſelves, 
he loved 4 fo as to ſave ws, 
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CHAP. X. 


His Exkhortations to ſome of his Friends. 


Nd that he might ingage others in more 

AX ardent afte&ions to God, he put words 1n- 

to their mouths 5 Let «s then ( faith he )' be- 
hold Him , till our bearts defire , till our very 
ſouls are drawn out after him , till we are 
brought uv acquaintance , mtimacy , delight tn 
him ! O that he would love me, O that I might 


love him! O bleſſed are they that know him 3 _ 


and are known of him / It is good tor me to 
draw nearto God. A day in his Court 1s bet- 
ter than a thouſand elſewhere ; My foul long- 
eth, yea fainteth for the Courts of the Lord, 
my hcart and my fleſh cryeth out for the living 
God. Oh that | were received into converle 
with him, that I might hear his voice, and ſec 
his countenance // For , Hs voice 15 ſiveet, and 
bis countenance is comely ! Oh that I might com- 
municate my felt to God, and that he would 
give himſelt to me ! O that I might love him! 
That | were ſick of /ore, that I might die in 
love / That I might lole my elf inhis love, as 
a {mall drop in the unfathomable depth of his 
love ! That I might dwell in his cternal love / 
O (laith he to a dear friend under lome fears as 
to his ſtate) ſtand ſtill and wonder, bchold his 
love and admire ; now, if never yet, conlider 
what 


— 
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what thou canſt diſcover in this precious Jeſus, 
Canſt thou not ſee ſo much till thou canſt ſee no 
more, not becaule of its ſhortneſs, but becauſe 
of thy darknels ? 

Here's a Sea; flins thy ſelf into it, and thou 
ſhalc be compaſſed with the height, and depth, 
and breadth, and length of love , and be filled 
with all the fulneſs of God. Is not this enough! 
What wouldſt thou have more ? Fling away all 
beſides God , God is portion enough, and the 
only proper portion ot the Soul. Haſt thou 
not taſted, haſt tho: not known, that his love is 
better than wine ? Haſt thou not ſmelt the ſavour 
of his precious 0yntments, for which the Virgins 
love him? This, this is He who is altogether 
lovely. And while I write, my heart doth 
burn, my foul is on fire, Iam fick of love. 

Dear foul, come near and look upon his face, 
and ſee whether thou canſt chuſe but love him. 
Fall upon him, imbrace him, give him thy dear- 
eſt choiceſt love: All's too little for him: let 
Faith and love kils him : You ſhall be no more 
bold than welcom. Fix thine eyes again and 
again upon him, and look upon his lovely {weet 
and Royal face; till thou art taken with this 
Beautiful Perſon , who hath not his Fellow 
upon the Earth, his Equal among the Angels. 
Come near , ſtill contemplate his Excellency, 
review each part, and thou wilt find him to be 
made up of love ; wind thy affections about him, 
bind thy foul to him with the cords of love, 
Thus ſhalc thou find a new life to animate on 
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foul; thou ſhalt then feel a new warmth to melt 
thy heart; & divine fire to burn up corruption, 
and to break forth into a flame of heavenly love; 
Dwell in this love, and thou ſhalt dwell in God, 
and God in thee. But now, me-thinks, 1 ſee 
youalmoſt all in tears becaule thou feeleſt not 
tuch workings of love towards God. Weep 
on ſtill; for, Love hath rears as well as grief : 
and tears of love ſhall be kept in his bottle, as 
well as they; yea, they thall be as pretious * 
jewels, and as an excellent ornament. Haſt 
thou felt ſuch meltings of loving-grief? Know, '{ 
that they are no other than the ſtreams of 1 
Chriſts love flowing to you, and through you -. | 
and from you to Him again. And thus is Chriſt 
delighted in beholding of his own beauties, in 
his Spouſes eye. 

l have prayed for a bleſſing for you, and on 
theſe related to you, and if they proveof any 
power by the {ſpirit of God ty you 1t will be 
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matter of joy and praiſe. By your dear friend, 
\ | John Faneway. 

7, _ E2008 _ _ 
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; CHAP. Xl. 

7 

Flis Temptations from Satan. 

Hus, you have a taſt ofhis ſpirit and may 
; perceive, what it was that he had his heart 


moſt ſet upon; and what kept his graces in ſuch 
vigor and activity; and how defirous he was 
that 
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that others ſhould be ſharers with him in this 
mercy : Yet, forall this, he had his gloomy 
days, and the Sun was ſometimes over-caſt, his 
ſweets were ſometimes imbittered with dread- 
ful and horrid temptations. The Devil ſhot his 
poyſonous Arrows at him; yet, through the 
Captain of his Salvation, he came more than 
a Conqueror out of the Field, He was, with 
Paul, many times lifred up into the third Heas- 
wens , and ſaw and heard things unutterable : 
but, leſt he ſhould be exalted above meaſure there 
was a Meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him. 

It would make a Chriſtians heart even ake to 

Þ..hear and read what ſtrange temptations this gra- 
' Cious Soul was exerciled with. But he was well 
armed for ſuch a conflit,having on the Shield of 
Faith , whereby he quenched the fiery darts of 
that wicked One : yet, this fight coſt him the 
{weating of his very body for agonics of ſpirit ; 
and tears and ſtrong crys to Heaven for freſh 
help. As for himſelf, he was wont to take an 
Arrow out of Gods Quiver, and diſcharge it by 
Faith and Prayer, for the difcomhture of his vio- 
lent Enemy who at laſt was fain to fly. 

Theſe temptations and conflits with Satan 
did not a little help him afterwards in his deal- 
ing with one that was ſorcly afflicted with temp- 
tations of the like nature. And becauſe] judge 
it of ſingular uſe to tempted ones , and find ve- 
ry many of latc to be exerciled in this kind , | 
thall infert a Letter of his, ſuitable to all Chri- 
ſtians in the like caſe. 
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A Letter of Mr. John Jancway. 
Dear Friend, 


Our Letters are bitter in the mouth , but 
lweet in the bclly; they contain mat- 
'ter of joy, under a diſmal .afpe& : they are 
*s00d news, brought by a meſſenger in mourn- 
*ing : I had rather hear of that which is mat- 
fter of ſubſtantial real joy, though mixed with 
*many ſighs, and interrupted with many 
* groans and fobs; than of that laughter, in the 
midſt of which the heart is ſad. 


* You ſay that you are troubled with blaſphe- 


'mous thoughts : ſo then, though they are 
© blaſphemous, yet they arc your trouble; and 
* thoughts they are too, and that neither ſent 
© for, nor welcom; and 1o are not aſlented to 
*in your mind. What then, ſha!l we think of 
"them? If they were of your own production, 
*your heart would be delighted in its own iſſue: 
* but you do nothing lets. Surc then, they arc 
"the injeions of that wicked one, who is the 
© Acculer of the Brethren, and the Gifturt- r of 
*the peace of the people of God. But: J:ih 
*$atan uſe to imploy thole weapons but 
*againſt tho'.* that he is in ome fear of loſing ? 
'Heis not wont to aſſault and fight againſt his 
*{ureft Friends in this manner. Thoſe that he 
'hath faſt in his own poſſeſſion, he leads on, as 
"foftly and quietly as he can; fearing leſt {uch 
| © diſturbance 
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© ſtriving with Satan , whilſt he would raviſh 
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© diſturbance ſhould make them Took about 
© them, and fo they ſhould awake, and lee their 
© danger. But as for thoſe that have in ſome 
© meature cſcaped his ſnares, he follows then 
hard, with all the diſcouragements he can 
©Surely, theſe things can be no other but a bit: 
©terreliſh of thoſe things, which you know to 
©be bitter after that you have taſted the honey 
© and the honey-comb ; after you have ſeen, hoy 
* 00d the Lord is. What then ſhall I call thele 
* motions of your mind? They are the Soul 
© loathing the morſels which Satan would haye 
© it to ſwallow down : yea , they are the ſoul; 


© the Spoule of Jeſus: And let the enemy of al 
© 500dneſs know , that he- ſhall e're long px 
* dearly for fuch attemps. But you will ſay, 
© If theſe horrible thoughts be not your (in, yah 
© they arc your trouble and miſery, and you def} 
© fire to be freed trom them ? and the moſt loyal 
© and loving Spouſe, had rather be delivered 
from thoſe aſſaults; But you will ask; Ho 

© ſhall I get free from them? Firſt, See that 
© you poſſeſs your ſoul in patience; and kno 

© this, that God hath an over- ruling hand in al 
F this : and wait upon him; for he can, and wil 
" bring forth good out of all this ſeeming evil 
* At preſent, you are in the dark and lee n 
© light: yet, Truſt in the Lord and ſtay you 
© ſelf upon your God, Can Chriſt forget thi , 
© purchaſe of his own blood, the price of Ii 


© ſoul, thoſe whom he hath fo intimately indez 
[4 rec 
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tred to himſelf? Ciun a Mother forget her ſuck; 
ting Child? Yet, God cannot forget his. God 
(hath loving and gracious intents in all this, and 
' his bowels yearn towards his. Yea, our Sa- 
f viour ſuffers with us, through his ardent love 
hide lympathy, as well as he hath ſuffered for 
IF us. But,for your being betid of theſe thoughts, 
you know who Hath all power in his hand, who 
'doth imploy this power in a way of love to- 
'wards his. This power is made yours through 
*the prayer of faith : But for your own work , 
do this. 
© Firſt, Let not ſuch thoughts have afiy time 
ofabode in your mind, but turn them ont with _ 
all the loathing and abhorrence you can z-but 
not with fo much trouble and difturbance of 
> PF mind as I believe you do. For by this the 
Devil is pleaſed , and he makes you your own 
1» "Þ Tormentor. 
© Secondly, Always then divert your thoughts 
to ſome good thing, and let thoſe very itjett- 
” F ons be conſtantly the occaſion of your more 
"F ſpiritual Meditation. Think the quite cofi- 
trary, or fall a praying with carneſtnels ; 
C and the Devil will be weary , if he find his 
of deſigns thus broken , and that thoſe ſparks of 
a VF Hel (which he ſtruck into the foul to kindle 
and inflame corruption, |) do put warmth into 
grace, and ſct Faith and Prayer a working ; 
when he perceives , That what he intended 
.J3 water to cool your love to God, proves 
ke'oyl to make it flame the more vehement- 
| (ER 'Iy 
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©fy; he will be diſcouraged. Thus reſiſt him, 
© and he will flee from you. 

* Thirdly, Conſider that this is nonew thing: 
©For, We are not in this ignorant of Gatan's 
* wiles, that, if any Soul hath efcaped out of 
© thechains of darkneſs, if he will have Heaven, 
i © he ſhall have it with as much trouble, as the 
© Devil can lay on ; and, ifhe and his had their 


© wills, no good man ſhould have one peaceable 
© hour : But, bleſſed be God for his everlaſting 
and unchangeable love to his, that the Devif 
© cannot pluck us out oi tholc Almighty arms, 
© with which he doth imbrace his dear Chil-J, 
© dren. i 
”*  ©Dearheart, my prayer for thee, is, Thath, 
© God would pive thee the peaccable fruit off, 
* righteouinels, after all thy afflic.:ions, and that}; 
© thou maiſt come out of thele trials, refined and, 
< purified, and more fit for thy Maſters uſe;h, 
© having this the end of all, to purge away thyþ 
© droſs, and take away thy lin, | 
© Thus hoping that at the length, God will 
© turn thy mourning into joy, thy trouble intoſ 
© triumph, and all thy ſorrows into a ſure and 
© table peace ; I leave you with him; and reft, 


Yours in our dear Lord, 


Tolm Taneway lf 
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He was much afraid of any decays in grace, 
'S:Þ of apoſtacy:;- yea , of flatneſs of ſpirit \, *ei- 
n'y ther in himſelf or others : and if he ſuſpe&ed 
© O'Y any thing of this nature in his neareſt relations, 
"a; {tie would dd' what he could poflibly; to reco- 
Ki yer them out of the ſnares of Satan ,'and to 
hem quicken them to higher and more noble vigorous 
ble piricual  aRs of religion. He laboured to 
neg maintain a conſtant tenderneſs and ſenſibility 
evil upon his heart 3, and to take notice of the leaſt 
mn gdeparture' of his Soul from God, or Gods abſen- 
tn: ting of Himfelf from the Soul, ( which was an 
, | Jexpreſon that was much in his mouth.) He had. 
[hat godly jealouſie over his Brothers : ' One of 
t Alfyhich was awakened by his fertous and particu- 
tha! xr application of himfelf ro him, when he was 
| ad E:hout eleven yearsold: But he knew, that Con- 

ule; þi-tion and Converſion are two things, and that 

ny pnany are ſomewhat affeted by a warm exhorts- 

$91, who quickly wear off thoſe impreffiotis, 

| Wilknd return to their former trifting with God g 

moBid neglet of their fouls. Wherefore, he deſi- 

aRd to carry on the work that he had ſome hopes 

5 well begun © He faboured to build ſure, and 

wild tip ; rhat he might be rooted nnd gtotmd- 

lin the Faith ſted:aft and unmoveable always 

oundrng iti the work of the Lord. Wherefore 

F* followed him, not only with private warnittgs, 

_—_— pathetical countfels and direCtions, 
with Letters, one of which fpoke int this 
guage. | 
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Another of his Letters of Private Werning and 
Pathetical Counſel, 


*\/ OU live in a place where ſtrict and cloly. 
©walking with God hath few or no ex 
© amples, and moſt are apt to be. like their 
*company;, and Gods own Children are to, 
© apt to forget their firſt love: Our hearts art 
© apt to be careleſs and to negle& our watch: 
* We are ready to grow formal in duty, orlc; 
* ſpirituf ; and then, it may be; lels frequent; 
© And Conſcience is put off with ſome .poor ex 
*cuſc.:: And thus Religion withers, and one 
* that {ſeemed once a Zealot may come to bez 
© Laodicean; .and ſome that looked once as il 
£ they were eminent Saints, may fall to juſt nc 
© thing. It's tog common , To have a name inf 
The alive and yer to be dead : Read this, and * 
© tremble leſt it ſhould be your caſe. Whey * 
© we-arc lazy and aſleep, our Adverlſary is af * 
( 
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© wake: When we are ſlothful and negligent 
* then he is diligent. I conſider your age, || * 

* know where you dwell, | am not unacquaints 
© with your temptations. Wherefore 1 cannalf © 
© but be afraid of you, leſt by both inward ang * 
* outward fire, the buſh be finged z though, if © 
* God bein it, it cannot be burnt up. ; 
 <Giveme leave to be in ſome meaſure ſea * 
© ful of you, and jealousover you, and to ming] © 
*you of what you know already. Principle 6 
18 < 


(53) 
( of civility will be but as broken reeds to flay 
© our ſouls upon ; without thoſe highenprinci- 
* ples which are planted'ih the ſoul, by thework- 
© ing of the ſpirit of God”! Oh; remember what 
. * meſtings ſometimes ybu have had; remem- 
© ber , ' how folicitouſly you did inquire- after 
* Chriſt, how earneſtly you ſeemed to ask, 
* the way to Zion with your face thitherward. Oh 
* take heed of loſing thoſe impreſſions yon once 
| * had, take not up with a ſlight wo#k. True 
* converfion/is a great thing, and another kind 
4 *of buſineſs than moſt of! the worl:] take it to 
© be. -Ohtherefore, be not 'fatisfied with ſome 
© convitions/, - taking'1them' for -conveyſion ; . 
* much leſs with reſtingiln a-formal lifelelgpro- 


of © feſhon; -. f > M106 4; 


* Theres ſuch a thing as-being almoſt aChti- 
*{tian; nay, ' as drawing /back unto +perdition : 
q © And {ome that are not'far. from the Kingdom 
 * of Heaven , may never come there! Beware 
* leſt you loſe the reward:..The promiſe #'made 
© to him'that holdeth faſt, arid holdeth ;<ur- un- 


i *to the end and overcometh. 


> * Labour to forget what is behind: and to 
 * preſs forward towards things that are before. 
J ' He that is contented with juſt grace enough 
1 ©to get to Heaven and eſcape Hell and defires 
*no more, may be ſure he hath none at all, 
uy * and is far from being made Partaker of the Di- 
C * vinc Nature. Labour to know whatit is, To 


pF converſe with God; ftrive to do every thing 


F *as in his preſence ; deſign Him in all ; a&& 
Benny £2 © as 
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* aSone that gnds within ſight of the Grave agd 
s * Eternity. I fay again, do what you do, as if 
* you were ſure God ftpod by and looked upon 
© you,- and exaftly obſerved and recorded every 


© thought word and ation; and yqu may very | 
* wel tuppole that, which cannot be otherwile. 


. *Let's awake, and fall to our work in good 
6 carneſt : Heaven or Hell are bclore us , and 
© deith bebind us.” | What do we mean to ſleep ! 

* Dulneſs in Gods: fervice is very-uncomforta- 
f ble, and at the beſk will coſt us dear: And, ta 

* be contented with-\fuch a frame, : js. a-certain 
< ſymptom of a hypactite. Oh, how, will ſuch 
© tremble, when God ſhall call them to give an 

* account of their ſtewardſhip; and tellthem , 
* They: ay. no longtr: he flewards. ' Should they 
. * fall lick, ;and the Devil and Conſcience fall up- 

© on theni,what ineonceiveable FRI would 
* they thenthe in!) +1 +: 
* Oh, live montſupbn inviſibles atd let the 
* thoughts of their'excelency put life into your 
© performances. You muſt be contented to he 
* kuphed at for preciſencſs and ſingularity. A 
* Chriſtians walking :is not with men but with 
* God; and he hath great cauſe to. duſpeCt his 
« loveta God, who doth not delightimore in con- 
* verſing with God and being conformed to Him 
* than in converſing with the World, and being 
*conformed to it. | 
© How can the lov of God dwell in that 
* map, who liveth without God in the world? 
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without both continual walking with him ;in 
© his whole converſation, and thole more pecu- 
pon | © liar viſits of him in prayer, mcCitation, 1pt- 
ery | © ritual ejaculations, and other duties of Reli. 
ery | © gion; and theworkings of faith, Jove, holy 
e. | © deſires, delight, joy and fpiritual forrow in 
* them ! Think not, that: our walking with God 
z0d | © cannot confiſt with worldly bufineſs: Yes, but 
and | © Religion makes. us ſpiritual in common ations 
ep! | © and there is not any ation in a mans life , 1n 
ta- | © which a man is not to labour ta make it a Reli- 
ta | © gious AR, by a looking to the Rule in it, and 
ain | ©cying of Gods Glory ; and thus, he may be 
ach | * {aid to walk with God. Fo: this we muſt in- 
an | ©deavour to riſe, and never be content, till we 
m,; || freachtoit, and if this ſeem tedious (as to tle- 
hey || * generate nature it will ) we muſt know that we 
up- | © have fo much of enmity againſt God ftill re- 
uld | © maining, and are under deprayation and dark- 
| © nels, and know not our - true happineſs ;' Such 
the | *a Soul is fick and it hath loft its raſte; which 
our | © doth not perceive an incomparable ſweetnefs 
be | fin walking with God, .withofft whom all things 
A || © elſe under Heaven are gall and bitterneſs, and 
7th | ©to be little valucd by every trie Chriſtian. 


on- | © But, We are all apt even at the worſt, to 
lim | * ſay, That we prefer God above all thingsz 
ing | © But we muſt 'know that we have very deceit- 
* ful hearts : And thoſe who, being inlightned, 
*- know tor what high ends they ſhould att, and 
"wha; a fcarſul condition even a hazard in our 
E 4 * cale, 
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£ caſe is3 theſe, I ſay, will not believe their 
© own hearts without diligent 1earch and good 
# grounds. | 


©Reftnotin any condition in which your ſe- | 


© curity is not founded upon that ſure bottom, 
*the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Labour to attain to 
* this, to love God for himſelf, and to have 
* your heart naturalized and ſuited to {piritual 
* things. Oh for a heart to rejoyce and work 
© righteouſneſs! Oh that we could do the Will 
* of God with more a&tivity, delight and con- 
Eſtancy ! If we did know more of God, we 
 * ſhould love hims more ; and then God would 
* ſtill reveal moreof Himtelf to us, and then we 
©. ſhould fee more and more caule to lovehim, 
F and wonder that we love him no more. Oh 
*this, this is our happineſs , To have a fullet 
* fight of God, to be wrapped up, and filled 
* with the love of Chriſt : Oh let my ſoul for 
*ever be thus imployed ! Lord, whom havel 
* rx Heaven butithee', and there 1s nope i 


* Earth that I caM deſire in compariſon of thee. 


You hear, what kind of language he ſpake ; 
and you may eaſily perceive what it was that 
lwallowed up his heart, and where his delight, 
treaſure, and life was. Oh, How muchdo moſt 
of us who go for Chriſtians, fall ſhort of thele 
things: And how vaſt a diſtance between his 
Expcrience and ours ; and what reaſon have 
we, to read theſe lines with bluſhing, and to 


blot | 
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blot the paper with tears? and to lay aſide this 
Book a while, and to fall upon our faces before 
the Lord , and bemoan the curſed unſuitable- 
neſs of our hearts unto God; and to bewail , 


that we do ſo little underſtand what this walk- 


ing with God, and living by faith means Oh, 
at what a rate do ſore Chriſtians live ! and how 
low, flat and dull, are others. His love to 
Chriſt, and Souls, made him very delirous to 
ſpend, and be ſpent in the work, of the Miniſtry ; 
accordingly he did comply with the firſt loud 
and clear Call to preach the everlaſting Golpel ; 


Jand though he was but about two and twenty 


years old , yet he came to that work like one * 
that underſtood what Kind of imployment 
Preaching was. He was a workman that need- 
ed not be aſhameq, that was throughly ſur- 
niſhed for every. good Word and Work ;, one 
that was able to anſwer Gainſayers, one in 
whom the Word of God dwelt richly ;, one fall of 


I theſpirit and power ; one that hatcd fin with a 


—7 ww TS —= S SBA” we 4 A. 8V.iws 


pcrſe& hatred , and loved holineſs with all his 
loul ; in whom religion in its beauty did ſhine ; 
one that knew the terrors of the Lord, and knew 
how to beſcech ſinners: Chriſts ſtead to be recon- 
tiled unto God: one that was a Son of thunder,and 
a Son of conſolation. Ina word, | may ſpeak that 
of him which Paul ſpake of Timothy, that, / 
knew none like-minded, that did naturally care for 
ſouls. And had he lived to have preached of- 
ten, Oh what uſc might ſuch a man baye been of, 

) mn 
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m his generation ! One; in whom learning and flwhs 
Rolinels did- as ft- were ftriverwhich ſhould ex. long 
cel. He- never-preached publickly but twice, fltice 
and thente'tame to it as ihe had been uſed tir! 
that work forty years; delivering the Word dfſcom 
God with thatipower and majeſty , with thatſheſs 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, with that TeaUinekfcenc 
and freedom, that'-it made his hearers almoſtfloſw 
amazed. - 'He' was led imto the Myſtery of thefſpf th 
Golpel, ant{ he ſpoke nothing to others but whatſthou 
was the Tanpgukge of his heart, and the fruit offit c; 
great experience, and which one might ealilyſprag 
perceive Ha@ no ſmall impreffion firſt upon hſhhis x 


- on ſpirit. // *- freme 


His firſti and /aſ# Sermons they were uponſjadmi 
Communon and intimate Converſe with God,ſfhrov 
out of Fob'22. 21. A ſubjeR that few Chriſt»{yith 
ans under Heaven were better able ro manageſſftted 
than himſelf, and- that ſcarce any could handlefthis x 
ſo feelingly as he : For, he did for ome con'-ſlped þ 
derable rime maintain fach an intimate familialhim 
rity with God, that he ſeemed to converſe witlſjally 
Him, as one Friend doth converſe with another. ſlyword 
'This Text he made fome+entrance into,. whillcauſe 
he was here : But the perfeRing of his acquain-ſand j 
tance with God, was a work fitter for anotheffit ha, 
world. work 
_ - He was one that kept an exa&t watch oveſilim. - 

his thoughts, words and ations, and made ifÞ C9 
review of ail that pafſed- him, at leaſt once iſÞpiter 
. day, in afolemn-manner. He kept a Dia!)iſhave c 


in which he did write down every eveninfffdiſcg, 
waz 
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|Iwhat the frame of his ſpirit had been all the day 
long ; eſpecially. jn'gvery duty. - He took no- 
\ tice what incomes and profit he received, 'in his 
ſpiritual traffique ; what returns from that far- 
flcountry ; what anſwers of prayer, what dead- 
thheſs and flatneſs, and_what obſerveable provi- 
FIdences did preſent themlelves, and the ſubſtance 
toſwhat he had been doing; and any — 
efof thoughts, inordinancy in any paſſion , which, 
tIthough rhe. world could not diſcern, he could. 
fit cannot be conceived by them which do not 
fIpractiſe the ſame, to what a good account did 
SSthis return ! This made him to retain a-grateful 

emembrance of mercy, and to live in a conſtant 
d:dmiring and adorii:g of divine goodnels ; this 
brought him to a very intimate acquaintance 
-Ewith his own heart ; this kept his ſpirit low and 
fitted h.m for freer communications from God , 
eflthis made him more lively and aRive; this hel- 
-Ired him to walk humbly with God ;, this made 
him ſpeak more affetionately and experimen- 
Iſtally to others of the things of God. And in a 
Sword, this left a ſweet calm vpon his ſpirits,be- 
caule he every night made even his accounts 3 
"and if his ſheets ſhould prove his winding- ſheet, 
(Fit had been all one: For he could ſay, His 
.g was done; fo that death could not furprize 

m. 

*F Could this Book [of his experiences, and re- 
Miſter of his actions] have been read, it might 
Fave contributed much to the compleating of this 
diſcourſe, and the quickning of lome , and the 
7 | com- 
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comforting of others.''{But theſe things being 
written in'CaraRers; the World hath loſt tha 
Jewel.. 077 

He. ſtudied the Striptures much. and they 
were {weetcr to him thanhis Food; And he hat 
an exccllent-faculty in'opening the mind of God 
in dark places. i. : 

In the latter part of his life he ſeemed quite 
{wallowed up with the thoughts of Chriſt, 
Heaven, and Eternity ; and the nearer he can 
to this, the more {wift his motion was to it, and 
the more unmixed his deſigns for it 4 :and he 
would much perlwade others to an ufiiverſal 
free reſpett to the glory of God in: all things; 
and making Religion ones buſineſs, and not to 
mind thele great things by the by. 
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CHAP. Xl. 


Miniſters not to carry on low defugns. 


E was not a little concerned about M- 
niſters ; that, above all men, they ſhouls 

take heed, leſt they carried on poor low deſigns 
inſtead of wholly eying of the intereſt of God, 
and fouls. He judged, that to take up Preach 
ing asa trade, was altogether inconſiſtent with 
the high ſpirit of a true Golpel-Miniſter : He 
deſired, that thoſe which ſeemed to be devote 


to the Miniſtry , would be ſuch, firſt, heartily : 


to devote their All to God ;, and then that they 


ſhoulc 
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ſhould indeayour to'have'a dear love to immors- 
tal fouls. 

He was very ready;to debaſe himſelf, and 
humbly to acknowledge, what he found amiſs 
in himſelf, and laboured to amend himſelf and 
others. * This, ſaith he, 1 mult ſeriouſly con- 
« ſeſs, that I muſt needs reproach my ſelf for de- 
@ ficiency in a Chriſtian, {piritual remembrance 
© of you (ſpeaking to- a dear Friend, ) and for 
*adecay.in a quick tender touch, as of other 
© things , fo of what relates to your felf in the 
(ſpirituality of it. - Not that I think not of you 
© or of God; but that my thoughts of you, and 
' ſpiritual things,: are nat 1o frequent, ſavoury 
© and affeRionate, as they ought to be. 


© By this refleion- you may eaſily perceive 
* that I fee farther in duty thanl do in praQtice. 
© The truth of it is, I grudge that thoughts and 
© affe tions ſhould run, out any whether freely, 
©but to God. And what I now deſire for my 
© {elf , Idefire for you likewiſe , That God 
Cwould {weeten the Fountain, our Natures I 
© mean, that every drop flowing: from, thence 
F may ſavour of fomething of God: within. 
Thoughts are precious, affeftions are more 
© precious , the beſt that we are worth; and 
*when they flow in a wrong Chanel, all Gods: 
* precious diſpenſations towards; us -are loſt,;- 
'all;that God hath ſpent upon us, is loſt, -and 
* ſpent-in vanity. 1 ſpeak. this, out of a dear 
' refpect to your Soul , and Gods Honour , 
B7Y © whom 
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© whom, -1 am loth, ſhould- be a loſer by. his 
© kindnefſes. I know you have many objects, 
© upon which you _y be too apt to let ont your 
« dear affe&ions. I lay again, my jealotrhe is, 
© leſt (there being ſo many chanels wherein they 
© may run) God loſe his due. I deſire there- 
© fore, in humility and tenderneſs, that this may 
© be as a hint to you from the Spirit of God, to 


© look inwards to the frame and diſpoſition of | 


* your Soul, and to make trial thereof, by the 
© natural outgoings of your ' afteftions} and then 
* expoſtulate the caſe with your own Soul. If 
© Chriſt have my warmeſt love, why is it thus 
*with me? If God have my heart, why am | 
* ſo thoughtful about the World ? If L indeed 
* love him beſt, how cometh it to pals, that [| 
© find more ſtrong delighttul conftant aftings' of 
« my affe -ions towards my Relations, my felf, 
©or any ' worldly thing, than I do after him? 
« Oh the depth of the hearts deecitfulnels | 


©Dear and Honoured Friend , truft not 4 
*\urmifat, truſt not to alight view of your 
© heart, or the firſt apprehenſions you. may 
© have of your felf; but go down into the fe- 
© crets of your heart, try and fear, fear and 
©try. Anevidence is abundantly more worth, 
© thanall the trouble that you can be at, in the 
© acquiring of it :' Andthe trouble, that there 
$ is ood ground for, in an unevidenced' Rate; 
© js far | _avre: than thar which may tcem to 
$bein ſcarching for it. - Yea, to an awakened 


| $ {oul, | 


E 
foul, what is the trouble in clearing its. evi-' 
d but their ſenfe or fear of their not be-* 
ing clear , and of the deceitſulnels of their 
hearts. The reality of that evil , which! ten- 
der fouls fo dread , doth liein its full weight, 
(though not felt, ) upon.the drouke unground- 
 Fedly fecure inner. 4. | 
| © I fpeak in love; give me leave to. remember 
| you of ſome touches that you had formerly vp- 
,F on your {ſpirit under the meansof grace'z re- 
| member, how much you were ſometimes af- 
| ited under preaching. Did you never lay, 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| that theſe Sermons upon hardneſs of heart, loft- 
ned yours ? Inquire-] pray, whether thole con- 
victions which were then upon your hcart, arc 
not worn off, by the incumbrances of the 
world : If, upon inquiry, you find that they 
are, it's high time for you to.Jook'about you,' 
and repent,and not only todo your firft works, 
but to ſtrive to outpo them. 


| ©lhave with grief, taken a. review of the 
 Ffcame of my own Spirit, when I was at your 
houſe 3; and | have no. ſmall ſenſe of the di- 
; Uftemper of my ſoul , whereby I was berray- 
& to too great an indifference in.the things 
of God: And, finding by ſad experience, 
that I was more apt.;(: amongf. thoſe carnal 
comtorts and affairs: )to loſe that relliſh , and 
avour of divine things that [' was went to 
have; and .thoſe delightful appearances of 
God which. I 9:25 throwgh rich: grace , ac-' 
: * quainted 
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£ but that 1 find my heart at the beſt , under 
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*quainted with, while F was more fequeſtredÞ« 4 


or the world and earthly delighgpC noÞ«m, 
 eV( 
© the higheſt advantages of clofeft communion, ſþ ,q, 
©too unwilling to indeavour after, and main-({gþj 
* tain that gracious ſenfe and acknowledge-} 
© ment of God which I would fain obtain un, 
*to : ] Ifay, obſerving my own experiences ſþ pit, 
* and knowing that your heart was ſomething ,,ir 
*a kin to mine, fearing leſt multiplicity of bu-Þ gye 
© {ineſs ſhould expote you allo tothe fame ha ;, 
*©zard: Chriſtian compaſſion couldnot but put git 
* me_ upon arming of you againſt thoſe temp-F hea 
© tations, to which your occaſions make youP znq 
© {ubje&. eve! 
© The defireof my toul for you is, That youÞ thin 
© may travel fafely through a dangerous wilder-F jt} 
© nels to a blefled Canaan; that you may quit « 6 
* your {elf like a Chriſtian m the oppolingfy,y 
*and conquering all your Enemies ;, and at}. 
* laſt, come triumphing out of the Field : And} qifc, 
© that you may behave your ſelf like a Pilgrim} py; 
© and ſtranger ina far Country, viho are lookY q;;v 
© ing for a City that hath Foundations: Ani fly | 
© that we may meet together with joy at outÞden, 
© Fathers Houſe, and fit down with him inter, 
* nal glory. Oh that word Glory is fo weightything 
* if we did believe it,, that. it would make theſ., ,1 
< greateſt diligence we can uſe to ſecure it ſeemſſ;,, ; 
* light. Oh that far more exceeding andeternaly,,, 
* weight of glory ! Oh for more faith: Lord, inf{eq / 


* creale our faith, and then there wenn ſ0u. 
| , © gn10j 
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IF thing wanting to make us put forth the yg- 
T*moſt ſtrength of our foul , and to —_ 
every moment of time, to catch hold of all 
1 advantages and to make ule of all mcans pot- 
I ſible for the attainment of ſuch glorious ends. 
, But, O theſe unbclicving hearts ! let us join 
our complaints and let us all break forth into 
bitter lamentations over them, May not we 
with as good reaſon, as that diſtrefſed Father 
over his poſſeſſed Child, bring our hearts in- 
to the- preſence of our Saviour, and cry out 
with tears, and ſay that it is thele unbelieving 
hearts, which ſometimes caſt us into the fire, 
and ſometimes into the water: Yea worle , 
every time we forlake God, and prefer any 
bf thing before him, we part with life for death, 
*F with Heaven for Hell. 

tf © Give me leave to come yet a little nearer to 
Sfyou : What an advantage would a full per- 
tf iwaſion of the truth and excellencies of Golpel- 
diſcoveries bring to your 1oul, if you would 
uf but ſeriouſly, and with all your ftrength, 
| drive on true ſpiritual defigns. Oh, how ca- 
ol fly might you then go under all your bur- 
dens. If your care for the things of this 
FIworld were but rightly ſubordinate to the 
"things of ,eternity, how chearfully might you 
Wo on with your buſineſs / If you ſought fir/t 
Mthe Kingdom of Heaven and the Righteouſneſs 
y bereof ;, then all other things would be ad- 
Red (fo far as they are neceſſary or good for 
"ſou. 
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*Let me therefore at this time put you up 
© that duty of raiſing your mind from Earth ty 
© Heaven, from the Creature to the Creator, 
* fromthe World to God.,, Indeed, it is a mat-Þþ gne 
© ter of no {mall difficulty , to diſcover thatfſ« qa] 
© diſorder that is in our fouls, when we are 
© {olicitous about temporary objets and im- 
© ployments : But there are but few {urer 
© diſcoveries of it, than inſenſibility and not 
© complaining of it. For when the foul is in- 
© deed raiſed to ſpiritual objes, and to under- 
© ſtand clearly its eternal intereſt ; when i 
© doth in good carneſt take God for ts porti- 
© on, and prefer him above all, then it will he 
© quickly be ſcnlible of the fouls outgoings af- mort 
© ter other objects, and even grudge that any ſenſi! 
© time ſhould be taken up in the purſuit of the to fo 
© Creature, and that any below God ſhould be ther 
© followed with earneſt pleaſure and conſtancy. nay « 
© It would have God have the beſt, and it would did r 
© do nothing elſe but love, fcrve and injoy God, tte 

© For my own part I cannot but wonder that mori 
© God will give us leave to love him. Oh blel- and 
© ſed goodnels, Oh infinite condeſcenfion ! Thole that 

* that believingly ſeek him he is not aſhamed toſ}y,, 

© be called their God. Iam 1enlible in tome viſits 

© meaſure of your burdens, and indeed thatÞ.,. 

* muſt needs be a burden that keeps the ſoul, , 

* from purſuing its chiefeſt good. My prayers TA 

* for you are, that you may have ſuch teachingiſijc. 

* from God as may make you underſtand honſ,,, 


* far heavenly things are more precious than oft 
© earthly}: 


(c7,) 
earthly , and that you may with all your 
I might, ſeek , mind and love that which hath 
| moſt of true excellency in it , which hath the 
Tf onely ground of realcomtort here and of eter- 
F*nal happineſs hereafter. 


A—— 


—— 


, CHAP. XIII * 
His Love and Compaſſion to Souls. 


TT TE was full of pity and compaſſion to ſouls, 
and yet greatly grieved and aſhamed that 
he did no more to expreſs his ſenſe of the 
\f{enſibly yern over them, whom he had juſt cauſe 
"Ito fear, were in a Chriſtlels tate. Though 
"Ithere were ie of his Kindred and Relations, 
JInay of his Neighbours and Acquaintance but he 
Ueid make a perſonal application to, cither by 
[letters or conference : Yet for all this, who 
Imore ready to cry out of want of love to ſouls , 
-Yand unprofitableneſs to others in his generation, 
"Ithat he was no more full of compaſſion, and 
"Fthat he made no better improvement of all the 
Fviſits that he made; in which we ſhould not 
r make carnal pleaſure and recreation our end , 
"Put the imparting and receiving of ſome fpiritual 
" p t. This made him , after a confiderable ab- 
F Pſlence from a deay Friend, to groan out theſe 
Vtomplaints. © God by his providence hath 
"I oft brought vs together ; bur to: how little 
| : 3 2 © pur- 


by 


worth of ſouls, and that his bowels did no more ' 


(8) 
© purpole, God and our Conſciences knoy, 
© As for my part, I may juſtly bewail my bar- 
© rennels. Oh, that I ſhould be ot 1o little 
© ule where I come ! Oh, that my tongue and 
© heart ſhould be ſtill ſo unfruitful ! I am rea- 
* dy to hope lometiraes, that, if it ſhould plealc 
© God in his providence to bring us again toge- 
© ther, we may be more profitable one to ano- 
© ther. 

© And this indeed makes me more deſirous of 
* coming to you again, than any thing elſe, That 
© I may do ſome good among you. Oh, hoy 
* few ſtudy to advance the intereſt of Chriſt 
© and the benefit of one anothers foals in their 


-. © viſits, as they ſhould and might do! Iam not 


© able, at preſent, to order my affairs fo as to 
*come comlortably over to you; but I hope, 
*e're long, the Lord will give me leave to lee 
© you, and be refreſhed by you : I deſire to ſup: 
© ply my abſence by this ſure token of my re- 
© membrance of you; and allo that 1 might 
© Have an opportunity for that which we ought 
*to cyc moſt in the injoy ment of one anothers 
* ſociety But I have found, that partly becaulc 
© of the narrownels of my heart, not being in- 
© larged to bring forth into a@ what I have 
* greatly deſired, partly becauic of the malice 
* of the enemy of our ſouls , who indeavours all 
© that poſſible he can, to lay ſtumbling blocks 
© in our way to real union and nearer acquain- 
* tance with God and Chriſtian communion: 


* from thele, and other cauſes, it is , thatl 
| © have 
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(have been too little beneficial to you for- 
ometly. | 

* It may be, I may write that with freedom, 
( which in preſence I ſhould not have ſpoken. 
{| ſhall take occaſion from your Cefire of my 
'prelence wit': you to Took higher to the de- 
tircs of our fouls to be in conjungion and 
communion wita the higheſt good , who fills 
{up all rclations to our fouls; who is our Fa- 
* ther, our Husband, our Friend, our God; yea 
four All in All. But when 1 ſay, He is Ali in 
© All,I mean more than that which we count All : 
*For every one doth confeſs , that it is God a- 
flone that doth bleſs ail other things to us, and 
*that it is not out of thenature of thole things 
'that we injoy, that they are bleſſings; but it 1s 
*God which makes them comforts tous. And 
*thus Gods to be acknowledged All in all, com- 
* mon 1njoyment | 

© But, beſides this, God is ſomething to the 
*foul, which he is by himſelf, and not in the 
* mediation of the Creatures; where God is as 
*a portion, and lived upon as our true happi- 
*neſs: He is not only the complement of other 
"things, but He himlelf is the fouls {ufhciency. 
*Jam alittle obſcure, I defire to be plainer, 1 
'mean, that through the diſpenſation of the Go- 
'ipel, God is to be lived upon, dclightedin , 
*and choſen before ali: For, for this very end, 


© hath Chriſt appeared, that he might make God 


*approachable by man, and that we who arc 
'afar off, may be made nigh. 


3 « There 
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© There is a nearneſs to God which we are 
© not only allowed but called to in the lovingſ{ de 
© diſpen{ations of the Golpel, fo that now wefſf jo! 
© are not to be ſtrangers any longer, but friends; ap| 
* we arc to have fellowſhip and communionf| th: 
£ with God. Why do not our hearts evenſ\ pi 
leap for joy, why do not our fouls triumphJ'ne' 
© in theſe diſcoveries of love ? Even becauſe weſ*wi 
© know not the greatneſs of - our privileges,[ ly, 
* thehighneſs of our calling, the excellency off nc 
© our advancement , the bleſſedneſls of this life,ſ* coi 
© the ſweetneſs of theſe imployments , the fa-*Þri 
* ticfattion of theſe injoyments, the comfort off * 
* this heavenly life, the delights ofthis commu-|* gc! 
* nion with God. We know not the things|* thi 
* which belong to our peace : And thus when 
© God calls us to that which he ſect his Sonf be 
© for, when Chriſt offers us, that which coſt himÞ*lo! 
ſo dear; we with the greateſt unworthinels,| * re: 
* vileſt ingratitude, refuſe, ſlight and contemn* th 
* it. What think we! doth it not goeven to thef* be 
* heart of Chriſt ; and (to ſpeak after the man 
*ner of men) doth it not grieve him to the ſoul, 
* to behold his greateſt love ſcorned, and the end 
* of his agony to be more vilely accounted ol 
* than the baſeſt of our luſts ? F; 
© Let us therefore according to that high cal- 

* ling wherewith we are called, enter into 2 

* more intimate acquaintance with God, and as = 
* we find our ſouls ating naturally toward thei 
* thoſe things, which are naturally dear to us; 4df ning 


© let us ſtrive to lighten our ſpiritual afceton = 
my (Wall. 


C 
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©Wearevery apt to look upon dutics as bur- 
Hf dens rather than privileges and ſcafons of in- 
veſſ*f joying the greateſt refreſhments; but theſe 
5:0 apprehenſions are very low and earthly. Oh, 
"nf that we could at length ſet our ſelves to live a 
enf* ſpiritual life, to walk with God, and out of a 
hJ*new nature, to favour and relliſh thoſe things 
ref which are above ! Could webut really, intenſe- 
5 !y, believingly defire that which is real happi- 
off* nels, and: the Heaven of Heaven, union and 
e, 1 communion with God; thele deſires would 
3-1* bring tome comfort. 

off © As for me, you muſt give me allowance to 


5;* though it be with a dimunition of love to you ; 
nj* and bleſſed will that day be, when all love will 
nÞ* be fully ſwallowed up into God. But ſpiritual 
nſ*love doth not deſtroy natural affeQtions, or 
| © relative obligations , but perfe& and reifie 
nj* them : And fol may, giving up my ſelf to God, 
e< © be ſtil] yours, 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Hrs trouble at the Barrenneſs of Chriſtians, 


E was not a little troubled at the barren- 

nels of Chriſtians in their diſcourſe, and 

their not improving their ſociety for the quick- 
ning and ' warming of their hearts > the ex- 
pence of precious time unaccountably, the ill 
F 4 manage- 


gf get my affetions more emptied into God z 
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managements of viſits, and the impertinency o 0ppo 
their talk, heoft refleed upon with a holy inflyzrh: 
dignation. It vext him to the foul, to ſee whaiſor :/ 
prizes ſometimes were put into the hands 
Chriſtians, and how little skill and will they ha:co 
to improve them, for the building up of one angÞ}and : 
other in the moſt holy faith : And that they whgſſpreci 
ſhould be incouraging of one another inthe wayſſcour: 
to Zion, communicating of experiences , andwe | 
talking cf their Country, and of the Glory off 7ua/ 
that Kingdom which the Saints are Heirs of uſt 
could ſatisfie themſelves with empty com:[like 
mon vain ſtuff; as if Chriſt, Hz2ven and Eter-Jnaan 
nity were not things of as great worth as. anyÞTong 
thing elſe, that uſually ſounds in the ears andJDav 
comes from the lips of Profeſſors. That thePſweer 
folly of common ditcourſe among Chriſtians hall 
might appear more, and that he might diſcover Þf G' 
how little ſuch language did become thoſe that þuwr/ 
protels themſelves [ſraelites, and that ſay, they 
are Jews: He once ſat down f(ilent and tookſ} D 
out his Pen an4 Ink, and wrote down in ſhort- Þnpr) 
hand the diſcourſes that paſſed for ſame time to- loſe 
gether, amongſt thoſe which pretended to more. 
thin common underſtanding in the things of | A 
Gofd : And after a while he took his paper and Fri 
read it to them, and asked them whether ſuch Ie 1 
talk was ſuch as they would be willing God Þvil 
ſhould record. This he did, that he might nd | 
!hame them out of that uſual unobſeryed and un- Þat 
lamented unprofitable communication and frutt- 
I:{s ſquandring away that incſtimable Jewel, 
| | Opportunity, 
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Opportunity. Oh , to ſpend an hour or two to- 
nf perher , and to hear ſcarce a word for Chriſt, 
afJor that ſpeaks peoples hearts 1n love with holt- 
offi neſs + 1s not this writing a brave rationa({ divine 
a d:ſcourſe.? Fre, fie. Where's our Love to God 
Yard Souls all this while, where's our ſenſe of the 
preciouſneſs of time, of the greatneſs of our ac- 
Wont ? Should we talk thus, if we believed that 
dj we ſhould hear of this again at the Day of 
off Judgement ? And do we not know that we 
muſt grve an account of every idle word ? Is this 
-Flike thoſe that underſtand the language of Ca- 
-Jnaan ? Did Saints in former times uſe their 
y Tongues to no better purpoſe ? Would Enoch, 
dIDavid, or Paul have talked thms | [s this the 
Cmeereſt communion of Saints upon Earth * How 
1s $/6a/l we da to ſpend eternity in ſpeaking the praiſes 
tf God, if we cannot find matter for an hours diſ- 
t owr ſe ? 


kf Doth not this ſpeak, aloud our hearts to be ery 
mpty of grace , and that we have little ſenſe of 


boſe ſpiritual and eternal concerns npon us ? 


ff As the Barrenneſs and empty Converſe ot 
| Lhriſtians was a fin that he greatly bewailed, ſo 
1 Jie want of love amongſt Chriſtians, and their 
] Eiviſions, did coſt him many tears and groans 3 
t $1d he did what he could to heal all the breaches 
"at he could, by his tender prudent and Chriſti- 
nadvice and counſel; and if prayers, tears and 
"reatics and counſels would prevail and _— 

Ciffe- 
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differences, they ſhould not long be open. Ni*[1 
if his Letters would ſignifie any thing to makeahri! 
amicable and Chriſtian correſpondence , 
ſhould not be wanting. And becauſe the wount 
of diviſion are yet bleeding, I ſhall inſert tw 
healing Letters of his, which ſpeak what fpi 
he was of : Which take as follows. 


CHAP. XV. 


Two Letters to Cement Differences , and cauſes 10 
Love among Chriſtians, 


"TT cannot be expeted that wounds ſhou 
© be healcd till their cauſe is removed 
* that which moveth me to write to you 
© preſent, and puts me upon intentions of writi 
* again, is, That I may do my utmoſt, 
© mouth and pen, for the removal of that whid 
©is the cauſe of the inward grief and trouble 
* my ſoul, and I am perſwaded of others al 
©1{o as well as mine, viz. thoſe diviſions, that 
© could not but obferve to be between your elſÞireq 
* and another Chriftian Friend. 1 hope, aſteſns, 
© my asking counſel not only of my owt hearttte « 
© but of God allo; hehath direted me to thnter 
* which may be to his ownglory, and the goofJuith: 
* of your foul; and not only for the removinſ#yn 
£ of grief, but the rejoycing of the hearts otion 
© them upon whom former diviſions had any Fitter 
£ fc. | 'Fi 
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Nfl 1 therefore deſire you to entertain theſe fol- 
exflring lines, as the iſſues of deep affection to 
your foul, and the honour of Religion: AndI 
Selcech you read them, not only as from me, 
#0 deſire your good with the ſtrength of my 
foul, but as from God himſelf, of whoſe Love 
our good improvement will be a token. That 
hat end which 1 propoſe to my elf, I cannot 
but perſwade my lelf, you your ſelf delign , 
ommend and defire ; which is, Chriſtian cha- 
ty and that ſweet meek Goſpel ſpirit, which 
50 highly and frequently commended by our 
Saviour to the practice of his Ditciples. Oh, 
that where there hath been any breaches, there 
night be the nearer union; and that ye might 
bejoyned together in the ſame ſpirit , might 

keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
1ngpeace. 

_ © And for this end that you would remove all 
Fold hindrances 5 watch continually leſt you 
give, and be carcful not to take occaſion of of- 
ence. The neccſlity, uſefulneſs, fweetnels of 
te ſpiritual love appears by the word of Gods 
ſequent urging of it, by the ſenle of Chriſti- 
ans, the uncomfortablencts and deformity of 
the contrary. Now, that you may in an un- 
ntermitted conſtancy injoy peace within and 
without, and rejoyce my foul; 1 delire you t6 
nFjoyn your own indeavours with the confidera- 
tion of thoſe things which I ſaall now and here- 
iter ſend to you, 

Firſt, Conſider that it is a Chriſtians duty 
| * to 
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© to go out of himſelf, to lay down his o 
© ends and intereſts, and wholly to take up 
© him Gods cauſe ; to do all for God, and: 
© a as under God, to be Gods inſtruments: 
© our ſouls and bodies which are Gods : Th 
© did God create man for His own glory , : 
© not that man ſhould ſeek himlelf. And whe 
© man fell, he fell out of God into himlelſ 


halt 
orl 
nd 1 
ite 


* out of that divine order and compoſure i 


* mind in which God had made him, into co 
*fulion; from a love of God, into a corny 
© felf-love and felt-fecking. Now if we do ht 
« deſcend into our ſouls, and obſerve the ating 
© intents and contrivances of them , we cannt 
© but obſerve how conſuledly and abominabl 
© all work together for the pampering, plealin 
* and advancing of ſelf, We -are not to thin 
*thatif we do rot preſently diſcover this in 0 


© ſelves, that it isnot ſo with us: For, in ſom 


* degree it isin every one, even in the truly « 


* generate ; as far as they have the relicks 0 


© corruption in them, fo far they have in the 
© fouls this felf-love. Now this diforder in 
© minds whereby they are taken off from the 


© right ends is that very ratural corruption an 


© depravecncſs which we received from Ads 


©and it is, and, to a fpiritual fenle, ought tobe 


£ worſe than He!l it ſelf; in as much as the cauk 


© doth eminently contain all and more evil tha 


« the elfect. 
© This is the ſpiritual death, whereby we 8! 


©Jdcad in fin, the fruit of the firſt Curie, Tv! 
| A; 
d 
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Lalt die the death. The Souls life in this 
onorld, is its being in God and living to God , 
hnd injoyment of God : And the fouls eternal 
d fife will be, lo to know God as to be formed 
ts Mito his likeneſs, and to be received into a full 
hjarticipation of , «nd communion with God. 
{ll he ſouls death here, is its being fallen off from 
rheood, and its being carried into ts felf; and its 
elÞtcrnal death will be, an utter leparation from 
ce (im. 

conf © Now mankind being thus fallen from God, 
ruChriſt is tent for this very end , to bring man 
ack again to God : And then man is brought 
*Fnto God, when he is brought out of that 
ate of ſelf-love into that ſtate whereby he 


Foul being quickned by the ſpirit of God , 


leath ; and lives to God, which is its life. 
omFere comes in the great duty of denying of 
ur felves for Chriſts ſake 5 which indeed 
 offiere no duty, ifthere were nothing inus con- 
1Wrary to God. 

*This then is our duty not to ſeek our own 
neMhings, before the things of God; tolay Gods 
anFlory as the foundation of all our ations, and 
lan there be any thing in us contrary to that, to 


0d. 
MI Now, were this deeply rootedin our hearts, 


Weart-burning, and all tifings of this nature 
© cealc? 


wes up himſelf wholly to God. Thus the * 


aveth off living to its ſelf, which was its 


beFive it no leave to ſtand in competition with 


ow would contention, anger, wrath and 
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© ceaſe? Such influence would the taking Golf 
« part againſt ſelf have into the quiet and peaiſth 
© of men, that it cannot be without it. ing 
© Weſce how wiſely God hath ordered thingſflant 
© that the very act of mans being off from Goth 
« ſhould be the cauſe of confuſion , war and m 
« fery : and what can be more juſt and equal the 
© this, that God , who is the Author of ou 
©Being, ſhould be the End of our Being 
©O then, that once our minds were ag2in redu 
©ced to this frame, To live wholly to God, O th 
*we were wrought into a through prejudiceaſſ* 
© gainlſt {elf which ſtands between us and truff 
© peace / [I beg of you to ſparc ſome time frat 
© the world, and retire into privacy, where y( 
© may apply this to your own 1oul. 1 
, < My prayer to God for you out of the ſtron 
« yearnings of my ſoul towards you, is, Thathf 
* would make this effectuol to its intended end 
* for the inward peace of your foul, for youſ 
* comfortable walking with God in this life, : 
© that condition wherein the wifdom of God ha 
© placed you. I write theſe lines with the ſtreng! 
© of affcRion; I feel fear , grief, compaſſi 
* working ſtrongly. Oh pity me in the midſt « 
© all theſe, whilſt I cannot call to remembran 
* thecaute of theſe without a flood of tears. F 
© fill therefore my joy, in being of one mind : Tea, 
© there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any confi 
© in love, if any fellowſhip in the ſpirit , if 
* bowels of mercy ; fulfill ye my joy, and be li 
* minded, having the ſame love , being of ont 
er 


_— — 
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cord, of one mind, Phil. 2. 1, 2. Ileave you to 
athe love and mercy of God, and tothe work- 

ing of his ſpirit, which alone is able to put life 
nd power into theſe words : Whichthat he 
odFhould do , is the carneſt requeſt and fervent 
prayer of yours, 


the 
an Fohn Faneway. 


ns 
ec 
tl Now upon a faithful peruſal of this Letter, it 


-ezficaled the Lord to give a meek and more com- 
[rojing ſpirit, and in a great-meaſure it wrought 
ra$intended effeft. The noble delign ofthis tweet 
cemaker, took ſo far as to produce an ins 
ious acknowledgment , and forrowtul be- 
Siling of the want of that felf-denial, humili- 
, meekneſs, and love, which doth fo much 
ome our ſacred profeſſion. Upon the hear- 
ofthis good news, how ſtrangely was this 
dd man tranſported / Upon the receipt of a 
ter from the former Friend, which gave no 
l ſatisfa&tion and hopes that the former in- 
Fours were not in vain. And, that he migr:t 
jethenail to the head , he ſpeedily backs his 
her Letter with a ſecond ; which ſpeaks 
ewords. 
eay 
fer Friend ;, 
f a { Y Soul is inlarged towards you, and my 
ec 4 affections work within me; and yet 
12 Ft me leave now to lay aſide thole flames 
(0 of 
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of natural affefion, and to kindle my ſoul wii 
divine love. Here there isno fear of runninthy 
out too far while all is in Chriſt, and for Chih 
Oh that now I could let out the ſtrength of 
foul, not as to your ſelf but as to God ! Ohth 
my heart were more inlarged, that it may! 
comprehenſive of a more full true Criſt 
love / Godis altogether lovely, and to be low 
for himſelf, and we are fo far dark, ignora 
and blind , as we do not fee and account hin 
moſt amiable. Oh let me have ſuch difcoverie 
of his excellency , that my heart may pantÞt 
thirſt and break for its earneſt longings ate 
the richeſt participations of him ; that I ma 
for ever be ſwallowed up of his love! Ohth 
I may love him a thouſand times more than 
do! That I may rejoyce in him, and take thgg{ 
lweeteſt complacency, and delight in him alo 
and that I could let out my affe&tions moſt, whereP® 
I fee any thing of himſelf, any beams of th 
image of his holineſs, and that beareth the ine 
preſſion of his ſpirit. Had you viſited me fron 
the dead, could my affeftions have moved more 
ſtrongly, or my rejoycings have been greate 
than they were at the receipt of thole Line 
which I had from you , wherein ſo much ofſtd 
Chriſt in you, and the goodnels of Chriſt to mqgp#i 
did appear. Fulfill my joy in the Lord, fri 
freſh my bowels, and let not my rejoycing beinffÞ®/ 
vain. If it hath pleaſed the Lord to make thaF® f 
1mperfe& and weak indeavours of his unwortfF* 
tervant, any way fſubſervient to his own glorffepee 
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Mid you, it is that which I acc6unt my felf unwor- 


thy of,and dehre to receive it from him as a ma- 


Wniſeſtation of the riches of his free goodneſs to 


my ſelf; knowing my fe!f 'to be unworthy to 
behis inſtrument in the meaheft ſervice, much 
more in {0 'great a one as this'is. Heping and 


Iperſwading my ſelf of the effeual work of my 


Aotmer letter, I am incouraged to write again 


oth becauſe of my promiſe, and your expeta- 
nin and the weighty nature of the fubje&t that I 
vas then upon, which was Zove. True Chri- 


ſtian love, which is a thing ſo comly,' fo beau- 
iful-and tweet, and of ſuch weighty power in 
all ationstod make then divine and excellent,that 
here is ho Tabour loſt in endeavouring to get 
nore -of it, even in thoſe 'in whom it moſt 


Cdoundeth.. The Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 4:9, 10: 


tough he knew that they were taught of God”. 


$0 love one afiother, and that they did it to-. 


F1:rds all the bretheren, yet even them he be- 


etheth to abound more and tmore in that Grace 


© Love. The former principle out of which 


Wis love doth ariſe (as linformed you in my 


mer Letter) was the putting off our own in- 


Feelſts and putting on God's. Now I ſhall pro- 


ne 
, 


&&d in minding-you'of another Chriſtian duty, 
ich is effetual to the knitting us together in 
rin operative love, and that is (this; That 4 


nlre/f3.012 1s tb Walk as one that is a Member of 


Wit Feſw. Into what near and cloſe union 
thoſe that are given him by the Father re- 


fied ! - Hoxh haththe- Holy-Ghoſt choſet our 


. 


G all 


all the neareſt. natural relations to expreſs aylſf,,, ; 
ſhadow out the cloleneſs of that ſpiritual rely br 
tion that is between Chriſt and his! Chriſt yſſ; 
our King, and we his People ; he is our Maſter Þ./,/ 
and we are his Servants;he is our Shepherd ,aodſþ,.c. 
we the Sheep of his Paſture; he is, our Friend, h 
andaye his ;: he is our Husband, and we are hy ho 
Spouſe ; hethe Vine, we the. Branches; heourſþ;. 1, 
Head, and we are his Members ; -he js in us, and _ 
we inhim; be is our Life. This duty will hay 
* influence upon qur aftcQions theſe ways, - Þ... 
Firſt, As Chriſt is opr Head, and we are hi, 
Members, ſo he hath an abſolute Command wy 
over us. And where this relation is real 


an 


me 1 


obcdiencets the Commands of Chriſt is ſwear fl,,. 
and without conſtraint and farce; now this sf, 
Chriſts Command, that we Yop'd love: 95 


another : By this, ſaith he, ſhall, all-men'knonÞ,,. 
"you are my Diſciples, if you love one anotho.þ, © 
Thoſe relations into, which Chriſt receivethÞ. 
his , ſpeak. and. hold: forth a willing, chearſul yn 
full ſubmiſſion to the Commands of Chriſt, and... 
what duty is thete in ati-the Goſpel which 8h., 
- More, frequently and earneſtly preſſed thayffig.. 
this ; Anew Commandment give | unto youu, 
that you love one anogher as. I, have loved ywIlj. 
ſo love one anqther. So full is the. whole | 
Scripture of obligations, both upag;Conſcient 
and Ingenuity to this duty, that the wholh, 
ſtream of it ſqems to. run. into this channel of, 
[.ove. But Chrits Command is. fyuch an ®-her: 
tigation, 45 anethat; hath any ſpixitual {an 


| 
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Wee! the ſtrength of it , cannot break. tt is 
WIChrift hath commanded, and ſhall not we 
"dey ? Shall not the love of Ciriſt conſtrain 
Bi? Shall we be fo unkind to him who hath 

een ſo kind to us, as to Rand it out with 
Wim in ſo equal a Command ? Shall not the 
Wrcctnels of Chriſt overcome us, that ſeeing 
Sis love was fo great- as--not to ſpare his lite 
ug us » yea, and (ufter more for us | bclieve 
han we think he did; nay, 1 may fay, than 
| re can conceive he did; and that which com- 
sSnends his love to us is, that he ſhould do 
WEnd ſuffer fo much for us, that of his Creatures 
re were become his Enemies ? Why ſhould 
"He not then chearfully tubmit to him in this 
ne Command , love one' another ? Doth not 
he very word Love carry in it-at the firſt 
wring abundance of alluring violence ? This 
s Chrifts Yoak , and here we may well ſay, 
is yoak is exlie, and his burden is light. 
hat is there in alife of divine love that we 
eed De afraid of * What is there in this Com- 
land that is grievous ? How can this yoak be 
mealie ? What reaſon to be loth to take it on ? 
ut ſuch is the baſe degeneracy and unrealſon- 
blenels of corrupted Nature, that when any 
ling comes ' in competition with Self-love, 
all Bonds muſt be broken; al} yoaks 
{t be eaſt off, and nothing will then keep 
$1, but we muſt and will take our own 
art, though never ſo bad: And oor own 
we in the heart of paſſhon muſt ſeem beſt, 
| G 2 thoveh 
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though it be contrary to infinite Righteoulnch, 
which is God himſelf. O that we could once 
lcarnto lay alide this natural prejudice which ye, 
have againſt whatſoever doth thwart our hy: 
rors, though it be never {o juſt, holy and ratio- 
nal. O that wecould look more narrowly, and 
learch more exaRly into our ſelves with a {piri- 
tual eye, and then we could not but ſce that 
which would make us loath our ſelves, and tof,, 
become abominable in our own eyes, and rather 
take any part than our own, we ſhould ſee {6 
much deceitfulneſs in our ſelves, as that we 
ſhould think our caſe bad, though it ſeem never 
{o good to our natural ſelf, till we apply it to 
the Rule. Rule, Nature would have none butf.;+ 
itſelf; and though in our better compolureoffh;y. 
mind, we may receive ſome other Rule; yetin 

onr Paſhons we cannot ſpare time to go to anyf 
other Rule ; but we take that which is next tof 
hand, and ſelf will be fure to be that. Butwell, 

muſt, ifwe will be true Chriſtians, learn to de-J;j. | 
ny ſelf, and wholly to ſubmit our ſelves to they. , 
Command of Chrift, as our only Rule, OletKh; 
the power of Chriſts Love and Command, make;; 
us obediert tothis command of Love! 


Secondly, If we are to walk as Members of 
Chriſt, who is our Head; this hath infly- 
ence/ upon our affeFions to oblige 'us to lov 
one another, as from the Command which 
the Head hath over the Members, 1o, frog 


the conformity that is to be in the Membe 
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not of 'two ſeveral Natures; 'But the ſame Na- 


' ture paſſeith: frorh the - Head through all the” 


Members: Now, if we be ingrafted into Chriſt, 
Uwe muſt become of the ſame Nature with him : 
let us be followers of Chriſt as dear Children 
land walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved 
0. Parn!'bids us to be followers of himlcltf, 
Tis he was follower of Chriſt, Chriſt then 1s 

> be our great Pattern : He commands us to 
CBlearn of him, for he was meek, - For us to 
7 Ithink to attain unto a perfe&t conformity to 
0bim, is in- vain; but as 'much as our natures 
Tre capable of} we arcto ftrice for it. - Chriſts 
offlove to us, © hath bredth, and length , ang 
MKdepth, and” heighth, which paſſeth knowledge. 
l} fGreater love .hath no man than this, that a 
0 $na: ſhould lay down his life for his friend , 
Tut herein Chrift commended his love to' 14 , 
w-that while we were enemies, Chriſt died 
" 4; Behold what manner of lore is this, 
bat Chriſdhath beſtowed on 'us  Hereby per- 
tte 'we the love of God" ( that is Chriſt ) 
frauſe be laid down his life for''w, 1 Foh.3+16. 
as inference is there the {ame-with mine, .and 
lat in a higher degree; we ought to lay down 

lives for the brethren. If life, then fin ; 
ea paſſion and wrath; thena baſe proud ſelt- 
leaſing and . contraditting humor. Do we 

any lovelineſs or beauty in Chriſt Jeſus ? 
$there no excellency in his{weetnels, pity and 
atience ? Is not his loying-kindnels amiable ? 


to'the Head. The Head and the Members are | 
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And would not ſomething like this in us be 
deſirable ? Had he more realon to love us than 
*we have to love one another ? *Q, let our ſoukrill 
be overcome with the thoughts of this love of this 
Chriſt: let our hearts be kindled and blow 'y : 
up into a flame of love by it. O, when ſhall dif 
this dear, precious, pure, cternal love of hiz{ct 
. overpower our fouls? When ſhall it have inJintc 
proper effe&t upon us, to make us to deſire ear. on 
neſtly to be like our beloved / When ſhall we 
put on his beauty! Q how lovely ſhould wel VE 
then look ! Let us put off that deformity that is] {ce 
upon opr ſouls, which makes us 1o unlike to 
Chriſt ; yea, which makes 1s loathſom in his 
eyes.. Pride , paſſion, worldlineſs , are thoſe 10 
foul deformities which keep Chriſt at ſuch af [00 
diſtance from us, and which hinder his more 
ſweet frequent and intimate converſe with us. 
- It is only that of himſelf which. Chrift ſeeth 
in us. which he delighteth in. For in himis the 
perfeRion of all beauty and excellency; and 
whatſoever lovelinels is in any thing elſe, comes 
from him, is like him, and leads to him. Would 
we know how much we are beloved of him, let 
us ſee how much we are like him ; for he ca 
not but loye that which is like himlelf, and if we 
would be like him, we muſt put on love, for6 
15 love, and he that dwelleth in love dweltith 1 
God, and God in him, x Joh. 4. 16. 1:84 
Thirdly, If we ought to walk towards 0 
another as Members of the ſame body, where 
of Chriſt is the Head, what can ſpeak a 
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ſer union than commemberſhip? No man ever 
yet hated his own fleſh, but nouriſheth and che- 
riſheth it. But we do not feel the power of 
this oneneſs as we ought to do. We are ma- 
Wy, and where there is diviſion, there will: be 
diſſention : that we may therefore be more one, 
I {ct usbe more in putting off our elf, and going 
into Chriſt. Here let us look 'mto the 190ath- 
.| fomneſs of our Natures, whilft dff from God, 
which is the caulc of all this confuſion, 'and-if 
we cannot ſee its deformity in its ſelf s Jet us 
"N ſce it in refleRion in its bitter effeRts;,' and 
when we lee our own deformity,for we ſhall ſee 
«< leſs cauſe to love our ſelves, and more caute'rs 
| love others, than Chriſt had to love us. Let us 
look upon our oneneſs in Chrift, and ſee-:if. we 
can thence become one in. affetions. Chriſt 
faith, ] and the children which thow hast arven 
me; we have one. ſpiritual Father, ve are Bre- 
thren, let us love as Brethren. The cauſe of this 
$ union 1s our being made partakers of Chriſts na- 
vf ture, and baptized into the fame- ſpirit with 


4] him : and if we have at any time experienced 


le the more lively and full incomes of this ſpirit of 
Chriſt, how did it ſet the heart on fire ! The ſoul 
© is then too-narrow to contain its own affe&ions, 
how dearly then could we look upon a Saint / 
How did pride and wrath vaniſh, and melt down 
{| into meeknels, humility and love / Did we ne- 
i ver experience what this meaneth ! Then bet the 
remembrance of the ſweetnels of it renew it in 
& Þs. ©, a life of ſpiritual love is a life indeed, 2 
| | G 4 - Hea- 
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"Heaven upon Earth ! This is a;good Rule; whelhi 
we find our. felves.in a ſpiritual temper, let ulhes 
examine our ſelves then, and inquire how y 
like ſuch a frame : .let us remember the voice ore! 
the ſpirit in us,and labour to baye our judgemenſſoh 
and affe&ions always after, fo ballanced. i 
Fourthly,' Are we Members of Chriſt, wed 
not fay, we donot love Chrift. If we do indeedfiou 
Jove Chriſt,. let us love him where ever we findffiza 
him. Chriſt isin all thoſe that are his. Let wſhal 
fear offending Chriſt in his, for what 4s done to ga 
them, he will take as done to himſelf. It will bear 
laidin that great day, 1n 45 much as ye did it un- et 
. Fotheſe, ye did it unto me, Let us think what we joy 
will of it at prefent, the world will find this true F 
totheir coſt. And if weat as in Chriſt, we ſhall Id, 
find our ſelves as much concerned for.bim, as foo | 
our:tclves, and more too. Oh the wrongs thatare þv 
done to-h1m, we ſhall reckon done to us, If 
weare Chriſts, Chriſts intercftxwill be ours, and 
bis: injuries ours. If weareChriſts, we will be 
as fearful of offendingot any of his, .as of wrong- 
ing of our ſelves. Chriſt himlelfisaboyethereach 
of our wrohgs, tobe touched by them in him-! 
felf.z but in his. Members þe ſuffers to. this very 
day. ' If then Chrit and weare-one;;and Chriſt 
and all his are one ;. let us love Chriſtin his, let! 
us rejoice in Chriſt in his Members, let us indea- 
vour to requite Chriſt in his Members : let us 
tear gmeving the Spirt of Chriſt, in grieving the' 
tpirits of any of his dear ones. Wound not Chriſt 
4; wounding the heart of his beloved. O the. 
| prc- 
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whepretiouſneſs, pleaſure and profit of this love, I 
t wheg.of God to give you a full injoyment of. that 
v willnectnelſs and the joyful fruits of it, the Lord re- | 
ce offfrcſh you with a quick and conſtant ſenſe and | 
ventight of his eternal love towards your {foul ; to [{ 
ich the aſſurance of true Chriſtian love by | 
edothe effeftual work of the Comforter may bring If 
leedfſhou. By this we kyow that we are paſſed from | 
find ieath to Life, becauſe we love the Brethren. If it 
t uhall pleaſe the Lord to give me leave-to ſee you 
e to gain, I ſhall come with ftrong expeRations, and | 
| be Farneſt deſires of ſeeing a ſweet alteration for the 1 
un- ſetter in you, in your deportment and carriage I 
we fowards onethat did deſerve better at your hands. : \.,\ 
rue nd what an effe& hopes of this nature fruſtrat- | 
all $d, will produce; 1 beſeech you to judge. 1 | 
foo pray God fill you with peace and.joy. My hand j# 
re Þweary with writing, but my mind till runs” | 
If Forth in deſires and prayers for you. | I hope the 
nd ford, will take away ;all cauſe of writing any 
be Fore of this ſubjeR unto you. Your Letter gave 
8- ÞY hopes a good beginning: I beſeech the Lord 
ch. Ipcatry-on what he hath begun to the glory of 
n-' Fs goodnels, that I may at every ſight of you, 
ry Fe more of the image of Chriſt in you, and more 
ſt. Fithe power and beauty of this grace of love,and 
at I may find you drawn nearer to Heiven, and, 
eyou with Chriſt in Heaven when time ſhall 
no more. ] leave you in the Arms of Love. 


Fohn Faneway. 


By 
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By all this you may. eaſily perceive whath 
rit ated him, and how much. he was troublej- 
for any diviſions amongſt the People of Go 
Indeed he. was of fo loving and lovely a difp 
fition, that he' even commanded the affettions} 
moſt that knew him; and ſo humble he y 
that he was aſhamed to be loved for his oy 
lake. 

I can never forget a ſtrange expreſſion that 
have heard from him, concerning one that had 
very ardent love for him. know this (faith hefy | 
that I love no love but what is purely for Cirifih 
ſake, would Chriſt might have all the love, he a 
lone deſerves it : for my part, I am afraid and hy, 
ſhamed of the love and veſpets of Coriſtians. kt 
faw fo much pride, pceviſhnefs and diviſion 
mongſt Profeftors, that it did not a little ver hifr 
'tjzhteous {ou}, and made him think long to by 
i ſweeter air, where there ſhould be nothir 

ut union, joy and love. He could not enduretgy 
hear Chriſtians ſpeak reproachfully. one of anoff 
ther, becauſe-they were of different judgment; 
and perſwaſions. There where he ſaw moſt hol 
nefs, humility and love, there he let out moſt 
his affeQions, 'And he was of that holy n 
mind, that it were pity that the very name ( 
diviſion were -riot: buried , and that the tit 
would come that we might all dearly pay f 
qQur unbrotherly, nay unchriſtian animoſities. 
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30 CHAP. XVI. 
Cilpy 
1005} An aoconnt of the latter part of bus Life, 
e wat 
s ff O R- the latter part of his life, he lived 
like a man that was quite weary of the 
thatKVorld, and that looked upop himſelf as a ſtran- 
hadSethere, and that lived in the conftant ſight of 
i heÞz better World. He plainly declared. himſelf 
Cut a Pilgrim that looked for a better Country, 
he City that had Foundations, whole builder and 
and niker was God. His habit, his language, his 
5, Mkeportment , all ſpoke him one of another 
01 \World. His meditations were ſo intenſe, long 
ex Mind frequent, that they ripened him apace for 
to dfcaven, but ſomewhat weakned his body. Few 
thiniChriſtians attain to ſuch a holy contempt of the 
uretFWorld, and to ſuch clear believing, joyful, con- 
' anoFfant apprehenſions of the tranſcendent glories 
menFof the unſeen World. 
He made it his whole bulineſs to keep up ſen- 
oft eilfble communion with God , and to grow into 
thumble familiarity with God, and to maintain 
ne fit, Andif by reaſon of company or any necel- 
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ary diverſions, this was in any meaſure inter- 
y tupted, he would complain like one out of his 
es. Element, till his ſpirit was recovered into a de- 
lightſul more unmixed free intercourſe with 
God. He was never ſo well ſatisfied, as when 
A ie was more immediately ingaged - _—_ 
| TOUE 
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brought him nearer toGod , and by this he in 
joyed thole comforts frequently, which' 6the 
Chriſtians rarely meet with.” His graces and e 
periences, toward his end grevw to aſtoniſhmen 
His faith got up to a full aſſurance ;4 his deli 
into a kind of 1njoyment and delight. He was of 
brought into the: Banquetting houſe, and t 
Chriſts Banner over hun was love; and he far* 
down under his ſhadow with great delight, an" 
kis fruit was pleatant unto his taſt. His eyes be: 
held the King in his beauty, 'and while he ſatea$" 
his Table, his {picknard did fend forth its plea? 
ſant ſmell : he had frequent Viſions of Glory and" 
this Fohn lay in the bolom of his Maſter, and wa" 
lure a very beloved Diſciple, and hjghly favour: a 
ed. His Lord oft cailed him upto the Mountto 
him, and let him ſee hjs excellent glory, O the 
lweet foretaſts that he had of thole plcalures thatÞ*® 
are at the right hand of God. How oft washefF* 
feaſted with the feaſt of fat things thoſe wines on 
the lees well refined; and ſometimes he was like 
a Giant refreſht with new wine, rejoicing tor} 
the race that was ſet before him, whether of do-ﬀ 
ng or of tuſtering, He was even ſick of love, andi 
he could fay ta the poor un-experienced World, F' 
() taſt and fee ! and to Chriſtians, come and'1 wife 
rell zou what God hath done for my ſoul. O what" 
do Chriſtians mean that they do no more to get 
their lenles ſpiritually exercifed? O why d 
they not make Religion the very buſineſs oftheirF' 
tives ? O why is the Soul, Chriſt and —_— uy | 
cipt 
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lpifed? Is there nothing in-communion with 


he infſlod? are all thoſe comforts of Chriſtians, that 


otheilow hard aſter him worth nothing ? Isirnot 
1d exfforth the while to make ones calling and eleRion 
mere? O why do men and women jeſt and dally in 
ehre$e great matters of eternity ? Little do people 
25 ofſink, what they ſlight, when they are leldom and 
therdrmal in ſecret duties, and when they . neglect 
> {at great duty of Meditation, which I have 
and rough rich mercy found fo {weet and refreſh- 


5 heſ$f: O what do Chriſtians mean, that they keep 


tea$/uch diſtance from a Chrift * Did they bur 
plez$ow the thoulandth - part of that ſweetneſs that 
and inhim, they could not chooſe but follow him 
I waptd; they would run and not be weary, and 
'/our-$alk and not be faint. 


ntto 


) the] He could ſenſibly and experimentally com- 


tharÞþend the ways of God to the poor unexperien- 
15 hefſed world, and fay, Hu ways are pleaſantneſs ; 
« on Þ{juſtifie Wiſdom, and ſay,her paths were peace. 
likeffie could take off thoſe aſperlions, which the 
\runÞevil, and the atheiſtical frantick ſots, do caſt 
do- jon Godlinels inthe power of it. Here is one 
andÞat could challenge all the Atheiſts in the-world 
rd, Þ4i{pute ; here is one could bring ſenſible de- 


' wifſonſtrationsto prove a Deity and the reality and 


vhar cellency of inviſibles;. which thefe ignorant 
\pet is and Mad-men make the ſubje&: of their 
do$0n : here is one that would not change delights 
heir" the greateſt Epicures living, and vic plea- 
hue with all the ſenſual rich. gallants gf the 
eſpk world. 
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Wotld. Which of them all could in the migahs 
of their jollity ſay, This is the pleaſure thai 
ſhall laſt for ever? Which of them can'lay zi 
mong their Cups and Whores , / can now la 
Death i the face ;, and, this very moment 1 calf 
be content , yea glad, to leave theſe delights, 
knowing 1 ſball enjoy better. And this he 
could do, when he tared deliciouſly in ſpirituÞ 
banquets every day : He could upon better res. 
ſon than he-did ſay, Soul, thou haſt goods laid 
up for many years : He knew full well, that what 
he did here enjoy, was but a little to what he 
ſhould have ſhortly. Iz hzs preſence there ij 
fulneſs of joy; at his right hand there are ples 
ſures for evermore. Where is the Belſhazzar, 
that would not quake in the midſt of his Cups, 
whilſt he is quafting and carouzing in Bowls 0 
the richeſt Wine, if he ſhould ſee a Hand 
upon the Wall writing bitter things againſt him, 
telling him that his joys are at an end, and thatÞ* 
this night his ſoul muſt be required of him, that 
now he muſt come away, and give an account 
of. all his ungodly pleaſures, before: the mightyÞ 
God ? 'Where is the {inner that could be con 
tented to hear the Lord roaring out of Zuni 
whilſt he is roaring in the Tavern ? Which «ff 
them would be glad ta hear the Trumpet found, 
and to hear that voice, Ariſe ye dead , and con 
to judgment ? Which of them would rejoyceto 
ſeethe Mountains quaking,the Elements melting 
with fervent heat, and the Earth confumed with" 
flames; and the Loxd Chrift whom they = pr 
| a | 
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walks, coming in the Clouds with millions of his 
th, Mints and Angels, to be avenged upon thoſe 
y z.fat knew not God, and obeyed not his Goſpel. 
Þ not that a bleſſed tate, when a man can life 
?cfphis head with joy, when others tremble with 
, afar, and fink with ſorrow? And this was the 
- beondition of this holy young man. In the 
ituidſt of all worldly camforts he Jonged for 
ath 3 and the thought of the day of Judgu:ent 
ade all his enjoyments ſweeter. O; how did 
hai long for the coming of Chriſt ! Whilſt ſome 
t heſþve been diſcourſing by him of that great and 
re iiÞirible day of the Lord, he would fmile, and 
plex-pmbly exprels his delight in the forethought of 
24r.$t approaching hour. ph 
zups,l Lremember once there was a great talk, that 
Is office bad foretold that Doows-day ſhould be upon 
4andjch a day ; although he blamed their daring 
im;Jly, that would pretend to know that which 
thar$s hid from the Angel. themſelves, and that 
thafſe Devil could not acq taint them with; yet 
ting their {uſpition to be true, what then, 
ghtyſ$d he 4 What if the day of Judgment were 
be, as it will moſt certainly come ſhortly ? if 
Zianere ſure the day of Judgment wer@to be- 
þ ofÞ within a hour, I ſhould be glad with all my 
und rt. If at this very inftant.F thoukt hear ſuch 
contÞundrings, and fee ſuch Lightnings, as. 1/raet 
FW at Mount $inaz, I am pertwaded my very 
lringÞrt would leap for joy. Bur this I am conft + 
with" of, through infinite mercy, that the very | 
jeſpiFiltation of that day hath even raviſhed my 
ſedh- - ; ſoul, 


06 
ſoul, and the thought of the certainty afid nexfſ - 
neſs of it is morerefreſhing to me than the wn 
forts of the whole world. Surely nothing < t 
more revive my {pirits than to behold the bleſ Ju ; 
Jeſus, the joy, lite and beauty of my ſoul. Woulff 
it not more rejoice me, than 7oſeph's Wag A 
did old Facob ? Lately dreamed that the dayg,.. 
Judgment was come : Methought I heard teri, 
ble cracks of thunder, and ſaw dreadful ligh s 
nings; the Foundations of the Earth did ſhake. 
and the Heavens wete rolled together as a gatſk,, 
ment; yea,all things viſible were ina flame; mef 
thought | ſaw the graves opened, and the eart! 

and ſea giving up. their dead ; methought [ {aj 
millions of Angels, and Chriſt coming in th... 
clouds. Methought I beheld the Antient of Day, 
ſitting upon his Throne, and all other Throne, 
caſt down: Methought | beheld him whoſegay, 
ments were white as {row, and the hair of His hea ſ 
like pure wooll : His Throne was like the fier 
flame, and his wheels as burning fire; a fien 
ſtream ifſued and came forth from him ; thouſſh,;1 
ſands of ten thouſands miniſtred unto him; 'ant 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood betore 
him ; andthe Judgement was fer.and the Bookiſh, 
were opened. O but with what an extaie of jol;c. 
was [ ſurprized! Methought it was the molih,, 
heart-railing ſight, that ever my eyes beheld 'h., 
and then Icrie d out, I have wazted for thy faluar 1; 
vn O God ;and ſo I mounted into the air, to meet, | 
my Lord in the Clouds, 


ov 
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ay This I recprd, only to; ſhew, how far he was 
one om being daunted at the, thoughts, of Death or 
 ©Fjudgment :- And to let other Chriſtians know , 
ellefhat is attainable in this life ; and what, folly it 
oug:, for us to take up with ſo.Jittle , when, our 
SL ord is pleaſed to make ſuch noble proviſions 
4) Wor us, and by a wife and diligent improvement of 
Thoſe means which God hath offered us, we may 
IgB-ave an entrance -adminiſtred to us abundantly 
akeFnto the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 

SBaviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
MY Oh how comfortable, how honourable, and 
AJ ow profitable is this ſtate ! Theſe are your 
"Ten that quit themſclves like Chriſtians, This 
Ps true gallantry, noble manhood, real valour! 
is was the condition of Mr. Faneway for 
about three years before he died : I will not de- 
y but that he had ſome clouds; but, he uſually 
alked in aſweet, even , humble ſerenity of 
*"JFpirit, and his refreſhing joys were more conli- 
Wecrable than his Deſpondings; and though he 
lily queſtioned many ations , yet did not 
veſtion his ſtate, but had his heart fixed upon 
"0" Shat Rock that never waves nor winds could 
"Wake. His ſenſes were ſtill ſo fpiritually exer- 
"Filed, as that he could look upto Heaven as his 
untry and Inheritance, and to God as his Fa- 
ter, and to Chriſt as his Redeemer ;, and (that 
hich is ſcarce to be Heard of) he counted ir 
e higheſt act of patience to be willing to live, 
nd a very great pitch of ſelf-denial to be con- 
, Weted to be in this world, and to dwell on this 
H ſide 


(93) 
ſide a full and eternal injoyment of that ro 
glorious One whom his ſoul was fo much in le 
with. Ina word, he had the moſt earneſt delf 
fires to be diffolved and to be with Chriſt that 
cverſaw, read; or heard of, ſince the Apoltle 


times. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
His laſt ſichneſs, and Death, 


A- ND now the time draws nigh , whereifj 
his longings ſhall be ſatisfied ;, he iscalf 
Ted to his laſt work ; and truly, his deportmel 
init, was honourable 3 his carriage ſo emiſ 
nently gracious, ſo meek, patient, fruitful, jo 
ful and thankful,that it made all his friends ſtan 
and wonder as being 'abundantly above theirer 
perience and reading; and thole Chriſtians thaſf 
law him, could not but admire God in him, anſÞþ 
look upon himras one of the moſt ſingufar inftani 
ces of rich grace, *and'even blets God that thei 
eyes ever law, or their ears ever heard {ud 
things ; and had ſuch a ſenſible demonftrationdfſ 
_ the reality of Invilibles. | 


He falls into a deep Conſumption. 


Dr 


His Body is now ſhaken again, and he fi 
into a deep Conſumption ; bur, this Mefſengs 
of God did not in the leaft damp him. Spit 
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rownlf blood, was no ghaſtly thing to one that had 
n los eye upon the blood of Jeſus ; faint: fixeats 
eft deffid not daunt him that had always fach teviving 
thatordials at hand. Ir's matter of Joy to him , 
poltlhat he was now- in fome hopcs of having his 
meft deſires ſatisfied. 
After he had been a while fick, a ſudden dim- 
ſeized upon his eyes :. By and by his ſight 
ite failed 3 and there was ſuch a viſible altera- 
n in him, that he and others judged theſe 
ings to be the ſymptoms of death approach- 
0. But when he was thus taken, he was not 
hereifthe leaſt ſurprized ; but was lifted up with 
iscalÞy to think what a Life he was going to, looks 
rtmenJy upon death it ſelf as one of his Fathers Ser- 
>» emiints, and his Friend that was fent as a Meſſen- 
11, joyr to condut him fafely to his gloripus Pas» 
|s ſtanqſce. - 
eirex} When he felt his Body ready to faint, he cal: 
ns thafſd to his Mother, and faid, * Dear Mother | 
m, ann dying, bur I beleech you be not troubled 3 
inſtar, 1' ama through mercy , quite above the 
ears of death, it's no great matter I haveno- 
hing troubles me but” the apprehenſions. of 
jour grief... I am going to Him, whom | love 
ore life. y 
But it pleaſed the Lord to raiſe him again 
tleout of his faintiog fit, for his Maſter had 
more work for him to do before he muſt re- +. ; 
his Wages, Although his outward man + © - 
noWayed'apace, yet he is renewed in the imyard +=+ * 
pitcaliday dy day : His graces were never more © 
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a ive,” ;and-his experiences were never greaterſ0b, 
When one would have thought , heſhould hay. 
been'-yaken up with his diſtemper,: and that fol *4 
had been cnough for: him to grapple with hiſſjur 
pains, then he quite forgets his weaknels; ar ; 
lo twallowed up of the life to come, that heHa{dEat 
icarce leifure to think of his ſicknels. - ©. milli 
For ſeveral weeks: together , I never hear: Pa; 
the leaſt word that ſavoured of any complainfſong 
or wearinels under the-hand of God, except hijreco 
eager deſire to be. with Chriſt be:counted com-'' V 
plaining, and his haſt to be in Heaven, be callegthat 
impatience. Now's the time when one mighſsgall 
have ſeen Heavenand the Glory of another worlſreſto 
realized to ſenſe. His Faith grew excecdinglyyear 
and his Love was proportionable, and his Joyſhe ) 
were equal to both. | you 
Oh the rare attainments ! The high and divinſthat 
expreſſions, that dropped from his mouth ! wort 
haycnot words to exprels what a ſtrange , triquit« 
umphant, angelical frame, he was in, for ſonftow 
conſiderable time together. It was a very Hes g 
ven upon Earth, to tee and hear a man admiringſvilib 
God at tuch a rate, as I never heard any, ndqgAnd 
ever expe to hear or {ee more, till-I come tſ{tren 
Heaven. Thoſe that did not ſee cannot weſkind 
conceive, what a ſweet frame he was in, for 4vou! 
leaſt x weeks before he died. - His ſoul w{bou 
almoſt always filled with thoſe joys un{pealſporl 
able and full of glory. How oft would he cqgpore 
out; Oh, that ] could but let you knowl! that (ou 
now feel ! Oh, that-.1 conld ſhewi your awhoat 1 ſent: 
;. *1,” 60S 
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Ob, that T. could expreſs the thouſandth- part. of 
it ſweetneſs that I now find in Coriſt! You would 
ill thee \'think_ i: well warth the while to\ make it 
i j0-r buſineſs to be telsgtons. Oh my. Year friends; 


ne little think.. what: a;/Chfiſt 15-wotth upon a 
J6cth:bed; :1 would: not for ia world,; nay for 
millions of worlds, be now withqut a-Chriſt-and 
2 Pardon. I1wauld not for.a world be to.liyeany 4 
longer : The very thoughts of a poſhbiliry of . 
grecovery,] makes me even tremble. TT 
ol-'! When ane came to yiht him, and told. him, 
that hethoped. it might pleaſe God to raiſe him 
again, :and #bat he had ſcen many a weaker, man 
Wrcſtored tolhealth , and that lived many a:gond 
year after:::.And.do you think to pleaſe me (laid 
he ) by ſuch diſcourſe as this *? No , Fricnd, 
you” are much miſtaken in me, it you. think 
that the ' thoughts of life, and health, and the 
world , are pleaſing tome. The world hath 
quite loſt_its excellency in my judgment. Oh 
how poor .and contemptible a thing is it in all 
Fits glory, compared with the glory of that in- 
viſible world which I now live in the:fight of! 
Ind as for life, Chriſt is my life, health and 
ſtrength 5 and I know , I ſhall have another 
Find ai life , when I leave this. I tell you it 
would incomparably more pleale me, if you 
Fſbould ſay to me, [You are no man of this 
Frorld ; you cannot poſſibly hold out long ; be- 
Wore to morrow you will bein eternity. } I tell 
Foul do fo long to be with Chriſt, that 1 could be ' 
Foatented to be cut apicces, and to be put to the 
'þ | H 3 moſt 
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moſt exquiſite torments, fo I might Hut die,arid 4 
be with Chriſt. Oh, how tweet is Tefus! Come 1 
Lord Feſms, come quickly. Death, do thy worſt 
Death hath loſt 'his terribleneſs. . Death, it is 
nothing. 1 fay , Death. is nothing. ( throug 
grace J to me. I canas ealily die as ſhut my 
eyes, of turn my head and ſleeps] long to be 
with Chriſt; [ long to diet, That was till hi 
moce.' --'- | BETTS Ed, 
His Mother and Brethren ſtanding by him, hel © 
faid'; © Dear Mother, | befeech you earneſt hit 
«ly as ever [deſired aty thingof you-in my life 
©that you would cheerfully ' pive "me up tc ſon 
F Chriſt ; 1 beſeech you, do not hinder me, noy 
©[ am poing to reſt and gtory. lam afraid of 
© your prayers, leſt they pull one way and mine 
* another. | 
Arid then turning to his Brethren, he ſpake 
thus to them; ©I.charge you all, do not pra lig 
© for my life any more; you do me. wrong, if: 
©you do. Ohthar glory, the unſpeakable glory 
© that I behold. My:heart is full, my heart 1 
full. Chrift ſmiles, and I cannot chooſe bu 
© {mile : Can you find in your heart, to ſtopn 
 * whoam now going to the compleat and ete 
* nal injoyment of [Chriſt ? Would you kee 
£ me from my Crown ? The arms of my bl 
* {ed Saviour are open to imbrace'me the Ar 
© gels hand ready to carry my ſoul into his bc 
#ilom, Oh, did you but ſce what I ſee, yc 
' f-would all cry- out with me, How long, ded, 
tLord; ComeLord Jctus come quickly : O 
it | » {i oy 
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© why are his Chariot-wheels ſo long .a com- 
_— in Wh eons 

And all this while he lay like a triumphing 
| Conqueror, : Imiling and xejoycing in ſpirit... ,- 
| There, Fre nene A FAY towards his end, but 
1 (as weak as | ON £,did {qme ſpecial piece- 
of ſervice. in,; for. his great .Maſter. Yea, al-. 
| moſt cycry hour did proguge freſh wonders. - - 
1 ARevyerend, Judiciqus,and, Holy, Anter 
hel ame ofren to. viſit hym., aod diſcounſcd with 


a.1 him of the exgellency of Chriſt, and the, Glory: 

- of the 7 iſp World. : Sir ,, faid I, feel 
jnnchiag of. it. my beart ts. as full 44.it, can held 

| in this lower ſtate ;, I can hold no more here, Oh | 
that I conld but let you knaw what I feel 7. 1 | 


This, Holy - Miniſter praying with, him. his 
i; ſoul was raviſhed with the abundant noc2 Kg 
-a| light, .life and love ; ſo. that he could ſcarce 
:( bear it, nor. the thought of ſtaying any, longer 
\rinthe world , but longed to be in fuch. a condi- 
+ ;4tion., wherein he ſhould have yet more, grace 
bug and more comfort, and be better able tq hear 
\Jthat weight of glory; ſome manifeſtations where: | 
er of did even almoſt fink. his weak body, and had | 
he not been ſuſtained by a prent power, his | 
yery joys would have overwhelmed him.; and 
Iwhilſt he was in theſe extaſies of joy and loye, | 


Tra a eargy ein - — A . 


he was wont to cry out : 
*Who am I Lord , who am I, that thou 
8* ſhouldſt be mindful of me ! Why me Lord, 
© why me, and paſs by thouſands and look upon 
H 4 * ach *-- 
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*fuch a wretch 'as*mhe:; ' Oh, what ſhall I fay,' 
. unto thee, Oh thou, preſerver of men? Oh, 
why: me Lord, why me ? Oh blefſed;and for 
. ever bleſſed, befree grace! How is it, Lord, 

that tfou'ſhouldſt manifeſt thyſelf unto'me , 
© and not unto othexs, cven ſo, Father; becaufe'it' 
*ſeemeth good inthy eyes, thou wilt have mercy 


; hecho wilt have mercy. And1fthou' 


* wilt 'Thok upon ſock '4'ppor Worm who can 
© hinder! who would notTove thee?! Oh bleſſed 
*Father'! Oh how ſyeet and gracibus haſt thou 
© heen unto me? Oftthat he thould have me in 
*His thoughts of love,” beforc'the foundations of 
B_zc_M_T Fc. 8 

And thus he went oi 'admiring and adoring 
of God, in a more high and heavenly manner 
than't'can cloth with 'Wotds. Suppoſe what you 
tan on this ſide Heaven; and 1 am peffivaded 
yoo aye have ſeen it inhim. He'was wonder- 

I Yaken with _ pqodnef of God to Him in 
ſending” that aged" 


©am1, ſzid ke, that God ſhopld ſengd'to me a 
* Meflenger one ainong athouland (fneanitig that 
©Minifter who had beef prayipg*withhim wich 
rieaniGfjoy), 

© Though he was towards 'his'entl,” moſt com- 
movly in'a'triumphant joyful frame ;/ yer, ſome- 
times, eyen then he had {ome ſmall intermiſſions, 
»l] which he would cry out, Hold'ont Faith and 
Patrei;ce,;, yet 4 little while , 'and your work, t 


_ — 


nit xp ienced ' Miniſter to help | 
hirr mttighftpreat workfupon'Exrth:*''* Who [| 


dong, And when ke found not-hisheart wound 
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up to the highelt pitch of thankfulnefs, admirati- 
on atid Jove';/ he would with great forrow- b&-* 
moan himſelf, ; agd cry outin'this language 20 * 

© And' what's the matter-now,' Oh my Soul ,' 

| © what: wilt thou; canſt thow thus unwotthily 

'{ © flight'this' admirable /and aſtoniſhing conde- 7 
«ſtenti6h\ of God to - thee 2: Scems' it ia ſmall - 
| © matter;''that the great Fehovah ſhould deal) 
© thuy familiarly with': his Werm ; and. wilt 
| | © thou:'paſs this over , as a-cotnmon mertyp?” 
| © What meaneſt thouy Oh' my 1oul, that thou' 
' | © doſt not' conſtantlyradofe and'tpraiſe this rare,! 
f | <ftronig;"ineunſpeakableLovet: It is true, Off 
© my Soul, doth God deal familiarly. with mang 
5 aid are his humble',' zealous ;- and eohſtant! 
clove; praile, 'and" {ervice too- good for God ?' 
© Why art nor thou Ol-my-foul,; fwallowed: up: 
© ever y-moment with this tree unparallelÞd ever- | 
© laſting Love. 3 191 | 


; 
r 
ſ 
4 
, | L | 
nf © And then he breaks' out"agaln into another | 
p {| triumphant Extaſie of-praiſe and joy ; andex- 
of preſſed'a little. of that which. was-unexprefſible 
21 in ſome fuch words as thelſe::; - > *1228P 
at © Stand aſtoniſhed ye Heavens, and wonder 
my ©Oh ye Angels; at'this infinite grace! Was 
© ever \any_ urider Heaven” more : beholding to 
n-F © free grace than] © Doth God uſe to do:thus | 
e-E © with his Creatures ? Admire him for ever. and | 
2s, © ever, Oh ye redeemed ones Oh thoſe Joys, | 
24h * the taſt of which I have! Thoſe everlaſting 
. oy * Joys, which arc at his right hand for ever- 
* more * Eternity, Eternity 1t4elf, is too ſhort 
| *r0 
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* ©-Praiſe. this God'inc/: Ab: bleſs the px, with 
© Me, come. let ys ſhout for. joy and.boaſt inthe. 
* God of our Silvation:;;.;Qb, help me.to praile. 


* the; Lomd,.:for his, mergy indureth for. ever. 


One-of his Brethren: (that.had.fprmerly. been. 
wrought upon by his hely exhortations. and cx-: 
ampſq).praying with hits, and ſecing of him , 


(asHe Bpprehended } ngax, his Dilplution, de- 
{Ire ,hat the Lord wohuld:be pheafed to conti- 
nug 5Þglff aftoniſhing apd ſoul-lupporting corg- 


fors.to the lafmamend of: his breath; ,;aud that 


he might. go' from/one. Heaven to another, from 
grace..and joy impaesſtA, to perſeA_ grace and 
glary 38nd whed- bis: work was dong here, give 
him;' 4f.it were his:will,: the! moſt, eahe-and tri- 
unpiant paſlage..4o reſt; and that he might 
hayeanabundant.etrance adminiltred jnto the 
everlaſting Kingdom of. our Lord. and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, SW | 
-- Attheend of. the; :[Ruty, he burſt aut into a 
wonderful Paſhan of; Jay. - (Sure that was joy 
unſpeakable and, funk glory.i ) Oh what an 
Amen Cid he ſpeak,: Awtv, Amen, Amn, Hal: 
tel” i nog too ou int ing te * 

It would have:madiany Chriſtians heart: to 
leap, tv have fecn andheard, what ſome ſaw. and 
heard,' at that'time; and I queſtion not,bur that 
it wit] {omewhat affe& them. to hear and read 
it'; though it be ſcarce poſſible to ſpeak the half 
of what was admirable in him : For, it being 
{o_ much beyond precedent , itdjd even aſtoniſh 


and amaze thole of us that were about him, 
| that 
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that our Relation muſt fall hugely ſhort of what 


was real. 

I verily believe that it exceeds the higheſt 
Rhetorick,to let out to the life, what this heaven- 
ly creature did then deliver. I fay again, I wanr 
words to:ſpeak, and fo did he; for he ſaw things 
unutterable : But yet, ſo much he fpake as juſtly 
drew:the: admiration of all that ſaw him.;. and [ 
heard:an old experienced Chriſtian and Miniſter 
lay it again and again, That He never ſaw, nor 
read, nor heard the like. Neither could we ever 
expe to lee the glories of, Heaven maredemon- 
ſtrated to:tenſfe, in this world. He talked. as if 
he had becn in the third. Heavens, and broke. out 
in{ſuch'words as thele : 

* 2h, He is come /: He is come! Oh how 
C ſweet! ! How glorious is the Bleſſed Jetus ! 
© How ſhall 1 do to ſpeak the thouſandih part of 
© his Praites! Oh for words, to ſet out a little 
* of that Excellency /' But it is unespreſhble ? 
© Oh how excellent, glorious , and lovely is the 

* precious Jeſus ! He is {weet, He is altoge- 
© ther lovely ! And now I-am fick- of Love, he 
© hath raviſhed my foul with his beauty ! I ſhall 
© die lick of Love! 

, Oh my friends ftand by and wonder, come 

« look upon a dying man, and wonder ; I can- 
©not my {elf but ſtand and wonder ! Was 
© there ever a greater kindnels, was there ever 
© {enfibler manifeſtations of Rich Grace! Oh - 
© why me, Lord, why me / Sure this is akin 
ft Heaven, and if I were never to injoy any 
| * more. 
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c x - . EW< - 
more«than' this ;..'it were: well worth all the 


* torments that Men and Devils could-invent , 
© to come'thorow-even a Hell to ſuch tranlcen- 
* dent-joys- as thele.! -:]f 'this be dying, dying 
© 15 fweet' : "Let no true Chriſtian ever be afraid 
© of dying.” Oh death is ſweet to me. - This 
© Bed is {oſt, Chriſts Arms and: Kiſſes, his 
* Smiles and Viſits ,, fure they would turn Hell 
*itito Heaven. Oh that you'did but ee and feel 
* what 1 657 Come: knd behold a dying man 
* morechearſul thanyou ever ſaw-any healthful 
<man n:the midſt of his ſweeteſt enjoyments * 
< Ok Sirs, Worldly' pleafures are pititul- poor 
£ fovry: things, compared: with one: glimple of 
© this go! » which ſhines in ſo ſtrongly into my 
© Sout!:Oh why thould'any of you beſo fad, 
* when 1 am ſo glad ?: This, this is the hour that 
©] have waited for / | 
About eight and forty hours before his death, 
his: eyes were dim, and -his ſight much failed; 
*his Jaws ſhook and trembled, and his feet. were 
cold, and all the-- ſymptoms of Death were 
-upon'/him, | and His extream parts were already 
almoſt dead-and lenfſelels;;and yet, even then, his 
joys were ( if poſſible ) greater ſtill : He bad 
10 many fits of joy unſpeakable, that he ſeemed 
-to bein one continued a&t of Seraphick Love , 
and'Praite. He ſpake like one that was juſt en- 


tring- into the Gates of the New Jeruſalem : 


the greatelt part of him was now in Heaven'; 
not a word drop'd from his mouth but-it breath- 
ed. Cariſt and Heaven, Oh what incourage- 

p ments 
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ments did he.give to them which did ſtand, by, to 
follow hard after God,. and to follow -Chtift in 
an bumble, believing; zealous courſe of life, and 
adding one degree of $race to another, and uling 


all diligence ro make their Calling and Eletion 
{ure; and that then, they allo ſhould find, that 


they {hould have a glorious paſſage into a blel- 
. 


ſed Eternity. 

But moi. cf his work was Praiſe, an hundred 
times admiring v* the bottomſels Love of God 
to him. Oh, why me, Lord, why me! And 
then he would give inftruftions to them that 
came to ſee him. He was lcarce ever filent , 
becauſe the Love of Chriſt and Souls, did con- 
ſtrain him. There was ſo much work done for 
Chriſt in his laſt hours, that 1 am-ready to 
think, he did as much in an hour as lome do 
ina year. 

Every. particular perſon had a faithful affe- 
Qtionate warning. And that' good Mityter , 
that was 1o much with him, -uled this as anargu- 
ment to per{wade him to be willing tolivea little 
longer, and to be paticnt to tarry Gods leiſure; 
ſure God hath ſomething for thee to do'that is 
yet undone; fome word of exhortation to lome 
poor ſoul, that you have forgot. 

The truth of it is, he. was, filled with the 
love of Chriſt, that he could ſcarce bearabſence 
from him a moment. He-knew that he ſhould 
be capable of bearing of greater glory above, 
than he -could here. it was:the Judgment af 
{ome that were with him, that his heart was = 
on y 
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only habitually, but aRually ſet on God all the 
day long; and nothing of humane frailty, that 
could be thought a ſin, did appear for tome time 
except it were his paſſionate delire to dic, and 
difficulty to bring himſelf to be willing to ſtay 
below Heaven, | 

He was wont every evening to take his leave 
of his Friends, hoping not to tee them , till the 
morning of the Refurre&ion ; and he deſired 
that they would be ſure, to makeſure of a com- 
fortable meeting at our Fathers houlc, in that 
other World. 

[ cannot relate the twentieth part of that 
which deſerved to be written in Letters of Gold. 
And one that was one of the weakeſt, 1aid, That 
he did verily believe, that if wehad been exact 
in our taking his Sentences, and oblerving his 
daily Experiences, he could not"imagine a Book 
could be publiſhed of greater uſe tothe World, 
next the Bible it ſelf. - 

Onerare pailage I cannot omit, which was 
this, That when Miniſters or Chriftians came to 
him-, he would beg of them, to ſpend all the 
time that they had-with him in Praiſe. © Oh help 
* ne to praiſe God, I havenow nothing elle to 
*do from this time to Eternity , but to praiſe 
© and fove God... 1 have what my Soul deſires 
* upon Earth, 1 cannot tell what to pray for but 
*. what Ihave gratioully given in. . The wants 
that are capable of ſupplying in this World , 
are lupplied, I want but one thing, and that 
8, 4 ſpecay hft to Heaven, I expett no a 

: cre, 
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here, I can't deſire tore, I. can't hear more. 
Oh praile, praiſe, praiſe that infinite-bouneleſs 
love that hath, to a wondef, looked upon my 
Soul, and done more for tne than thoufands of 
his dear Children. Oh bfets the Lord, Oh my 
Soul, and all that 'is withm me blels his holy 
Name. *Ohhelp me, help me, O my Friends, 
to praiſe and admire him that hath done- ſuch 
* aſtoniſhing wonders for my Soul ; he hath 
© pardoned all my fins, hehath filled me with 
* his goodneſs, he hath given me grace and glo- 
ry, and no good thing hath he with-held from 


 I* me. 


* Come, help me with praiſes, all's too little: 
* Come, help me, Qh ye glorious and mighty 


4 


* Angels, who are ſo well skilled in this heaven- 
ly work of praiſe. Praiſe him, all ye Crea- 
tures upon the Earth , let every thing that 
' hath: Being, help me to praiſe him. Haljelu- 
jah, Hallelujah, Hallelujahi: Praife is now my 
work, and 1 ſhall be ingaged in that ſweet im- 
'ployment for ever. Bring the Bible, turn to 
Davids Pſalms,and let us lmga P/almof praile: 
Come let's liſt up our voice in the praiſe of the 
moſt high; I will ſing with you as long 'as my 
breath doth laſt, and when I have none, 'l ſhall 
do it better, 7 Bd 

And then turning to ſome of his Friends that 


re weeping, he defired them rather to rejoyce 
an weep upon his account. It may juſtly ſeem a 
onder , how he could ſpegk fo much as hedid; 

en he was ſo weak; but the joy-of the Lor 


ed ſtrengthen him. in 
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© Honour, and Power unto the Lord our God 


(; 142 ) 


- -In-his Sicknels, ithe; Scriptures that he took |, 


much delight.in, wete the fourteenth, fifteenth, þ, 


{1xteenth and ſeventeenth of. F041. 1 The fifty þ | 
ſourth;of- 1/ay was very refreſhing allo to him; þ | 
he: -would repeat that word [_ with everlaſting Þ,, 
merties' will 7 gather ] with abundance off 
10Y»37 FLY 

He commended the ſtudy of the Promiſes to þ ,; 
Believers, and delired that they would be lure þ ,, 
to make good their iclaim to them, ard thenſ « 
they might come to the Wells of Contolationf jn 
and drink thereoftheir fill. th 


According to his deſire moſt of the. time thatþ g, 
was ſpent with: him, was ſpent in Praiſe ; and hep gy 
would ſtill be callin out, * More Praiſeſtall. OF hh 
© help me to Praiſe him ; ] have now nothing elleſ 1, 
©todo; Ihbavedone with Prayer andall otherþ,,, 
© Ordinances ; [have almoſt done converlingþy.., 
© with mortals. J ſhall prefently be beholdingh, 
* Chriſt himſelf, that died for me, and lovedþp, 
© me, and waſhed me in his blood. he 
©] ſhall before a fery hours are over, be in 
<Eternity ſinging the Song of Moſes, and theſ,, 
© Song of the Lamb. I ſhall prefently ſtandþ,,.. 
* upon Adonnt Zion, with an innumerable comJh;je 
© pany of Angels, and the Spirits of the Jul T; 
* made-perfett, and Jeſus the Mediator of thq1., 
* New Covenant , T ſhall hear the voice off 4 
* much people , and be one amongſt them, , 
* which ſhall ſay Hallelujah, Salvation, Glory, 
rl 
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and again, we ſhall ſay Hallelujah. ; And yet 
y Fa very little while, and 1 ſhall hag ns the 
Y | Lamb, a Song of Praiſe, ſaying, Worthy art 
3 thou to receive Praiſe who wert ſlain; and haſt 
7 Fredeemed us to God by thy Blood, out ofeve- 
of ry Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and 
Nation, and haft made us unto our God, Kings 
0 F and Prieſts, and we ſhall reign with thee for 
'C Fever and cver. 
cl © Methinks I Rand, as it were, with one foot 
Of in Heaven, and the other upon Earth 5 me- 
thinks, I hear the Melody of Heaven, and by 
* FFaith, I fee the Angels waiting to carry my 
atÞ Soul to the Boſom of Jeſus, :and: I ſhall be for 
hef ever with the Lord in Glory. And who can 
Of chooſe but rejoyce in all this. 
el 1n ſeveral times he ſpake this Language, and 
CrFepeated many of thele words often, over , and 
Ngbvcr again, with far greater affe&tion than can 
nghe well worded. And Ilfolemnly profets, that 
ed&hat is here written, is no Hyperbole, and that 
'ÞÞe twentieth part of what was obſerveable in 
Tm, is not recorded z and though we cannot 
Ford it exaily as he did, yet you have the ſub- 
nce, and many things in his own words, with 
itle or no variation. | 
The day before his Death , he looked ſome- | 
hat earneſtly upon his Brother Fames, who | 
od by him very fad; of whom he judged that 
was putting up lome Ejaculations ro God 
on his account : / thank thee , dear Brother , 
thy love, laid he, _ ark new hs 
or 


M 


ry 
od 
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for mie, and®'] know thou loveſt ww dearly : bit 
| Chriſt loveth mg ten thouſand times more than thou 
i doſt , Come, and Kiſs me, dear Brother, befort 
| | 1 die : And fo with his cold dying Lips, he Kil- 
j ” fed him, and aid, I ſha# gobefore, and I hope 
thou ſhalt follow after to Glory, hi 
Though he wazetnoſt always praiſing God, 
and exhorting them that were abour him to mind 
[; - their everlaſting concerns , and fecure an inte-] , 
| reſt in Chriſt, and though he ſlept but very 
| lictle for ſome nights: yet he was not in theſ | 
; aſt impaired in his intelle&«ua!s, but his aRions 
[ were all decent, and becoming a man, and his , 
1 Diſcourſe td a ſpiritual underſtanding, highly] 
| rational, ftalid,. divine. :And 1o he continuec * 
| to the laſt minute of his breath. 
| " A few hours before his death he called all his q 
Relations and Brethren together , that he might 


| - givethemoneſolemn Warning more ; and blel: 
| | them: and pray for them, as- his breath and 
b! frength would give hmm leave : Which he did 
with 'abundance of authority , affe&ion ,- and 
\ gy : Which take bricfly as it fol 
ows. 
: Firſt, Hethanked his dear Mother, for het 
tender Love to him, and deſired thar'ſhe migh 
ben travail to ſee.Chrift formed in'the ſouls 0 
the veſt ofher Children, and'ſct of the travail of , 
—— meet them with joy in that greaſy. 
- Then, ay ” 
in general, . as t ' would an{wer it __ 
; FY 8 q76 | 
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Gdg,. that they ſhould carry it dutiful to their 
deay Mother. As for his eldeſt Brother Williams 
(at whoſe houſe he lay ſick) his prayer was, that 


ore he might be ſwallowed yp of Chriſt, and Love 


to Souls; and be more and more exemplary i 
his Life, and ſuceeſsfulin his Miniſtry, and finiſh 
his courſe with joy. i | 

His next Brothers name was Andrew, a Ci- 


tizen of London, who was with him and ſaw 


him in this triumphing ſtate ; but (his neceſſary 

bu:tnefs calling him away) he could ;'ot then be 

by 3 yct, he. was not forgot, but he was thus 
c 


b (Ted, The God of Heaven remember my poor 


- 


| Brother at London : The Lord make him truly 


rich in giving him the Pearl of gnomen, and , 
making him a Fellow- Citizen with the Saints, and 


yi the Houſe-hold of God; the Lord deliver him 


1 fromthe ſins of that City, may the world be kept 


> 1 out of his beart, and Chriſt dwell there: Oh that 
he may be as his name ts, a ſtrong man, and that 


I may meet him with Fay. 

Then he called his next Brother, whoſe name 
was Fames (whom he hoped God had made him 
a ſpiritual Father to) to whom he thus addreſſed 
himſelf, Brother James, I hope the Lord hath 


Reiven thee a goodly heritage , the lines are falles 
4 F thee in pleaſantplaces ; the Lard is thy Portion. 


1 hope the Lord hath ſhewed thee the worth of a 
{ ICri/#, Hold on dear Brother ; Ghrift ,, Hea- 
Hyen and Glory, are worth ſtriving for 4,*the 


- 


of 


Lord give thee more abundance of his Grace 
I 2 Ther 


4 —O—— wo - + va a—m-. 
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Then, His next Brother Abrahaw was Cal- 
led , to whom he ſpake to this purpoſe , The 
bleſſing of the God of Abraham reſ# upon thee , 
the Lord make thee a Father of many ſpiritual 
Children. | 

His fifth Brother , was Foſeph, whom he 


bleſſed in this manner , Let him bleſs thee, Oh 


r91— that bleſſed him that was ſeparated from 
bis Brethren. O that bu everlaſting arms may 
take bold on tnee | Jt is enough , if yet thou 
mayſt live im bu ſight. My heart hath been work. 
ing towards thee, = Joſeph ; and I am not with- 
out hopes, that the arms of the Almighty will em- 
brace thee. The God of thy Father, bleſs thee 
with the bleſſing of Heaven above. 


The next , was his Siſter Mary, to whom 
he ſpoke thus , Poor Siſter Mary , thy body is 
weak and thy days will be filled with bitterneſs, 
thy name is Marah, the Lord ſweeten all with 
hu Grace and Peace , and give thee health in thy 
Soul, Be patient, make ſure of Chriſt, and all t 
well. | | | 

Then, His other Siſtcr, whoſe name was Sa- 
rah, was called 5 whom he thus bleſſed, Siſter 
Sarah, thy body 1s Strong, and healthful; Oh that 
thy Soul may be ſo too" The Lord make thee firft 
a wiſe Virgin, and then a Mother in ]lrael ;' 4 
patrern of Modeity, Humility, and Holineſs. 


Then another Brother, Jacob was called , 


whom he bleſſed aftex this mannex ; The Lordſ 
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make thee an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there it no 
guile ! Oh that thou maiſt learn ts wreſtle with 
God, andlike a Prince, masſt prevail, and not go 
without the bleſſing. | 
Then he prayed for his youngeſt Brother 
Benjamin, who was then but an Infant; Poor 
| | little Benjamin , Oh that the Father of the Fa- 
$ | therleſs , would take care of thee poor Child, that 
y | thou, woich never ſaweſt thy Father upon Earth, 
# | maiſt ſee him with joy in Heaven : The Lord be 
'» | thy Father, and Portion, maiſt thou prove the 
7- | Son of thy Mothers right hand, and the Foy of 
- | hey Age. ; 
ee © Oh that none of us all may be found amongſt 
© the unconverted in the day of Judgment! Oh 
* that every one of us may appear (with our Ho- 
m | *noured Father, and dear Mother ) before 
1s | © Chriſt with joy, that they may ſay, Lord here 
s, | * are we, and the Children which thou haſt gra- 
th \ © ciouſly given vs. Oh that we may live to 
hy | * God here, and live with him hereafter. 
Iu] Andnow, mydear Mother, Brethren, and 
Siſters, Farewell; 1 leave you for a while, and 
S4- ] 1 commend you to God, and to the word of his 
ſter grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
hat give you an Inheritance among all them that are 
firfFlanRified, 
;' 41] And now, dear Lord, my work is done, I 
'Ybave finiſhed my courſe, [ have fought the a&d \ 
Fight 3 and henceforth, there remaineth t@&#me 7 4 
ed fa Crown of Righteouſneſs ! Now come dear Py 
LorafLord Jeſus, come quickly. wi 
1101 Then 
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| - Then that Godly Miniſter came to give him 
| 


—_ 


j 
| 


bis laſt viſit, and to do the office of an inferiour 
* Angel, to help to convey this bleſſed ſoul to glo- 
ry,who was now even upon Mount Piſgab, and 
had a fail fight efthat goodly Land at a little di- 
Rance.. When this Miniſter ſpake to him, his 
beart-was in & mighty flame of Love and Joy , 
which drew tears of Joy from that precious Mi- 
niſter, being almoſt amazed to hear a man juſt 
a dying, talk as if he had been with Feſuws, and 
camegrom the immediate preſence of God ; Oh 
the {miles that were then in his Face, and the 
* unſpeakable Joy that was in his Heart; one 
might have read Grace, and Glory, in ſuch a 
mans countenance. Oh the praiſe, the trium- 
phant praiſes, that he put up And every one | | 
mult fpeak praiſe about him, or elſe they did | , 
make {ome jar in his Harmony. ſi 
And indeed maſt did, as well as they could | , . 
help himin praiſe. - So that 1 never heard, nor 
knew more praifes given to God in one Room , 
than in his Chamber. fie 
Alittle before he died, in the Prayer, or ra-| 
ther Praiſes, he was ſo wrapped up with admi-| _. 
ration. and- joy,, that he could ſcarce  forbearſ | 
touting for Joy. In the concluſion of the Du-J, | 
ty, with abundance of Faith, and Fervency,. he (a 
aid gloud, Amen, : Amen ! ' | 4 


t 
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Ard" now his deſires. ſhall ſoon be ſatishied *: - 
&\ He-fecth Death coming apace to do his Officeg , 
\'} \ his Jaws are logfned more and more, and quiy 1 

\* yer. greatly ; his Hands and Feet are as cold 


| (119) 
as Clay, and a cold fiyeat is upon him : But, Oh 
how glad was he when he felt his Spirit juſt ago- 
ing! Never wasdeath more welcomto any mot- 
tal, I think. Though the pangs of death were 
ſtrong, yet, that far-more-excceding and eter- 
nal weight of Glory, made him indure thoſe 
bitter pains with much patience and courage. In 
the extremity of his pains, he deſired hiseldeſt 
Brother to lay him a lirtle lower, and to take 
away one Pillow from him, that he might die 
with the more cafe : His Brothet' replied, that 
he durſt not for a world, do any dhing that 
m_ haſten his death a moment. Then he.was 
well ſatisfied, and did ſweetly reſign hizafdf ug 
wholly to Gods diſpoſal; And after a few mi- 
nutes, with a ſudden motion gathering up all his 
ſtrength, he gave himſelf a little turn on one 
ſide ; and in the twinkling of an eye, departed 
to the Lord, ſleeping in Feſwa. k 

And now bleſſed Soul, thy longings are ſatis- 
fed, and thou ſeeſt and feeleſt a thouſand times 
more than thou didft upon Earth, and yet thou 
canſt bear it with delight, thou art now wel- 
comed to thy Fathers houſe by Chriſt, the be- 


"{ loved of thy ſoul : Now thou haſt heard him 
"[ſay, Come, thou Bleſſed of my Father; and, 


Well done good and faithful Servant, enter thoit 


Jinto the Joy of thy Lord, and wear that Crown 
-1 which was prepared for thee, before the foun- 
1 Cation of the World. 


th. 
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; Oh that allthe Relations which thou haſt left 
; behind thee, may live thy Life, and die thy 
Death , and live with Chriſt, and thee, for e- 
ver and ever, Amen, Amen, 


He died June 1657, Aged 
and was Buried in Kel- 
 fſhall-Church, im Hartford - 

. ſhire. 
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